LAST SUNDAY OF THE CHURCH YEAR
Amen!
November 25 & 26, 2017
5:00pm & 8:00am
AS WE GATHER
“To be continued . . .” Those simple words sometimes show up on the screen at the
conclusion of a television show, announcing that something is yet to come to complete
what has already been presented. The theme of the Last Sunday of the Church Year is
that sort of message. Over the past Church Year, the history of salvation in Christ has
been presented, and the work of the Holy Spirit through the Church has been
celebrated. Now, the return of Christ the King is awaited, when the divine plan is
unfolded. To what has been, what is now, and what will be in God’s design, we add our
joyful “Amen!”

WELCOME
"Blessed are those who dwell in your house, ever singing your praise!
Blessed are those whose strength is in you,
in whose heart are the highways to Zion. (Psalm 84:4-5, ESV)
HANDSHAKES & HUGS
 PREPARATION 
OPENING HYMN #810 “O God of God, O Light of Light”
O God of God, O Light of Light, O Prince of Peace and King of kings:
To You in heav-en’s glory bright The song of praise forever rings.
To Him who sits upon the throne, The Lamb once slain but raised again,
Be all the glory He has won, All thanks and praise! Amen, amen.
For deep in prophets’ sacred page, And grand in poets’ winged word,
Slowly in type, from age to age The nations saw their coming Lord;
Till through the deep Judean night Rang out the son, “Good-will to men!”
Sung once by first-born sons of light, It echoes now, “Good-will!” Amen.
That life of truth, those deeds of love, That death so steeped in hate and scornThese all are past, and now above He reigns, our King once crowned with thorn.
Lift up your heads, O mighty gates! So sang that host beyond our ken.
Lift up your heads, your King awaits. We lift them up. Amen, amen.
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Then raise to Christ a mighty song, And shout His name, His mercies tell!
Sing, heav’n-ly host, your praise prolong, And all on earth, your anthem swell!
All hail, O Lamb for sinners slain! Forever let the song ascend!
Worthy the Lamb, enthroned to reign, All glory, pow’r! Amen, amen.
(Rise)
INVOCATION & OPENING SENTENCES
Pastor: In the name of the Father and of the  Son and of the Holy Spirit.
People: Amen.
Pastor: Holy, holy, holy, is the Lord God Almighty,
People: who was and is and is to come!
Pastor: Worthy are you, our Lord and God,
People: to receive glory and honor and power,
Pastor: for you created all things,
People: and by your will they existed and were created.
CONFESSION & ABSOLUTION
Pastor: Beloved in the Lord, sheep of the Good Shepherd, we know of His
abiding goodness and mercy. With confidence, let us come before our
Lord to confess our sins and to find the forgiveness we seek.
People: Almighty God, we admit our sinfulness, both that which is within us
from the beginning and that which continues to occur in our lives
through our transgressions in thought, word, and deed. Forgive us,
renew us, and create in us clean hearts so that we may serve you as
your redeemed people, now and forever.
Pastor: God hears our cries for mercy, and because of the sacrifice of His
beloved Son for the sins of all people, He grants forgiveness. In the stead
and by the command of my Lord Jesus Christ, I forgive you all your sins
in the name of the Father and of the  Son and of the Holy Spirit. May
you live confidently in this life as you await the joy of life everlasting. Be
at peace!
People: Amen.
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HYMN OF PRAISE
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Refrain: This is the feast of victory for our God. Alleluia, alleluia, alleluia.
Worthy is Christ, the Lamb who was slain,
whose blood set us free to be people of God. Refrain
Power, riches, wisdom, and strength,
and honor, blessing, and glory are His. Refrain
Sing with all the people of God,
and join in the hymn of all creation:
Blessing, honor, glory, and might
be to God and the Lamb forever. Amen. Refrain
For the Lamb who was slain has begun His reign. Alleluia.
This is the feast of victory for our God. Alleluia, alleluia, alleluia.
SALUTATION & PRAYER OF THE DAY
Pastor: The Lord be with you.
People: And also with you.
Pastor: Let us pray. Eternal God, merciful Father, you have appointed your Son
as judge of the living and the dead. Enable us to wait for the day of His
return with our eyes fixed on the Kingdom prepared for your own from
the foundation of the world; through Jesus Christ, our Lord, who lives
and reigns with you and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever.
People: Amen.
(Be seated)
 WORD 
OLD TESTAMENT READING Ezekiel 34:11–16, 20–24 (The Lord will search for His
sheep.) “For thus says the Lord GOD: Behold, I, I myself will search for my sheep and will
seek them out. As a shepherd seeks out his flock when he is among his sheep that have
been scattered, so will I seek out my sheep, and I will rescue them from all places where
they have been scattered on a day of clouds and thick darkness. And I will bring them
out from the peoples and gather them from the countries, and will bring them into their
own land. And I will feed them on the mountains of Israel, by the ravines, and in all the
inhabited places of the country. I will feed them with good pasture, and on the
mountain heights of Israel shall be their grazing land. There they shall lie down in good
grazing land, and on rich pasture they shall feed on the mountains of Israel. I myself will
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be the shepherd of my sheep, and I myself will make them lie down, declares the
Lord GOD. I will seek the lost, and I will bring back the strayed, and I will bind up the
injured, and I will strengthen the weak, and the fat and the strong I will destroy. I will
feed them in justice. “Therefore, thus says the Lord GOD to them: Behold, I, I myself will
judge between the fat sheep and the lean sheep. Because you push with side and
shoulder, and thrust at all the weak with your horns, till you have scattered them
abroad, I will rescue my flock; they shall no longer be a prey. And I will judge between
sheep and sheep. And I will set up over them one shepherd, my servant David, and he
shall feed them: he shall feed them and be their shepherd. And I, the LORD, will be their
God, and my servant David shall be prince among them. I am the LORD; I have spoken.

EPISTLE 1 Corinthians 15:20–28 (All will be made alive in Christ.)
But in fact Christ has been raised from the dead, the firstfruits of those who have fallen
asleep. For as by a man came death, by a man has come also the resurrection of the
dead. For as in Adam all die, so also in Christ shall all be made alive. But each in his own
order: Christ the firstfruits, then at his coming those who belong to Christ. Then comes
the end, when he delivers the kingdom to God the Father after destroying every rule
and every authority and power. For he must reign until he has put all his enemies under
his feet. The last enemy to be destroyed is death. For “God has put all things in
subjection under his feet.” But when it says, “all things are put in subjection,” it is plain
that he is excepted who put all things in subjection under him. When all things are
subjected to him, then the Son himself will also be subjected to him who put all things in
subjection under him, that God may be all in all.

(Rise)
HOLY GOSPEL Matthew 25:31–46 (The sheep and the goats are separated.)
“When the Son of Man comes in his glory, and all the angels with him, then he will sit on
his glorious throne. Before him will be gathered all the nations, and he will separate
people one from another as a shepherd separates the sheep from the goats. And he will
place the sheep on his right, but the goats on the left. Then the King will say to those on
his right, ‘Come, you who are blessed by my Father, inherit the kingdom prepared for
you from the foundation of the world. For I was hungry and you gave me food, I was
thirsty and you gave me drink, I was a stranger and you welcomed me, I was naked and
you clothed me, I was sick and you visited me, I was in prison and you came to me.’ Then
the righteous will answer him, saying, ‘Lord, when did we see you hungry and feed you,
or thirsty and give you drink? And when did we see you a stranger and welcome you, or
naked and clothe you? And when did we see you sick or in prison and visit you?’ And
the King will answer them, ‘Truly, I say to you, as you did it to one of the least of these
my brothers, you did it to me.’ “Then he will say to those on his left, ‘Depart from me,
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you cursed, into the eternal fire prepared for the devil and his angels. For I was hungry
and you gave me no food, I was thirsty and you gave me no drink, I was a stranger and
you did not welcome me, naked and you did not clothe me, sick and in prison and you
did not visit me.’ Then they also will answer, saying, ‘Lord, when did we see you hungry
or thirsty or a stranger or naked or sick or in prison, and did not minister to you?’ Then
he will answer them, saying, ‘Truly, I say to you, as you did not do it to one of the least
of these, you did not do it to me.’ And these will go away into eternal punishment, but
the righteous into eternal life.”

(Be seated)
CHILDREN’S MESSAGE
SERMON HYMN #851 “Lord of Glory, You Have Bought Us”
Lord of glory, You have bought us With Your lifeblood as the price,
Never grudging for the lost ones That tremendous sacrifice;
And with that have freely given Blessings countless as the sand
To the unthankful and the evil With Your own unsparing hand.
Grant us hearts, dear Lord, to give You Gladly, freely of Your own.
With the sunshine of Your goodness Melt our thankless hearts of stone
Till our cold and selfish natures, Warmed by You, at length believe
That more happy and more blessed ‘Tis to give than to receive.
Wondrous honor You have given To our humblest charity
In Your own mysterious sentence, “You have done it all to Me.”
Can it be , O gracious Master, That You deign for alms to sue,
Saying by Your poor and needy, “Give as I have giv’n to you”?

People: I believe in the Holy Spirit, the holy Christian Church, the communion
of saints, the forgiveness of sins, the resurrection of the body, and the
life everlasting. Amen.
Pastor: What does this mean?
People: I believe that I cannot by my own reason or strength believe in Jesus
Christ, my Lord, or come to Him; but the Holy Spirit has called me by
the Gospel, enlightened me with His gifts, sanctified and kept me in
the true faith. In the same way He calls, gathers, enlightens, and
sanctifies the whole Christian Church on earth, and keeps it with Jesus
Christ in the one true faith. In this Christian Church He daily and richly
forgives all my sins and the sins of all believers. On the Last Day He will
raise me and all the dead, and give eternal life to me and all believers
in Christ. This is most certainly true.
(Be seated)
OFFERING As your offering is collected, please sign our attendance book located at
the end of the pew. If you are a visitor, please leave your address and phone. After you
are finished, please pass the book along to others in your pew, and return the book to
the center aisle. You may check the register to see the names of those to greet after the
service.

(Rise)
CREED The Third Article
Pastor: In the Third Article, we affirm our confession of the last things and add
our “Amen” to all we have professed that we believe.

(Rise)
PRAYERS OF THE CHURCH
Pastor: Let us pray for the whole people of God in Christ Jesus and for all people
according to their needs. Lord God almighty, we pray for all your
people, that they may always be prepared for the Son of Man to return
in glory by being kept safe and secure in the Lord’s flock.
People: Bless us with a strong and steadfast faith and help us to share our faith
with others.
Pastor: Compassionate Lord, we pray for all who are scattered and gone astray,
asking that by the power of the Holy Spirit they would return to the fold
of Christ’s church.
People: Move us to reach out to those who struggle with doubts and even
those who have no faith, that they might become strong in the faith
before Christ returns to judge the living and the dead.
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Lord of glory, You have bought us With Your lifeblood as the price,
Never grudging for the lost ones That tremendous sacrifice.
Give us faith to trust You boldly, Hope, to stay our souls on You;
but, oh, best of all Your graces, With Your love our love renew.
SERMON

"Blessed or Cursed?"

Matthew 25:31-46

Pastor: Lord of the Church, we pray for all pastors in Christ, that they may
remain ever faithful in proclaiming the Truth of sin and grace, law and
gospel. Bless and be with Pastor Chuck Ferry and family as they serve on
the mission field and bless Rachel Meyer as she prepares to serve in
Uganda.
People: Bless the preaching and teaching of your holy Word, that many may
know Christ and be saved.
Pastor: Lord of the nations, we pray for all in authority, that even as the
kingdoms of this world are passing away, they may be granted wisdom
and protection as they carry out their duties.
People: Bless us to be good citizens in our earthly life and to look for the
coming kingdom of Christ.
Pastor: God of provision, we pray for the hungry, the homeless, the unemployed
and underemployed, asking that they may be granted daily bread as
they have need of it.
People: Move us also to be generous with your bounty and share with those in
need.
Pastor: Lord of salvation, guide and restore those who are imprisoned and
facing the consequences of their sinful choices.
People: Send them chaplains and others who will share with them the Gospel
of peace and restoration.
Pastor: God of healing and peace, we pray for the sick, the afflicted, and those
distressed, including Pat, Cliff, Dee, Dan, Jeff, Doris, Judy, Jonathan,
Manley, Jerry, Debbie, Pat, Charles, Ruth, Shirley, Gladys, Herb, Ervin,
Matthew, Arlene, Dorothy, John, Arlene, LuEva, Jean, Russ, Jack, Shirley,
Helen, Leonard, and Sarah.
People: Grant them healing in body and soul, comfort them, support and
encourage them through the visitation of fellow believers, and grant
them hope and peace in Christ.
Pastor: Lord of life, we praise you for the gift of life and all its blessings. We
rejoice with Scott and Shelly as they celebrate their 29th wedding
anniversary, even as we join with the Wollerman family upon Edith’s
90th birthday.
People: Bless our hearts and souls with a spirit of thankfulness each and every
day.
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Pastor: God of grace, we pray for all who receive the Lord’s body and blood this
day, that they may be granted forgiveness and life eternal.
People: Bless us to approach the altar with repentant hearts and the full
assurance of faith, that we may receive this precious gift and all the
blessings it brings.
Pastor: God of comfort and hope, be with all those who grieve the passing of
loved ones and bless their hearts by the memories of loved ones and the
hope we have in Christ. We pray for LouAnn Zimmel, as she remembers
her mom on her birthday and her dad who passed into glory at this time
of the year.
People: Grant all who grieve the comfort that comes from looking to the
resurrection of the dead and the life of the world to come.
Pastor: Lord of heaven, we remember all the faithful departed, filled with
thankfulness as we look forward to the day when we are reunited with
them in the world to come.
People: Fill us with expectant joy and certain hope as we long for you to come
again in glory.
Pastor: Into your hands, O Lord, we commend all for whom we pray, trusting in
your mercy, through Jesus Christ, your Son, our Lord, who lives and
reigns with you and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever.
People: Amen.
THE LORD’S PRAYER
 SACRAMENT 
THE WORDS OF OUR LORD
THE PEACE OF THE LORD
Pastor: The peace of the Lord be with you always.
People: Amen.
AGNUS DEI
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Lamb of God, You take away the sin of the world; have mercy on us.
Lamb of God, You take away the sin of the world; have mercy on us.
Lamb of God, You take away the sin of the world; grant us peace.
(Be seated)
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DISTRIBUTION Those guests who desire to commune who are members of another
LCMS congregation may do so; if you are coming from another church background,
please see the pastor or an elder first.

HYMN #663 “Rise, My Soul, to Watch and Pray”
Rise, my soul, to watch and pray, From your sleep awaken!
Be not by the evil day Unawares o’er taken; For the foe, Well we know,
In a harvest reaping While the saints are sleeping.
Watch against the devil’s snares Lest asleep he find you;
For indeed no pains he spares To deceive and blind you. Satan’s prey Oft are they
Who secure are sleeping And no watch are keeping.
Watch! Let not the wicked world With its lies defeat you
Lest withhold deceptions hurled It betray and cheat you.
Watch and see Lest there be Faithless friends to charm you,
Who but seek to harm you.
Watch against yourself, my soul, Lest with grace you trifle;
Let not self your thoughts control Nor God’s mercy stifle.
Pride and sin Lurk within, All your hopes to shatter; Heed not when they flatter.
But while watching, also pray To the Lord unceasing.
God protects you day by day, Strength and faith increasing,
So that still Mind and will Shall unite to serve Him And forever love him.
HYMN #537 “Beautiful Savior”
Beautiful Savior, King of creation, Son of God and Son of Man!
Truly I’d love Thee, Truly I’d serve Thee, Light of my soul, my joy, my crown.
Fair are the meadows, Fair are the woodlands,
Robed in flow’rs of blooming spring; Jesus is fairer, Jesus is purer,
He makes our sorr’wing spirit sing.
Fair is the sunshine, Fair is the moonlight, Bright the sparkling stars on high;
Jesus shines brighter, Jesus shine purer Than all the angels in the sky.
Beautiful Savior, Lord of the nations, Son of God and Son of Man!
Glory and honor, Praise, adoration Now and forever-more be Thine!
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HYMN #832 “Jesus Shall Reign”
Jesus shall reign where’er the sun Does its successive journeys run:
His kingdom stretch from shore to shore Till moons shall wax and wane no more.
To Him shall endless prayer be made, And endless praises crown His head;
His name like sweet perfume shall rise With ev’ry morning sacrifice.
People and realms of ev’ry tongue Dwell on His love with sweetest song;
And infant voices shall proclaim Their early blessings on His name.
Blessings abound where’er He reigns: The pris’ners leap, unloose their chains,
The weary find eternal rest, And all who suffer want are blest.
Let ev’ry creature rise and bring Honors peculiar to our King;
Angels descend with songs again, And earth repeat the loud amen.
COMMON DISMISSAL
(Rise)
POST-COMMUNION THANKSGIVING
Pastor: Gracious God, heavenly Father, again you have welcomed us to your
Table and have given us a foretaste of the feast to come in your eternal
kingdom. Adding our amens to those of the saints and angels around
your throne, we thank you and ask that we may rejoice in your presence
and hold fast to your promises. Grant your Holy Spirit to enlighten us
with His gifts so that we may live out our days in hope, eagerly awaiting
the return of Christ in justice and glory. We ask this in the blessed name
of our Savior Jesus Christ.
People: Amen.
BENEDICTION
Pastor: God the Father bless your lives and your deeds with His peace. God the
 Son, our Lord Jesus Christ, fill your hearts and your days with hope.
God the Holy Spirit be with you to make your lives expressions of God’s
gracious and abiding love, now and forever.
People: Amen.
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CLOSING HYMN #921 “On What Has Now Been Sown”
On what has now been sown Thy blessing, Lord, bestow;
The pow’r is Thine alone To make it sprout and grow.
Do Thou in grace the harvest raise, And Thou alone shalt have the praise!
To Thee our wants are known, From Thee are all our pow’rs;
Accept what is Thine own And pardon what is ours.
Our praises, Lord, and prayers receive, And to Thy Word a blessing give.
O grant that each of us, Now met before Thee here,
May meet together thus When Thou and Thine appear
And follow Thee to heav’n, our home. E’en so, amen, Lord Jesus, come!
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