
                              TWENTY-FOURTH SUNDAY AFTER PENTECOST 
                                                           Not of Darkness 
                                                   November 18 & 19, 2017 
 
AS WE GATHER 
In verse 2 of Genesis, chapter 1, it states that in the beginning, “darkness was over the 
face of the deep.” The first recorded words spoken by God are “Let there be light.” And 
there was light, created as part of God’s good creation. There is another darkness in the 
world now—the darkness of sin. But again we hear of God’s bringing light through Jesus, 
the Son of God, who says, “I am the light of the world.” As those who reflect the light of 
Christ, we have a clear vision not only of this darkened world but, as children of the true 
light, we can look forward to the brightness of the new heaven and the new earth 
promised by our Lord. 

WELCOME 

        "Blessed are those who dwell in your house, ever singing your praise!   
                               Blessed are those whose strength is in you,  
                in whose heart are the highways to Zion. (Psalm 84:4-5, ESV) 

HANDSHAKES & HUGS 
                                                      PREPARATION  

OPENING HYMN #549  “All Hail the Power of Jesus’ Name” 

All hail the pow’r of Jesus’ name! Let angels prostrate fall;  
Bring forth the royal diadem And crown Him Lord of all.  
Bring forth the royal diadem And crown Him Lord of all. 

Crown Him, ye martyrs of our God, Who from His altar call;  
Extol the stem of Jesse’s rod And crown Him Lord of all.  
Extol the stem of Jesse’s rod And crown Him Lord of all. 

Ye seed of Israel’s chosen race, Ye ransomed from the fall,  
Hail Him who saves you by His grace And crown Him Lord of all.  
Hail Him who saves you by His grace And crown Him Lord of all. 

Hail Him, ye heirs of David’s line, Whom David Lord did call,  
The God incarnate, man divine, And crown Him Lord of all.  
The God incarnate, man divine, And crown Him Lord of all. 
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Sinners, whose love can ne’er forget The wormwood and the gall,  
Go, spread your trophies at His feet And crown Him  Lord of all.  
Go, spread your trophies at His feet And crown Him Lord of all. 

Let ev’ry kindred, ev’ry tribe, On this terrestrial ball.  
To Him all majesty ascribe And crown Him Lord of all.  
To Him all majesty ascribe And crown Him Lord of all. 

Oh, that with yonder sacred throng We at His feet may fall!  
We’ll join the everlasting song And crown Him Lord of all.  
We’ll join the everlasting song And crown Him Lord of all. 

We will be following the hymnal Divine Service Setting Four – beginning on page 203 

(Rise) 
INVOCATION & OPENING SENTENCES            Page 203 
Pastor: In the name of the Father and of the +Son and of the Holy Spirit. 
People: Amen. 
Pastor:  Our help is in the name of the Lord. 
People: who made heaven and earth. 
Pastor: If you, O Lord, kept a record of sins, O Lord, who could stand? 
People: but with you there is forgiveness; therefore you are feared.  
Pastor: Since we are gathered to hear God’s Word, call upon Him in prayer and  
 praise, and receive the body and blood of our Lord Jesus Christ in the  
 fellowship of this altar, let us first consider our unworthiness and confess  
 before God and one another that we have sinned in thought, word, and  
 deed, and that we cannot free ourselves from our sinful condition.  
 Together as His people let us take refuge in the infinite mercy of God,  
 our heavenly Father, seeking His grace for the sake of Christ, and saying:  
 God, be merciful to me, a sinner.  
People: Almighty God, have mercy upon us, forgive us our sins, and lead us to  
 everlasting life. Amen. 
Pastor: Almighty God, merciful Father, in Holy Baptism you declared us to be  
 your children and gathered us into your one, holy Church, in which you  
 daily and richly forgive us our sins and grant us new life through your 
 Spirit. Be in our midst, enliven our faith, and graciously receive our  
 prayer and praise; through your Son, Jesus Christ, our Lord. 
People: Amen.   
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KYRIE & GLORIA IN EXCELSIS ♬                 Page 204 

                    Lord, have mercy; Christ, have mercy; Lord, have mercy. 

To God on high be glory And peace to all the earth;  
Goodwill from God in heaven Proclaimed at Jesus’ birth!  
We praise and bless you, Father; Your holy name, we sing –  
Our thanks for your great glory, Lord God, our Heav’nly King. 

To You, O solebegotten, The Father’s Son, we pray;  
O Lamb of God, our Savior, You take our sins away.  
Have mercy on us, Jesus; Receive our heartfelt cry,  
Where You in pow’r are seated At God’s right hand on high.   

For You alone are holy; You only are the Lord.  
Forever and forever, Be worshipped and adored;  
You with the Holy Spirit Alone are Lord Most High.  
In God the Father’s glory. “Amen!” our glad reply. 

SALUTATION & COLLECT OF THE DAY             Page 205 
Pastor: The Lord be with you. 
People: And also with you. 
Pastor: Almighty and ever-living God, you have given exceedingly great and  
 precious promises to those who trust in you. Dispel from us the works of  
 darkness and grant us to live in the light of your Son, Jesus Christ, that  
 our faith may never be found wanting; through the same Jesus Christ,  
 our Lord, who lives and reigns with you and the Holy Spirit, one God,  
 now and forever. 
People: Amen.  
 (Be Seated) 
                                                           WORD  

OLD TESTAMENT READING Zephaniah 1:7-16 (The Day of the Lord is coming near.)  
Be silent before the Lord GOD! For the day of the LORD is near; the LORD has prepared a 
sacrifice and consecrated his guests. And on the day of the LORD's sacrifice—“I will 
punish the officials and the king's sons and all who array themselves in foreign attire. 
On that day I will punish everyone who leaps over the threshold, and those who fill their   
master's house with violence and fraud. “On that day,” declares the LORD, “a cry will be 
heard from the Fish Gate, a wail from the Second Quarter, a loud crash from the hills. 
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Wail, O inhabitants of the Mortar! For all the traders are no more; all who weigh out 
silver are cut off.  At that time I will search Jerusalem with lamps, and I will punish the 
men who are complacent those who say in their hearts,‘ The LORD will not do good, nor 
will he do ill.’ Their goods shall be plundered, and their houses laid waste. Though they 
build houses, they shall not inhabit them; though they plant vineyards, they shall not 
drink wine from them.” The great day of the LORD is near, near and hastening fast; the 
sound of the day of the LORD is bitter; the mighty man cries aloud there. A day of wrath 
is that day, a day of distress and anguish, a day of ruin and devastation, a day of 
darkness and gloom, a day of clouds and thick darkness, a day of trumpet blast and 
battle cry against the fortified cities and against the lofty battlements. 

Lector: This is the Word of the Lord. 
People: Thanks be to God. 

EPISTLE 1 Thessalonians 5:1-11 (Encourgement at the coming of the Lord.) 
Now concerning the times and the seasons, brothers, you have no need to have 
anything written to you. For you yourselves are fully aware that the day of the Lord will 
come like a thief in the night. While people are saying, “There is peace and security,” 
then sudden destruction will come upon them as labor pains come upon a pregnant 
woman, and they will not escape. But you are not in darkness, brothers, for that day to 
surprise you like a thief. For you are all children of light, children of the day. We are not 
of the night or of the darkness. So then let us not sleep, as others do, but let us keep 
awake and be sober. For those who sleep, sleep at night, and those who get drunk, are 
drunk at night. But since we belong to the day, let us be sober, having put on the 
breastplate of faith and love, and for a helmet the hope of salvation. For God has not 
destined us for wrath, but to obtain salvation through our Lord Jesus Christ, who died 
for us so that whether we are awake or asleep we might live with him. Therefore 
encourage one another and build one another up, just as you are doing. 

Lector: This is the Word of the Lord. 
People: Thanks be to God. 

CHOIR ANTHEM (10:30)        “Psalm to the Savior” 

(Rise) 

ALLELUIA AND VERSE ♬                          Page 205 

                                                 Alleluia, alleluia, alleluia. 
                            These things are written that you may believe  
              that Jesus is the Christ, the Son of God. Alleluia, alleluia, alleluia. 
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Pastor: The Holy Gospel according to St. Matthew, the 25th  chapter. 
People: Glory to you, O Lord.    
 

“For it will be like a man going on a journey, who called his servants and entrusted to 
them his property. To one he gave five talents, to another two, to another one, to each 
according to his ability. Then he went away. He who had received the five talents went 
at once and traded with them, and he made five talents more. So also he who had the 
two talents made two talents more. But he who had received the one talent went and 
dug in the ground and hid his master's money. Now after a long time the master of 
those servants came and settled accounts with them. And he who had received the five 
talents came forward, bringing five talents more, saying, ‘Master, you delivered to me 
five talents; here, I have made five talents more.’ His master said to him, ‘Well done, 
good and faithful servant. You have been faithful over a little; I will set you over much. 
Enter into the joy of your master.’ And he also who had the two talents came forward, 
saying, ‘Master, you delivered to me two talents; here, I have made two talents more.’ 
His master said to him, ‘Well done, good and faithful servant. You have been faithful 
over a little; I will set you over much. Enter into the joy of your master.’ He also who had 
received the one talent came forward, saying, ‘Master, I knew you to be a hard man, 
reaping where you did not sow, and gathering where you scattered no seed, so I was 
afraid, and I went and hid your talent in the ground. Here, you have what is yours.’  But 
his master answered him, ‘You wicked and slothful servant! You knew that I reap where 
I have not sown and gather where I scattered no seed? Then you ought to have invested 
my money with the bankers, and at my coming I should have received what was my own 
with interest. So take the talent from him and give it to him who has the ten talents. For 
to everyone who has will more be given, and he will have an abundance. But from the 
one who has not, even what he has will be taken away.  And cast the worthless servant 
into the outer darkness. In that place there will be weeping and gnashing of teeth.’ 

Pastor: This is the Gospel of the Lord. 
People:  Praise to you, O Christ. 

CREED The Second Article 
Pastor: In the Second Article, we confess the work of our Savior Jesus Christ,  
 who takes away our sin and rescues us from the snares of the devil. We  
 confess: 
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People: And in Jesus Christ, His only Son, our Lord, who was conceived by the  
 Holy Spirit, born of the virgin Mary, suffered under Pontius Pilate, was  
 crucified, died, and was buried. He descended into hell. The third day  
 He rose again from the dead. He ascended into heaven and sits at the  
 right hand of God the Father Almighty. From thence He will come to  
 judge the living and the dead. 
Pastor: What does this mean?   
People: I believe that Jesus Christ, true God, begotten of the Father from all  
 eternity, and also true man, born of the virgin Mary, is my Lord, who  
 has redeemed me, a lost and condemned person, purchased and won  
 me from all sins, from death, and from the power of the devil; not with  
 gold or silver, but with His holy, precious blood and with His innocent  
 suffering and death, that I may be His own and live under Him in His  
 kingdom and serve Him in everlasting righteousness, innocence, and  
 blessedness, just as He is risen from the dead, lives and reigns to all  
 eternity. This is most certainly true. 
(Be seated) 

CHILDREN’S MESSAGE 

SERMON HYMN #508        “The Day Is Surely Drawing Near”           Stanzas 1,3,5,7  

The day is surely drawing near When Jesus, God’s anointed, 
In all His power shall appear As judge whom God appointed. 
Then fright shall banish idle mirth, And flames on flames shall ravage earth 
As Scripture long has warned us. 

The books are opened then to all, A record truly telling 
What each has done, both great and small, When he on earth was dwelling, 
And ev’ry heart be clearly seen, And all be known as they have been  
In thoughts and words and actions. 

My Savior paid the debt I owe And for my sin was smitten; 
Within the Book of Life I know My name has now been written. 
I will not doubt, for I am free, And Satan cannot threaten me; 
There is no condemnation! 
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O Jesus Christ, do not delay, But hasten our salvation; 
We often tremble on our way In fear and tribulation 
O hear and grant our fervent plea: Come, mighty judge,  
and set us free From death and ev’ry evil. 

SERMON                                 “Children of the LIGHT”             1 Thessalonians 5:1-11                       

(Rise) 
PRAYER OF THE CHURCH 
Pastor:  Let us pray for the whole people of God in Christ Jesus and for all people  
 according to their needs.  Almighty Father, as the great day of the Lord  
 draws ever nearer, when your Son will return to judge the living and the  
 dead, we pray that you would grant your people to remain faithful to  
 the end.  
People:  Strengthen us by your Holy Spirit, that we might stand firm and  
 steadfast in the Truth of your Word. 
Pastor:  Gracious Lord, though we do not know the day or hour of your Son’s  
 appearing, grant that we would always be prepared by sending us  
 faithful pastors and teachers who will boldly proclaim your Word of Law  
 and Gospel.  Bless and be with our Together in Mission partners, Pastor  
 Chuck Ferry and family as well as Rachel Meyer. 
People:   Bless them as they serve you and bless each of us to be constantly  
 encouraged and built up in the faith.  
Pastor:  Lord God, by the power of your Holy Spirit, help us always to be good  
 and faithful servants who are diligent stewards of all that you so  
 graciously provide.  
People:  Bless us to make wise use of our financial resources, our time, and our  
 abilities. Especially grant us to speak freely of the salvation that you  
 provide for all through your Son. 
Pastor:  Everlasting Father, you have given us the gift of your creation, and  
 though this world is passing away due to sin, we pray that you would  
 preserve it for our use. 
People:  When we see evidences of the fact that it is broken in sin, grant us to  
 look forward to the day when you will usher in the new creation to  
 come.  

 

7 

 

Pastor:  Merciful Lord, we pray that you would grant healing and relief to all who  
 are afflicted in mind, body or soul especially John, Dee, Dan, Jeff, Doris,  
 Judy, Jonathan, Manley, Jerry, Debbie, Pat, Charles, Ruth, Shirley, Gladys,  
 Herb, Ervin, Matthew, Arlene, Dorothy, John, Arlene, LuEva, Jean, Russ,  
 Jack, Shirley, Helen, Leonard, Cliff and Sarah.   
People:  Give them the peace and comfort that only comes through Christ. 
Pastor:  Lord of life, we give you thanks and praise for life and all its blessings.   
 We join with the Osell family as they celebrate Rachel’s 18th birthday  
 and the Baars family as they celebrate Michael, Kristy, and Carolyn’s  
 birthdays. 
People:  Bless us to daily see life as a gift from your hand and treasure the  
 people you place in our lives.   
Pastor:  Loving Father, until your Son returns in glory, He has given us the Supper  
 of His body and blood to sustain us.  
People:  Grant that all who receive this gift today may receive it in faith,  
 trusting that Christ gives us His sacrifice for the forgiveness of our sins  
 and a life that is everlasting.  
Pastor:  Blessed Lord, we give thanks to you for all the faithful departed. Grant  
 comfort to all who mourn, especially Tim and Jeff Moravec and families,  
 upon the passing of their father, George.  Bless also Jean as she  
 remembers her parents, grandparents, and aunt and uncle.   
People:  Grant that they may always find peace and hope in the resurrection of  
 Jesus and the reunion to come in heaven.   
Pastor:  Into your hands, O Lord, we commend all for whom we pray, trusting in  
 your mercy, through Jesus Christ, your Son, our Lord, who lives and  
 reigns with you and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever.  
People:  Amen.   
(Be seated) 

OFFERING  As your offering is collected, please sign our attendance book located 
at the end of the pew. If you are a visitor, please leave your address and phone. 
After you are finished, please pass the book along to others in your pew, and 
return the book to the center aisle. You may check the register to see the names 
of those to greet after the service. 
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(Rise)  
PREFACE & SANCTUS                Page 208 
Pastor: The Lord be with you. 
People: And also with you. 
Pastor: Lift up your hearts. 
People: We lift them up to the Lord. 
Pastor: Let us give thanks to the Lord our God. 
People: It is right to give Him thanks and praise.  
Pastor: It is truly good, right, and salutary that we should at all times and in all  
 places give thanks to you, O Lord, holy Father, almighty and everlasting  
 God, for the countless blessings you so freely bestow on us and all  
 creation. Above all, we give thanks for your boundless love shown to us  
 when you sent your only-begotten Son, Jesus Christ,  into our flesh and  
 laid on Him our sin, giving Him into death that we might not die  
 eternally. Because He is now risen from the dead and lives and reigns to  
 all eternity, all who believe in Him will overcome sin and death and will  
 rise again to new life. Therefore with angels and archangels and with all  
 the company of heaven we laud and magnify your glorious name,  
 evermore praising you and saying: 

♬  Holy, holy, holy Lord God of Sabaoth adored;  

 Heav’n and earth with full acclaim shout the glory of your name.  
 Sing hosanna in the highest, sing hosanna to the Lord;  
 Truly blest is He who comes in the name of the Lord! 

PRAYERS, WORDS OF OUR LORD & PAX DOMINI            Page 209  
Pastor:   Blessed are you, O Lord our God, king of all creation, for you have had  
 mercy on us and given your only-begotten Son that whoever believes in  
 Him should not perish but have eternal life. 
 In your righteous judgment you condemned the sin of Adam and Eve,  
 who ate the forbidden fruit, and you justly barred them and all their  
 children from the tree of life. Yet, in your great mercy, you promised  
 salvation by a second Adam, your son, our Lord, and made His cross a  
 life-giving tree for all who trust in Him. 
 We give you thanks for the redemption you have prepared for us  
 through Jesus Christ. Grant us your Holy Spirit that we may faithfully eat  
 and drink of the fruits of His cross and receive the blessings of  
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 forgiveness, life, and salvation that come to us in His body and blood.  
 Hear us as we pray in His name and as He has taught us: 

 Our Father who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name, Thy kingdom  
 come, Thy will be done on earth as it is in heaven; give us this day our  
 daily bread; and forgive us our trespasses as we forgive those who  
 trespass against us; and lead us not into temptation, but deliver us  
 from evil. For Thine is the kingdom and the power and the glory  
 forever and ever. Amen.  
Pastor: Our Lord Jesus Christ, on the night when he was betrayed, took bread,  
 and when He had given thanks, He broke it and gave it to the disciples  
 and said: “Take , eat, this is My + body, which is given for you. This do in  
 remembrance of Me.”  
 In the same way also He took the cup after supper, and when He had  
 given thanks, He gave it to them, saying: “Drink of it, all of you; this cup  
 is the new testament in My + blood, which is shed for you for the  
 forgiveness of sins. This do, as often as you drink it, in remembrance of  
 Me.”  
 The peace of the Lord be with you always.  
People: Amen. 

AGNUS DEI                  Page 210 
O Jesus Christ, true Lamb of God, You take the sin of the world away;  
O Jesus Christ, true Lamb of God, Have mercy on us, Lord, we pray. 
O Jesus Christ, true Lamb of God, You take the sin of the world away;  
Have mercy on us, Jesus Christ, And grant us peace, O Lord, we pray. 

(Be seated) 

DISTRIBUTION Those guests who desire to commune who are members of 
another LCMS congregation may do so; if you are coming from another church 
background, please see the pastor or an elder first. 

HYMN #915  “Today Your Mercy  Calls Us” 

Today your mercy calls us To wash away our sin. 
However great our trespass, Whatever we have been. 
However long from mercy Our hearts have turned away, 
Your precious blood can wash us And make us clean today.  
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Today your gate is open, And all who enter in 
Shall find a Father’s welcome And pardon for their sin. 
The past shall be forgotten, A present joy be giv’n, 
A future grace be promised, A glorious crown in heav’n. 

Today our Father calls us; His Holy Spirit waits; 
His blessed angels gather Around the heav’nly gates. 
No question will be asked us How often we have come; 
Although we oft have wandered, It is our Father’s home. 

O all-embracing Mercy, O ever-open Door, 
What should we do without you When heart and eye run o’er? 
When all things seem against us, To drive us to despair, 
We know one gate is open, One ear will hear our prayer. 

HYMN #411  “I Want to Walk as a Child of the Light” 

I want to walk as a child of the light. I want to follow Jesus. 
God set the stars to give light to the world. The star of my life is Jesus. 
In Him there is no darkness at all. The night and the day are both alike. 
The Lamb is the light of the city of God. Shine in my heart, Lord Jesus. 

I want to see the brightness of God. I want to look at Jesus. 
Clear Sun of Righteousness, shine on my path, 
And show me the way to the Father. In Him there is no darkness at all. 
The night and the day are both alike. 
The Lamb is the light of the city of God. Shine in my heart Lord Jesus. 

I’m looking for the coming of Christ. I want to be with Jesus. 
When we have run with patience the race, We shall know the joy of Jesus. 
In Him there is no darkness at all. The night and the day are both alike. 
The Lamb is the light of the city of God. Shine in my heart, Lord Jesus. 

  
HYMN #663  “Rise, My Soul, to Watch and Pray” 

Rise, my soul, to watch and pray, From your sleep awaken! 
Be not by the evil day Unawares o’er taken; For the foe, Well we know,  
In a harvest reaping While the saints are sleeping. 
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Watch against the devil’s snares Lest asleep he find you;  
For indeed no pains he spares To deceive and blind you. Satan’s prey Oft are they 
Who secure are sleeping And no watch are keeping. 

Watch! Let not the wicked world With its lies defeat you 
Lest withhold deceptions hurled It betray and cheat you.  
Watch and see Lest there be  
Faithless friends to charm you, Who but seek to harm you. 

Watch against yourself, my soul, Lest with grace you trifle; 
Let  not self your thoughts control Nor God’s mercy stifle. 
Pride and sin Lurk within,  All your hopes to shatter;  Heed not when they flatter. 

But while watching, also pray To the Lord unceasing. 
God protects you day by day, Strength and faith increasing, 
So that still Mind and will Shall unite to serve Him And forever love him. 

COMMON DISMISSAL 

(Rise) 

NUNC DIMITTIS ♬                 Page 211 
O Lord, now let your servant Depart in heav’nly peace,  
For I have seen the glory Of your redeeming grace:  
A light to lead the Gentiles Unto your holy hill,  
The glory of your people, your chosen Israel. 

All glory to the Father, All glory to the Son,  
All glory to the Spirit, Forever Three in One;  
For as in the beginning, Is now, shall ever be,  
God’s triune name resounding Through all eternity.  

COLLECT, BENEDICAMUS & BENEDICTION             Page 212 
Pastor: Let us pray.  Gracious God, our heavenly Father, you have given us a  
 foretaste of the feast to come in the Holy Supper of your Son’s body and  
 blood. Keep us firm in the true faith throughout our days of pilgrimage  
 that, on the day of His coming, we may, together with all your saints,  
 celebrate the marriage feast of the Lamb in His kingdom which has no  
 end; through Jesus Christ, your Son, our Lord, who lives and reigns with  
 you and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever.  
People: Amen.   
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CLOSING HYMN #918    “Guide Me, O Thou Great Redeemer” 

Guide me, O Thou great Redeemer, Pilgrim through this barren land.  
I am weak, but Thou art mighty; Hold me with Thy pow’rful hand.  
Bread of heaven, bread of heaven, Feed me till I want no more:  
Feed me till I want no more. 

Open now the crystal fountain Whence the healing stream doth flow; 
Let the fiery, cloudy pillar Lead me all my journey through.  
Strong deliv’rer, strong deliv’rer, Be Thou still my strength and shield;  
Be Thou still my strength and shield. 

When I tread the verge of Jordan, Bid my anxious fears subside;  
Death of death and hell’s destruction, Land me safe on Canaan’s side. 
Songs of praises, songs of praises I will ever give to Thee;  
I will ever give to Thee. 
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  Thanksgiving Worship 

 

November 22 at 6:00pm  

November 23 at 9:00am 

 
  “Come, Ye Thankful People, Come”   
                                                                     LSB #892 

 
 
 
  


