
                                 TWENTY-FIFTH SUNDAY AFTER PENTECOST 
                                                    November 21 & 22, 2015 
                                                           5:00pm & 8:00am 
 
AS WE GATHER 
Parents know that children learn to be generous not by being told to be so, but by being 
shown how to be generous. Today we will rediscover that we are children of a generous 
Father, and by realizing his generosity toward us, we grow in our generosity toward 
others, not out of duty or reward, but for the joy of being part of his house, his family, 
and his mission. 

WELCOME 

STEWARDSHIP STORY 

                   Therefore, my dear brothers, stand firm. Let nothing move you. 
                         Always give yourselves fully to the work of the Lord, 
                 because you know that your labor in the Lord is not in vain. 
                                                (1 Corinthians 15:58, NIV) 

HANDSHAKES & HUGS 
                                                          PREPARATION  

OPENING HYMN #506 “Glory Be to God the Father”                          Stanzas 1-3 
Glory be to God the Father, Glory be to God the Son, 
Glory be to God the Spirit: Great Jehovah, Three in One! 
Glory, glory While eternal ages run! 

Glory be to Him who love us, Washed us from each spot and stain; 
Glory be to Him who bought us, Made us kings with him to reign! 
Glory, glory To the Lamb that once was slain! 

Glory to the King of angels, Glory to the Church’s King, 
Glory to the King of nations; Heav’n and earth, your praises bring! 
Glory, glory To the King of glory sing! 

(Rise) 

INVOCATION 
Pastor: In the name of the Father and of the  Son and of the Holy Spirit. 
People: Amen. 
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CONFESSION 
Pastor:  Our Lord told a story of two sons: One was a prodigal, and came home  
 after wasting his inheritance. The other was obedient, but resented how  
 his brother was welcomed home by their father, forgiven for what he  
 had done. Which son are we?  
People: Lord, we confess that we are both. Like the younger son, we have  
  received a precious inheritance, but we bankrupt our souls by chasing  
  after things without meaning.  Like the older son, even when we are  
  obedient, we so quickly become self-righteous.  We forget that we are  
  not worthy to be called your children. Father, for Jesus’ sake, embrace  
  us with your generous mercy and forgiveness.   
We pause to remember and repent of our sin 
Pastor: Our Father’s forgiveness is as lavish as the feast that the father gave for  
  the prodigal son; our Lord’s patience is abundant, as was that of the  
  father who went in search of his self-righteous son. The Father put upon  
  his only Son the penalty of our sin, who was banished from his sight and  
  died, that we might be generously forgiven; receive that forgiveness  
  anew, in the name of the Father, and of the Son, and of the Holy Spirit.  
  What is our response to this? 
People:  Glory be to God the Father; amen! 

HYMN OF PRAISE #506        “Glory Be to God the Father”                       Stanza 4 
Glory, blessing, praise eternal! Thus the choir of angels sings;  
Honor, riches, pow’r, dominion! Thus its praise creation brings.  
Glory, Glory, Glory to the King of kings! 

COLLECT    
Pastor:  Lord Jesus, Savior of all, 
People:  as you have been rich toward us in grace and blessings beyond  
 counting, inspire our hearts to respond to the mission to which you  
 call us, that we might be children who are generous, as our Father is  
 generous; for you live and reign with the Father and the Holy Spirit,  
 one God, now and forever; Amen. 
(Be seated) 

TIME OF CELEBRATION  
A report is given of the Initial Commitments given to our Renewed in Christ campaign. 
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EPISTLE  Titus 3:1-8 (God demonstrated his generosity through Jesus Christ) 
Remind the people to be subject to rulers and authorities, to be obedient, to be ready to 
do whatever is good, to slander no one, to be peaceable and considerate, and to show 
true humility toward all men. At one time we too were foolish, disobedient, deceived 
and enslaved by all kinds of passions and pleasures. We lived in malice and envy, being 
hated and hating one another. But when the kindness and love of God our Savior 
appeared, he saved us, not because of righteous things we had done, but because of his 
mercy. He saved us through the washing of rebirth and renewal by the Holy Spirit, whom 
he poured out on us generously through Jesus Christ our Savior, so that, having been 
justified by his grace, we might become heirs having the hope of eternal life. This is a 
trustworthy saying. And I want you to stress these things, so that those who have  
trusted in God may be careful to devote themselves to doing what is good. These things 
are excellent and profitable for everyone.   

5:00 CHOIR ANTHEM        “Once He Came in Blessing”               Middle School Choir 

8:00 CHOIR ANTHEM            “Days of Elijah” Robin Mark                                                                          Choir 

(Rise) 
HOLY GOSPEL Luke 15:1-2, 11-32 (A father exhibits grace and generosity to his 
children) Now the tax collectors and "sinners" were all gathering around to hear 
him. But the Pharisees and the teachers of the law muttered, "This man welcomes 
sinners and eats with them." Jesus continued: "There was a man who had two sons. The 
younger one said to his father, 'Father, give me my share of the estate.' So he divided 
his property between them. "Not long after that, the younger son got together all he 
had, set off for a distant country and there squandered his wealth in wild living. After he 
had spent everything, there was a severe famine in that whole country, and he began to 
be in need. So he went and hired himself out to a citizen of that country, who sent him 
to his fields to feed pigs. He longed to fill his stomach with the pods that the pigs were 
eating, but no one gave him anything. "When he came to his senses, he said, 'How many 
of my father's hired men have food to spare, and here I am starving to death! I will set 
out and go back to my father and say to him: Father, I have sinned against heaven and 
against you. I am no longer worthy to be called your son; make me like one of your hired 
men.' So he got up and went to his father. "But while he was still a long way off, his 
father saw him and was filled with compassion for him; he ran to his son, threw his arms 
around him and kissed him. "The son said to him, 'Father, I have sinned against heaven 
and against you. I am no longer worthy to be called your son. ' "But the father said to his 
servants, 'Quick! Bring the best robe and put it on him. Put a ring on his finger and 
sandals on his feet. Bring the fattened calf and kill it. Let's have a feast and celebrate.  
3 

For this son of mine was dead and is alive again; he was lost and is found.' So they began 
to celebrate. "Meanwhile, the older son was in the field. When he came near the house, 
he heard music and dancing. So he called one of the servants and asked him what was 
going on. 'Your brother has come,' he replied, 'and your father has killed the fattened 
calf because he has him back safe and sound.' "The older brother became angry and 
refused to go in. So his father went out and pleaded with him. But he answered his 
father, 'Look! All these years I've been slaving for you and never disobeyed your orders. 
Yet you never gave me even a young goat so I could celebrate with my friends. But when 
this son of yours who has squandered your property with prostitutes comes home, you 
kill the fattened calf for him!'  'My son,' the father said, 'you are always with me, and 
everything I have is yours. But we had to celebrate and be glad, because this brother of 
yours was dead and is alive again; he was lost and is found.'" 
(Be seated)  

CHILDREN’S MESSAGE 

SERMON HYMN #524    “How Sweet the Name of Jesus Sounds”  
How sweet the name of Jesus sounds In a believer’s ear! 
It soothes our sorrows, heals our wounds, And drives away our fear. 

It makes the wounded spirit whole And calms the heart’s unrest; 
‘Tis manna to the hungry soul and to the weary, rest. 

Dear name! The rock on which I build, My shield and hiding place; 
My never failing treasury filled With boundless stores of grace. 

O Jesus, shepherd, guardian, friend, My Prophet, Priest, and King, 
My Lord, my life, my way, my end, Accept the praise I bring. 

How weak the effort of my heart, How cold my warmest thought! 
But when I see Thee as Thou art, I’ll praise Thee as I ought. 

Till then I would Thy love proclaim With ev’ry fleeting breath; 
And may the music of Thy name  Refresh my soul in death! 

SERMON                              “Our Generous Father”                    Luke 15:1-2, 11-32 

(Rise) 
APOSTLES’ CREED 
(Be seated) 

OFFERING As your offering is collected, please sign our attendance book located at the end of 
the pew. If you are a visitor, please leave your address and phone. After you are finished, please 
pass the book along to others in your pew, and return the book to the center aisle. You may 
check the register to see the names of those to greet after the service.   
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 THE OFFERTORY #783         “Take My Life and Let It Be”   
Take my life and let it be Consecrated, Lord, to Thee;  
Take my moments and my days, Let them flow in ceaseless praise. 

Take my hands and let them move At the impulse of Thy love;  
Take my feet and let them be Swift and beautiful for Thee. 

Take my voice and let me sing Always, only for my King;  
Take my lips and let them be Filled with messages from Thee. 

Take my silver and my gold, Not a mite would I withhold;  
Take my intellect and use Ev’ry pow’r as Thou shalt choose. 

Take my will and make it Thine, It shall be no longer mine;  
Take my heart, it is Thine own, It shall be Thy royal throne. 

Take my love, my Lord, I pour At Thy feet its treasure store;  
Take myself, and I will be Ever, only, all for Thee. 

(Rise) 
OFFERTORY PRAYER   
Pastor: Giver of every good gift, 
People: thank you for inspiring us to respond generously to the forgiveness,  
  love, and patience you have shown us. Thank you for the privilege of  
  sharing this ministry together, and inspire all of us to be committed to  
  the vision to which you have set our hearts; in the name of Christ our  
  Lord we pray it. Amen. 

PRAYER OF THE CHURCH 
Pastor:  Let us pray.  Almighty and everlasting God, you are worthy of praise and  
 worship for all your mighty acts of creation, for your grace in preserving  
 all you have made, and for redeeming sinners from sin and its death  
 through your Son, Jesus Christ, our Lord. 
People:  Move us to rejoice in your goodness and salvation all our days. 
Pastor:  We give you thanks for your Church, for your Word and Spirit, and for  
 calling sinners to repentance and teaching our fearful hearts to believe  
 that you are a gracious God who welcomes us home.  
People:  As you have established your Church through the blood of Christ, keep  
 her steadfast and faithful as we face the latter days before Christ  
 returns in His glory.  
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Pastor:  Keep us from fear, especially as we face evil acts that abound in this  
 world of darkness.  Grant to us your Spirit and your courage, that we  
 may anticipate with joy Christ’s coming again and faithfully do His  
 bidding in our daily lives.   
People:  Work through us so that many will come to faith and be ready to  
 receive Him when He comes as Lord and Judge of all. Open the hearts  
 of all who hear your Word, that by your Spirit they may believe in  
 Jesus Christ.  
Pastor:  We rejoice that you extend your kingdom and increase our joy with  
 every soul you save.  We rejoice especially this weekend as Skylee Jade  
 Ulatowski is baptized into Christ. 
People:  Grant us all to rejoice in the gift of salvation and grow together in your  
 grace. 
Pastor:  Give to our nation and to all the nations of the earth faithful leaders who  
 will serve according to your good pleasure. Bless them to put an end to  
 war, to restrain evil, to promote virtue and ensure justice. 
People:  Grant us to live our lives in all godliness, holiness and honesty. Bless  
 those who protect and defend us, including all members of the armed  
 forces, police, firefighters, emergency medical personnel and those  
 who respond to disasters. 
Pastor:  Comfort and sustain all who struggle with illness, who live with pain,  
 who suffer the afflictions of body and mind, especially your servants  
 Marion, Debra, Helen, Leonard, Shirley, June, LuEva, Eleanor, Linda,  
 Gladys, Russ, Kathleen, Jack, Shirley, Marion, Gretchen, Lois and Sarah. 
People:  According to your gracious will, grant to them healing and relief, give  
 them patience in their afflictions and faith that your grace will be  
 sufficient for all their need. 
Pastor:  Your Word teaches us to mourn with those who mourn.  So we lift  
 before you the family and friends of Jean Rinka as well as all those  
 mourning the tragic loss of life in France. 
People:  Comfort them by your abiding presence, give them peace through trust  
 in your promises, and fill them with hope of the life to come. 
Pastor:  Your Word teaches us to rejoice with those who rejoice.  So we rejoice  
 with the Osell family as they celebrate Rachel’s birthday, Pat Graf and  
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 family celebrating the birth of Samuel Aaron Graf, the Burkee family  
 rejoicing in Marge’s 94th birthday, and the family and friends of Jerry  
 Peich who celebrates her 100th birthday, and Mae Perschbacher  
 celebrating her 101st birthday. 
People:  Father in heaven, you are a good and gracious God, and so we give you  
 thanks and praise for all your goodness. 
Pastor:  Deliver to us the riches and bounty of the earth and the grace to  
 acknowledge them as your gifts and blessings. Make us mindful of the  
 poor and those in need, that we may use your gifts faithfully for the  
 relief of those who live in want.  
People:  Open our hearts to the joy of giving, that we may return to you what is  
 already yours, worshiping you with our lips and our lives and bringing  
 to you the tithes and offerings of grateful hearts. 
Pastor:  Give your blessing to husband and wife, to parent and child, to teacher  
 and student, and to all who are instructed in the faith. Bless artists and  
 artisans, laborers and managers, industry and agriculture, and all honest  
 and lawful occupations.  
People:  Preserve us from danger and disaster, protect all who travel in these  
 days, and grant us thankfulness for all your blessings. 
Pastor:  Preserve us, O Lord, in the day of trouble and guard our hearts in days of  
 prosperity, for here on earth we have no abiding city, but only our  
 eternal home which you have prepared for us in Jesus Christ. All these  
 things and whatever else we should ask, we pray through Jesus Christ,  
 our Lord, who lives and reigns with you and the Holy Spirit, one God,  
 now and forever.  
People:  Amen. 

THE LORD’S PRAYER  

THE WORDS OF OUR LORD 
Pastor:  The peace of the Lord be with you always. 
People:  Amen. 
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AGNUS DEI #550                        “Lamb of God”  
Your only Son, no sin to hide, But You have sent Him from Your side 
To walk upon this guilty sod, And to become the Lamb of God. 

Refrain 
 O Lamb of God, sweet Lamb of God, I love the holy Lamb of God! 
 O wash me in His precious blood, My Jesus Christ, the Lamb of God. 
 
Your Gift of love they crucified, They laughed and scorned Him as He died: 
The humble King they named a fraud, And sacrificed the Lamb of God. Refrain 

 
I was so lost, I should have died, But You have brought me to Your side 
To be led by Your staff and rod, And to be called a lamb of God.   Refrain 

(Be seated) 

DISTRIBUTION Those guests who desire to commune who are members of another 
LCMS congregation may do so; if you are coming from another church background, 
please see the pastor or an elder first. 

HYMN #915   “Today Your Mercy Calls Us” 
Today your mercy calls us To wash away our sin. 
However great our trespass, Whatever we have been. 
However long from mercy Our hearts have turned away, 
Your precious blood can wash us And make us clean today. 

Today your gate is open, And all who enter in 
Shall find a Father’s welcome And pardon for their sin. 
The past shall be forgotten, A present joy be giv’n, 
A future grace be promised, A glorious crown in heav’n. 

Today our Father calls us; His Holy Spirit waits; 
His blessed angels gather Around the heav’nly gates. 
No question will be asked us How often we have come; 
Although we oft have wandered, It is our Father’s home. 

O all-embracing Mercy, O ever-open Door, 
What should we do without you When heart and eye run o’er? 
When all things seem against us, To drive us to despair, 
We know one gate is open, One ear will hear our prayer.    
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      “Savior Thy  Dying Love” LW #374 
Savior, thy dying love Thou gavest me;  
Nor should I aught withhold, Dear Lord, from thee.  
In love my soul would bow, My heart fulfill its vow,  
Some off’ring bring thee now, Something for thee. 

O’er the blest mercy seat, Pleading for me,  
My feeble faith looks up, Jesus, to thee.  
Help me the cross to bear, Thy wondrous love declare, 
Some song to raise or prayer, Something for thee. 

Give me a faithful heart, Likeness to thee,  
That each departing day Henceforth may see  
Some work of love begun, Some deed of kindness done,  
Some wand’rer sought and won, Something for thee.  

All that I am and have, Thy gifts so free,  
In joy, in grief, through life, Dear Lord, for thee!  
And when thy face I see, My ransomed soul shall be  
Through all eternity Something for thee.  

HYMN #703  “How Can I Thank You, Lord” 

How can I thank You, Lord, For all Your loving kindness, 
That You have patiently Borne with me in my blindness! 
When dead in many sins And trespasses I lay, 
I kindled, holy God, Your anger every day. 

It is Your work alone That I am now converted; 
O’er Satan’s work in me You have Your pow’r asserted. 
Your mercy and Your grace That rise a fresh each morn 
Have turned my stony heart Into a heart newborn. 

Lord, You have raised me up To joy and exultation 
And clearly shown the way That leads me to salvation. 
My sins are washed away; For this I thank You, Lord. 
Now with my heart and soul All evil I abhor. 
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Grant that Your Spirit’s help To me be always given 
Lest I should fall again And lose the way to heaven. 
Grant that He give me strength In my infirmity; 
May He renew my heart To serve You willingly. 

O Father, God of love, Now hear my supplication; 
O Savior, Son of God, Accept my adoration; 
O Holy Spirit, be My ever faithful guide 
That I may serve You here And there with You abide 

COMMON DISMISSAL 

(Rise) 
POST-COMMUNION PRAYER 
Pastor: Let us pray. O God the Father, the fountain and source of all goodness,  
 who in loving-kindness sent your only-begotten Son into the flesh, we  
 thank you that for His sake you have given us pardon and peace in this  
 Sacrament, and we ask you not to forsake your children but always to  
 rule our hearts and minds by your Holy Spirit that we may be enabled  
 constantly to serve you; through Jesus Christ, your Son, our Lord, who  
 lives and reigns with you and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever.  
People: Amen. 

BENEDICTION 
Pastor:  The Lord bless you and keep you; The Lord make his face to shine on you  
 and be gracious to you; The Lord look upon with His favor and give you  
 His peace. 
People: Amen. 

CLOSING HYMN #803       “Joyful, Joyful We Adore Thee”  
Joyful, joyful we adore Thee, God of glory, Lord of love!  
Hearts unfold like flow’rs before Thee, Praising Thee, their sun above.  
Melt the clouds of sin and sadness, Drive the gloom of doubt away.  
Giver of immortal gladness, Fill us with the light of day. 

All Thy works with joy surround Thee, Earth and heav’n reflect Thy rays,  
Stars and angels sing around Thee, Center of unbroken praise. 
Field and forest, vale and mountain, Flow’ry meadow, flashing sea,  
Chanting bird, and flowing fountain Call us to rejoice in Thee. 



Thou art giving and forgiving, Ever blessing, ever blest,  
Well-spring of the joy of living, Ocean-depth of happy rest!  
Father, Son, and Holy Spirit, Fountainhead of love divine:  
Joyful, we Thy heav’n inherit! Joyful, we by grace are Thine! 
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Thanksgiving Worship 

November 25th at 6:00pm & November 26th at 9:00am 

We will be collecting canned goods and paper items to support our 

needy members as well as Hope Lutheran Church’s Food Pantry. 

You may bring your donations up to the altar before each 

Thanksgiving Worship service.  


