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November 2016

From your Pastor……..
Dear brothers and sisters in Christ,
The times are changing! This November that is true in so many different ways. As usual, the days are getting
shorter (even more so after we turn the clocks back on November 5), the leaves are falling off the trees, the
temps are finally dipping lower and lower, and it is time to make sure the snow-blower is working! These are
the usual changes.
There are other changes coming in these days. On November 8, we will elect a new President of the United
States of America!! No matter who will be elected, many changes are bound to come. Perhaps some of them
will not be for the “common good” or at least the way you and I as Christians see things. We will also elect
other leaders in our land. May God be with us and lead and guide us in our democratic process.
We are also coming to the end of another church year. We will remember the saints who have gone before us
into glory. As we do, we should ponder our own departure and eternal destiny. We will also remember that
we are counting down to the “Sunday of the Fulfillment,” the day we celebrate that Christ will indeed return
to judge the living and the dead and usher in His eternal kingdom. On that weekend, we will also hear from
Pastor Chuck Ferry who will be with us to preach and teach God’s Word.
Among the manifold changes of our times, one thing remains constant: Our God and
His love, His grace, His truth. As a contemporary Christian song proclaims: “One
thing remains: Your love never fails, it never gives up, it never runs out on me.” Or
as an ancient hymn of the church declares: “Built on the Rock, the church doth
stand.” As the author of the letter to the Hebrews puts it: Jesus Christ is the same
yesterday, today, and forever. (Hebrews 13:8) And, again, as the prophet Malachi
once penned: “I the Lord do not change. So you, O descendants of Jacob, are not
destroyed.”
Change is a constant in our society: changes in cultural norms, changes in government leadership, changes in
technology, changes in the seasons, and even the changes I see in that face that looks back at me in the
mirror. The older I get, the less I like change. So my heart echoes evermore the lyrics of that blessed hymn,
“Abide with me: “. . . change and decay in all around I see! O, Thou, who changest not abide with me.”
The times are changing! In the midst of all the change, may we stay anchored in the One who never changes.
In Christ’s Love,

Pastor Bender
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Bible Classes
Sunday Morning Bible Class
9:15am in the Fellowship Hall - Adult Bible Class
In the month of November there will be many different topics at Adult Bible Class. We
will finish up our “Called to Vote” study, begin a study of the Book of Ruth, and have a special class with Chuck
Ferry, our Together in Mission Partner. Here is the schedule:
November 6 – “Called to Vote” We will finish up our study and discuss resources that help us in
making a godly decision on election day.
November 13 & 27 – “The Book of Ruth” Our midweek Advent theme this year is “Let’s Go to
Bethlehem!” The Biblical book of Ruth takes place mainly in Bethlehem, the home of Naomi
and her family. When tragedy strikes her family, God restores hope through a “KinsmanRedeemer.” Come and learn of this wonderful part of the history that leads to the coming of
Christ.
November 20 – Pastor Chuck Ferry and Family will be with us to share what is happening on the
mission field in Indonesia. Come and rejoice in all our Lord is accomplishing through our
Together in Mission Partner.

Monday Morning Bible Class
Ladies Bible Study group Monday mornings at 11:30 in the Fellowship Hall

“Portals of Prayer”

Thursday Morning Bible Study
10:00am in the Fellowship Hall
November 3: HE SHALL COME AGAIN
How does God signal that the end nears? What will the end be like? This study will explore the end times and
assures readers that our Lord Jesus Christ holds us safely in His care.
November 10 & 17: Paul’s letter to the Philippians is a book filled with joy, a call to humility, and
encouragement to live together as God’s children in the community of believers. For the next few months we
will study this important epistle using a Bible study resource entitled, “The Worthy Disciple.” The study will
begin on Thursday, November 10, and will continue through the month of February.

Men’s Bible Breakfast
This Bible study is for men of any age and meets on the 2nd and 4th Saturdays of the month at 7:00am and
finishes up between 8:15 to 8:30am. We begin with breakfast, share fellowship around the table, pray
together and then study God’s Word. In November we are beginning a brand new study:
The Book of Daniel
This is an amazing book of prophecy that helps us understand the place of kings and kingdoms in
God’s plan for history. This Biblical book written over 2,600 years ago has many important lessons
for us to learn in our modern times. A fun fact about this book: sayings like “the handwriting is on
the wall,” and “he’s got feet of clay,” and others have their roots in this book.
Why not come and be blessed by Christian fellowship with your brothers in Christ.
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Thanksgiving Worship
November 23 at 6:00pm
November 24 at 9:00am

Let's Go to Bethlehem
This is the theme of our midweek services during the season of Advent. Bethlehem, which means
“House of bread,” has a prominent history in Scripture even though it is such a small town. On the
way to the little town, Jacob’s beloved bride Rachel was buried after dying in giving birth to Benjamin.
When a widow returned to Bethlehem with a Moabite daughter-in-law, scandal was rampant . . . until
a “kinsman redeemer” named Boaz stepped in to help out. When King Saul lost his kingship, God sent
Samuel to a sheepherder of Bethlehem named Jesse. One of Jesse’s sons would be the new king.
Of course, above all, Bethlehem is the prophesied birthplace of the Savior of the World. Even as the
prophet Micah had proclaimed: “But you, Bethlehem Ephrathah, though you are small among the
clans of Judah, out of you will come for me one who will be ruler over Israel, whose origins are from
of old, from ancient times.” (Micah 5:2) And so our little Lord Jesus would be born, fulfilling
prophecy and filling our hearts with hope, peace, and joy through the love He brings! The themes are
as follows:
November 30 – Let’s Go to Bethlehem with Ruth
December 7 – Let’s Go to Bethlehem with David
December 14 – Let’s Go to Bethlehem where Christ was Born
The December 14 service is our St. Paul’s Lutheran School Christmas program. It is always such a
blessing to see our students share the story of Christ’s birth.
The services are each Wednesday, at 10:00am and 6:00pm. The evening service is preceded by an
Advent meal which begins at 4:45pm. Come and share in the joy of our preparations for the most
joyous birth the world has ever witnessed: the birth of Christ!
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Free in Christ!
Is the theme for our 2016 Stewardship Weekend. On Saturday, December 3, and Sunday,
December 4, our worship services will center on John 8:31-21… “if you abide in my Word, you
are truly my disciples, and you will know the truth, and the truth will set you free.”
Free from what?
Free from sin. Free from death. Free from fear. Free from greed.
Free from things. Free from… (you fill in the blank!)
Free to what?
To give, serve, and love as we follow Jesus.
We will have an opportunity during these worship services to renew our
commitment to give, serve, and love as Christ first gave, served, and loved us. Join us!
_____________________________________________________________________________

Widows Lunch The next Widows Lunch will be Wednesday November 9th at Perkins Restaurant on Hwy 100.
11:00am. Remember to bring your coupon from your church mailbox and our Guatemala Team will receive a portion of the
proceeds.

Ladies Book Club Nov. Book Club : book is A Man Called Ove by Fredrik Backman - November 14 at 6:30pm
Elizabeth Ministry Please remember Elizabeth Ministries in your prayers and if you wish to join our group please
contact Julie Avila at javila7@wi.rr.com.

Quilters We will resume our quilting sessions in mid-January, weather permitting.
__________________________________________________________________________________________________________

Renewed in Christ

Hope • Strength • Soar
___________________________________________________________________
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For all the saints
who from their labors rest,
Who Thee by faith
before the world confessed,
Thy name, O Jesus,
be forever blest.
Alleluia! Alleluia!
LSB #677
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It’s hard to believe that 7 months have passed since we returned from
Guatemala. It’s been a time to re-energize, and now it is time to rev up to
Full Speed Ahead and prepare for our next trip, June 3-10, 2017.
Our bi-weekly meetings begin in November, formalizing our team roster,
doing necessary paperwork, and learning the scripture assignment which
will be the basis for our faith lessons. If anyone is interested in joining the
team but has not come forward, please contact Lenore VanSantean
ASAP.
2 reminders: First, we have an ongoing fundraiser at Perkins Restaurants.
When you eat at any Perkins, we earn 15%. Vouchers are in the narthex,
mailroom, or your mailbox. Second, we continue to need donations of
school supplies; collection baskets and lists of needed items are in the
narthex and at the 1st floor elevator. We thank you for your generosity in
supporting our 4 Guatemalan school kids, and for the contributions we
have received to date.
As always, we ask for your continued prayers for the success of our mission.

Calling ALL St. Paul Alumni & Friends
Come join the St. Paul’s pep band on Friday November 18th to help
support our team during the St. Paul’s girls basketball tournament.
You may play for our pep rally Friday afternoon beginning at 1:30
PM before the games begin AND/OR during our first team game at 7:30 PM. Contact
Michelle Prince: michelle@splcwa.org or the school 414-541-6251 to let us know if you
can join us! Let’s praise the Lord with our instruments and celebrate our team!

Hymn of the Month
“Come We that Love the Lord”
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LSB #669

THANKSGIVING
OUR NATIONAL HOLIDAY,
WHERE WE THANK AND
PRAISE GOD …
FOR ALL THE BLESSING
HE HAS BESTOWED
UPON OUR NATION.
AS CHILDREN OF GOD,
WE THANK AND PRAISE
HIM DAILY,
FOR ALL THE BLESSING
HE SHOWERS UPON US
EACH DAY.
Turn your clocks BACK 1 hour before you
go to bed on Saturday November 5th

ESPECIALLY, OUR
SALVATION, THROUGH
JESUS CHRIST
OUR LORD AND SAVIOR.
Elaine Lemke

Election Day ~ November 8, 2016

Ladies – You are invited to this special event, Sunday, December 4th at 3:00
pm. We will again take a journey through the Advent/Christmas season with
a brief program of word and song. This event, presented by the women of St.
Paul's Choir, will be held in the Fellowship Hall. Prior to the program, enjoy
fellowship, sweet treats and viewing beautifully decorated tables. Beginning
the weekend of Nov. 19-20, you may sign up in the Narthex after the
Saturday service or between services on Sunday. You will be given a ticket,
which will reserve a seat for a numbered table. If you wish to sit with a
friend, sign up at the same time for that table. If you need more information,
you may contact: Judy Conrad (414-321-3895).
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Greetings to you in the name of our Lord and Savior, Jesus Christ.
I was sitting in a Bible class where we were discussing a king of Judah.

As the

discussion expanded to other areas, the leader shared with the group what the roles of
a king were as well as what the roles of a prophet and priest were in the Old Testament
and the New Testament times. The discussion continued to reveal that these three
roles being filled by humans were not and are not always carried out in the most Godpleasing way, because those doing the work were and are sinners. Bad kings brought
trouble to Israel, some prophets shared information about false gods and priests were
not always in line with what God would have them do. The same holds true today, but
these are not the only positions in life where sin abounds and the will of God is not
followed. We error in all of our roles in life – as parent, spouse, child, teacher, principal,
or whatever other area that pertains to us. But the story did not stop there in Bible
class, nor does it stop here in our lives. The leader then went on to proclaim that there
is one who is the perfect Prophet, Priest and King, who always did and continues to do all
that is good, right and pleasing in the sight of our God and Father. You guessed it, that
One is Jesus Christ, our Lord, Savior; the perfect Prophet, Priest and King. Because of
Him, we get the rights and privileges of the Perfect One not because of our role in life,
how powerful we are, or how perfect we strive to be, but because of the forgiveness and
life given to us by that same Jesus.
As we celebrate Thanksgiving at the end of this month, we need to be thankful for this
in our lives. The next time failure takes place at school, home or wherever, we can
remember that we are blessed and forgiven children of God, seeking to work together
for the good of His people, doing this in the proper way, knowing as Philippians 4 tells us,
“Finally brothers, whatever is true, whatever is noble, whatever is lovely, whatever is
admirable – if anything is excellent or praiseworthy – think about such things” and “I can
do everything through Him who gives me strength.” Praise be to God who stands by His
word and delivers what He says He will.
Happy Thanksgiving and please continue to keep the work of St. Paul's Lutheran School
in your hearts, minds and prayers as we seek to do what God would have us do. We are
so blessed and we are so thankful!
Rick Schneider, Principal
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Sharing God’s Bounty
November
Rejoice in the Lord
Psalm 104 recounts the wonders of God, talking about his creation and sustenance of the
earth. What might the psalmist be thinking about as he composes this hymn of praise?
Perhaps he was lying on his back on a beautiful, warm day, looking at a sun-filled sky. He starts
to ponder the vastness of blue, and, as he does, he cannot help but break into praise. His
thoughts shift from the beauty of the heavens to the wonder of the seas and their depths.
Then he focuses more immediately on how God provides for all that he has made. The more
he praises God, the more reasons he thinks of to continue doing so.
The beauty of nature can bring about such feelings of awe in us. Like the psalmist, we should
give credit to the Creator and praise him for his works of such beauty and wonder.
But what about the cloudy days, the days when the sun doesn’t break through, the days when
cold winds blow through our souls, the days when the future looks bleak? At those times, our
feelings of praise are not found within us. Instead of being compelled to break into songs of
thanksgiving, we may break into complaining.
The psalmist says, “I will sing to the Lord all my life; I will sing praise to my God as long as I
live” (verse 33). Our praise is not the result of our feelings but rather in response to God for all
he has done. Our praises resound all our lives – the sunny and the cloudy days. Our praises
continue because they emanate, not from the sun, but from the Son and flow back to him
again.
Creator God, we look around ourselves and see the wonder of your work. Help us never to
take for granted the beauty with which you surround us. Thank you for the even greater work
you have done within us as you have given us eternal, spiritual life in your Son. Give us such
gratitude that we cannot but help breaking into praise and telling others about what you have
done for and in us. Through Christ we pray. Amen.
Are the majority of Christians in the world today really aware of the simple and
sometimes difficult needs of others, as Jesus had been?
Opportunities to serve are all around us. In our churches, volunteers can commit
to being a disciple of Christ by willingly giving of their time and talent.
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St. Paul’s Youth
Senior Youth
Upcoming High School Youth Activities
There will be a couple of opportunities for St. Paul’s Youth to serve during the month of November.
These activities will also count for service hours at ML.

Milwaukee Rescue Mission – Saturday, November 12,
8:30am to 11:30 am
The second Saturdays of each month are “Volunteer Saturdays” at
the Milwaukee Rescue Mission. We often pray for the poor and
homeless, but Milwaukee Rescue Mission exists to help them in time
of need. We will meet at St. Paul’s and carpool to the mission. From
9-11am, we will do whatever they ask us to do. We will return to St.
Paul’s about 11:30am. Come and serve the Lord by serving others.

College Care Packages – Sunday, November 27, 2:00 to 3:00 pm
Going to college is an exciting time in life, filled with opportunities to grow in knowledge and grow up
as a young adult. It can also be a very stressful time, especially as finals approach. On this Sunday
afternoon we will gather in the instructional room (old library), write some cards with encouraging
words, and send some goodies off to college students who belong to St. Paul’s or who have relatives
that are part of our church family.

Dinner and Movie Night – Sunday, December 4, 6:00 to 9:00 pm
Gather at Pastor Bender’s house, 2367 S. 118th Street (just south of Lincoln Ave. by Greenfield Park).
We will start with dinner and then watch a movie that will have some spiritual issues for us to discuss
afterwards. Come and be blessed through gathering with your Christian friends.

Junior Youth

Grades 6-8
Watch the weekly church bulletins & your email for all the fun activities planned.
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PARENTS- GRANPARENTS ~ YOUR HELP IS NEEDED

Do you have a child/grandchild who is currently attending college?
St. Paul’s senior youth group would love to send them a small care package right
before finals week.
In order to do that we NEED YOUR HELP!
Please email kcrist@wi.rr.com or call the church office 414-541-6250 with the
following information:
CHILDS NAME AND COLLEGE ADDRESS - that’s all we need (by NOVEMBER 20th)
_______________________________________

Milwaukee Lutheran High School Craft & Bake Sale
November 12 from 9am – 3pm in the high school
gymnasium 9700 W. Grantosa Dr.
Jump start your Christmas shopping with great gift
selections! Admission $3.00.
Martin Luther High School Drama Department Presents
“Footloose ~ The Musical”
November 11 & 12 at 7:00pm and November 13th at 2:00pm
at Martin Luther High School 5201 S. 76th St. Tickets range
from $4.00 - $9.00. Call 421-4000 for more information.
Watch for the Ladies Guild Mitten Barrel.
It will be appearing in the Narthex soon.
You may place your donations of mittens,
scarves, gloves, hats & socks in there - to be
given to those in need this winter.
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Divine Connections Happenings:
Feeding those in need during the Thanksgiving Season
For I was hungry and you gave me something to eat… The King will reply
“truly I tell you, whatever you did for one of the least of these brothers
and sisters of mine, you did for me” (Matthew 25: 35 and 40)
Join the Divine Connections team in providing Thanksgiving meals for those in need.
Beginning in November, we will be gathering donations for Thanksgiving meal boxes, to
then be distributed to those in need in the community.
Boxes and a list of items for each box will be provided. Just grab a box from the Narthex,
and then begin collecting the listed items. The average cost for the entire contents of
the box is approximately $25.00. You can either collect individually, or you can gather
your friends, family or other group.
Boxes can then be dropped off in the Instructional Room (off the Lincoln Street
door/ramp) through November 18.
If you have any questions, please contact Lenore VanSanten or Crystal Barry.
Also: Don’t forget about the WE CARE bags. They are in the narthex for you to pick up &
take along with you in case you meet up with someone you can share one with.

On the weekend of November 19 & 20, our
Together in Mission partner,
and former member, Rev. Chuck Ferry,
will be here at St. Paul’s!
He will be preaching at all three services that
weekend, as well as teaching our Sunday
Morning Bible Study.
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“For it is by grace you have been saved, through faith ~
and this not from yourselves, it is a gift of God ~
not by works, so that no one can boast.” Ephesians 2:8-9

Now thank we all
our God with hearts
and hands and
voices !
LSB #895

