FIRST SUNDAY IN ADVENT
Humility and Thankfulness
So Much to Be Thankful for; So Much More Love to Show
November 28 & 29, 2015
As We Gather
How cheerful are we about God’s invitation to trust him with our wealth to the degree that
we can contribute generously to his mission in our midst? Today we’ll discover what a
difference “cheerfulness” makes, as we prepare to make a commitment to our Renewed in
Christ campaign.

Lighting of the Advent Wreath
Welcome
Stewardship Story
Therefore, my dear brothers, stand firm. Let nothing move you.
Always give yourselves fully to the work of the Lord,
because you know that your labor in the Lord is not in vain.
(1 Corinthians 15:58, NIV)

Handshakes & Hugs

Confession and Announcement of Grace
Pastor: “The Lord is my light and my salvation; whom shall I fear? The Lord is the
stronghold of my life; of whom shall I be afraid?” (Ps. 27:1)
People: Lord, you call us to trust you. You invite us to be cheerful in the midst of
the challenges of life. Yet we fear. We need your forgiveness, for our fear
is evidence that we refuse to remember your promises, we forget your
invitation to trust you, and we fail to rely on your help and blessings of
the past. Lord, for the sake of the One who had no fear, Jesus, forgive us.
We pause to remember and repent of our sin
Pastor: The Lord has told us, “A glad heart makes a cheerful face”. Let our hearts
be glad, for our Savior trusted his Father completely, because we cannot;
our Lord fully trusted his Father, no matter what the challenge, because
our trust fails us. In him, we have the forgiveness of all our sin, in the name
of the Father, and of the Son, and of the Holy Spirit. Now that our hearts
are glad, let our faces reflect that, and cheerfully sing our gratitude to him.
People: Amen.
Hymn of Praise #814

Hymn of Invocation #812 “Come, Let Us Join Our Cheerful Songs”

O bless the Lord, my soul, Nor let His mercies lie
Forgotten in unthankfulness And without praises die!

“Worthy the Lamb that died”, they cry, “To be exalted thus!”
“Worthy the Lamb,” our lips reply, “For He was slain for us!”

Let all creation join in one To bless the sacred name
Of Him who sits upon the throne And to adore the Lamb.
(Rise)
Invocation
Pastor: In the name of the Father and of the  Son and of the Holy Spirit.
People: Amen.

Stanzas 1-3

O bless the Lord, my soul! Let all within in me join
And aid my tongue to bless His name Whose favors are divine.

Come, let us join our cheerful songs With angels round the throne;
Ten thousand thousand are their tongues, But all their joys are one.

Jesus is worthy to receive Honor and pow’r divine;
And blessings more than we can give Be, Lord, forever Thine.

“O Bless the Lord, My Soul”

‘Tis He forgives thy sins; ‘Tis He relieves thy pain;
‘Tis He that heals thy sicknesses And makes thee young again.
Collect
Pastor: Lord God, heavenly Father,
People: as you call us to respond cheerfully to the salvation you have given us
through your Son, now renew our joy through your Word, that as
cheerful givers, we would gratefully participate in your mission in this
place; for you live and reign with your Father and the Holy Spirit, One
God, now and forever. Amen.
(Be seated)
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Thus, Lord Jesus, every task Be to You commended;
May Your will be done, I ask, Until life is ended.
Jesus, in Your name begun Be the day’s endeavor;
Grant that it may well be done To Your praise forever.

Epistle 2 Corinthians 8:1-5; 9:6-8 (Our response to God’s grace is deliberate, free, and
cheerful) And now, brothers, we want you to know about the grace that God has given the
Macedonian churches. Out of the most severe trial, their overflowing joy and their extreme
poverty welled up in rich generosity. For I testify that they gave as much as they were
able, and even beyond their ability. Entirely on their own, they urgently pleaded with us for
the privilege of sharing in this service to the saints. And they did not do as we expected,
but they gave themselves first to the Lord and then to us in keeping with God's
will. Remember this: Whoever sows sparingly will also reap sparingly, and whoever sows
generously will also reap generously. Each man should give what he has decided in his
heart to give, not reluctantly or under compulsion, for God loves a cheerful giver. And God
is able to make all grace abound to you, so that in all things at all times, having all that you
need, you will abound in every good work.

(Rise)
Holy Gospel Luke 21:1-4 (Cheerful giving depends upon deep trust in God’s provision for
all things) As he looked up, Jesus saw the rich putting their gifts into the temple
treasury. He also saw a poor widow put in two very small copper coins. "I tell you the
truth," he said, "this poor widow has put in more than all the others. All these people gave
their gifts out of their wealth; but she out of her poverty put in all she had to live on."

Sermon

Offering As your offering is collected, please sign our attendance book located at the end
of the pew. If you are a visitor, please leave your address and phone. After you are finished,
please pass the book along to others in your pew, and return the book to the center aisle.
You may check the register to see the names of those to greet after the service.

Offertory #842

As You, Lord, have lived for others, So may we for others love.
Freely have Your gifts been granted; Freely may Your servants give.
Yours the gold and Yours the silver, Yours the wealth of land and sea;
We but stewards of Our bounty Held in solemn trust will be.

Let each day begin with prayer, Praise, and adoration.
On the Lord cast every care; He is your salvation.
Morning, evening, and at night Jesus will be near you,
Save you from the tempter’s might, With His presence cheer you.
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Stanzas 1-3

Son of God, eternal Savior, Source of life and truth and grace,
Word made flesh, whose birth among us Hallows all our human race,
You our Head, who, throned in glory, For Your own will ever plead;
Fill us with Your love and pity, Heal our wrongs and help our need.

With the Lord begin your task; Jesus will direct it.
For His aid and counsel ask; Jesus will perfect it.
Every morn with Jesus rise, And when day is ended,
In His name then close your eyes; Be to Him commended.

If your task be thus begun With the Savior’s blessing,
Safely then your course will run, Toward the promise pressing.
Good will follow everywhere While you here must wander;
You at last the joy will share In the mansions yonder.

“Son of God, Eternal Savior”
(Sung as offerings are gathered)

“With the Lord Begin Your Task”

With your Savior at your side, Foes need not alarm you;
In His promises confide, And no ill can harm you.
All your trust and hope repose In the mighty Master,
Who in wisdom truly knows How to stem disaster.

2 Corinthians 8:1-5; 9:6-8

(Rise)
The Apostles’ Creed (found on the inside back cover of the hymnal)
(Be seated)

(Be seated)
Hymn of the Day #869

“Cheerful Giving”

Come, O Christ, and reign among us, King of love and Prince of Peace;
Hush the storm of strife and passion, Bid its cruel discords cease.
By Your patient years of toiling, By Your silent hours of pain,
Quench our fevered thirst of pleasure, Stem our selfish greed of gain.
(Rise)
Offertory Prayer
Pastor: Lord of the Church,
People: as we bring you these offerings, we pray for the trust, wisdom, and
commitment we will need as we ponder our future response to your
grace. Move us by your Spirit to pray, to decide, and then to cheerfully
give from the blessings you have first given us, in a way that brings joy to
others, and glory to you. In our Savior’s name we ask it; Amen.
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Prayer of the Church
Pastor: Let us pray for all people according to God’s will. Almighty God, we give
you thanks for bringing us to the end of one church year and to the
beginning of another. As you have kept us in the past, we pray you would
keep us in the days to come.
People: Teach us to be faithful in all things, grateful for all your gifts, urgent in
your work and hopeful for Christ’s coming again.
Pastor: Almighty God, we long for an end to the struggles of this life and to begin
everlasting life with Christ and all the saints in your presence forevermore.
Keep us from becoming content with this life and from despair over the
burdens of the flesh.
People: We pray ever more earnestly to see your face and to know in full the joy
of your presence.
Pastor: Almighty God, we know how easily the good things you have supplied can
be abused and used for harm instead of good. Deliver all who struggle with
addiction and depression.
People: Restore us when we fall and bring us the strength of your Word and
Sacraments to sustain us.
Pastor: Almighty God, we are humbled by the generosity of those who are
impoverished and we are inspired by the widow who gave her mites which
was all she had to live on.
People: Grant us to cheerfully bring our offerings and make us to be a people with
generous hearts like yours.
Pastor: Almighty God, we enjoy the many and rich blessings you have showered
upon our nation. Grant to us wise and faithful leaders who will help us use
your bounty for good.
People: Establish your peace among the nations, and bring to nothing the plots of
those who delight in evil, terror and violence.
Pastor: Almighty God, you graciously sent your Son into the world to be our Savior.
Fill our hearts with anticipation of His coming again. Bless us with faith to
see that He comes to us now in the bread that is His body and the cup that
is His blood.
People: Feed and nourish us in Christ, that we may renounce ungodliness and live
righteous and holy lives to the praise of Your glory.
Pastor: Almighty God, we face illness, pain, suffering, grief and death, but not
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People:
Pastor:
People:
Pastor:
People:
Pastor:

People:

without your grace to comfort us or your hope to encourage us. We bring
before you this day your servants Mae, Marion, Debra, Helen, Leonard,
Shirley, June, LuEva, Eleanor, Linda, Gladys, Russ, Kathleen, Jack, Shirley,
Marion, Gretchen, Lois and Sarah.
Give grace to each as they have need, that sustained through their
afflictions they may rejoice in your promises.
Almighty God, we claim nothing as our own, for all things come from you.
Accept the worship of our lips, the service of our lives and the tithes and
offerings we bring in Jesus’ name.
Grant that we may use all things for your glory, for the blessing of those
in our care and for the support of Your Church.
Almighty God, you are a good, gracious, and giving and so we rejoice in
your goodness. We join with the Baars family as Mike, Kristy, Carolyn, and
Louise celebrate their birthdays.
We also join with Mary Ann in giving thanks to you for all your blessings.
Almighty God, we pray not as we ought but as we are able, trusting in your
mercy to supply us with all things needful and beneficial. Keep far from us
all things harmful, that we may be kept holy and blameless to the day of
Christ’s coming; through Jesus Christ, our Lord.
Amen.

The Lord’s Prayer
Words of Institution
Peace of the Lord
Pastor: The peace of the Lord be with you always.
People: Amen.
(Be seated)
Agnus Dei
Page 198
O Christ, Thou Lamb of God, that takest away the sin of the world,
have mercy upon us.
O Christ, Thou Lamb of God, that takest away the sin of the world,
have mercy upon us.
O Christ, Thou Lamb of God, that takest away the sin of the world,
grant us Thy peace. Amen.
(Be seated)
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Distribution Those guests who desire to commune who are members of another LCMS
congregation may do so; if you are coming from another church background, please see
the pastor or an elder first.

Jesus has come as the King of all glory! Heaven and earth, O declare His great pow’r,
Capturing hearts with the heavenly story; Welcome Him now in this fast fleeting hour!
Ponder His love! Take the crown He has for you! Jesus has come! He, the King of all glory!

Hymn #710“The Lord’s My Shepherd, I’ll Not Want”

Hymn #680 “Thine the Amen, Thine the Praise”

The Lord’s my shepherd, I’ll not want; He makes me down to lie
In pastures green; He leadeth me The quiet waters by.

Thine the amen Thine the praise Alleluias angels raise
Thine the everlasting head Thine the breaking of the bread
Thine the glory Thine the story Thine the harvest then the cup
Thine the vineyard then the cup is lifted up lifted up.

My soul He doth restore again And me to walk doth make
Within the paths of righteousness, E’en for His own name’s sake.
Yea, though I walk in death’s dark vale, Yet, will I fear no ill;
For Thou art with me , and Thy rod And staff me comfort still.

Thine the life eternally Thine the promise let there be
Thine the vision Thine the tree All the earth on bended knee
Gone the nailing gone the railing Gone the pleading gone the cry
Gone the sighing gone the dying what was loss lifted high.

My table Thou hast furnished In presence of my foes;
My head Thou dost with oil anoint, And my cup overflows.

Thine the truly Thine the yes Thine the table we the guest
Thine the mercy all from Thee Thine the glory yet to be
Then the ringing and the singing Then the end of all the war
Thine the living Thine the loving evermore evermore.

Goodness and mercy all my life Shall surely follow me;
And in God’s house forevermore My dwelling place shall be.
Hymn #533 “Jesus Has Come and Brings Pleasure”
Jesus has come and brings pleasure eternal, Alpha, Omega, Beginning and End;
God-head, humanity, union supernal, O great Redeemer, You come as our friend!
Heaven and earth, now proclaim this great wonder:
Jesus has come and brings pleasure eternal!
Jesus has come! Now see bonds rent asunder!
Fetters of death now dissolve, disappear.
See Him burst through with a voice as of thunder!
He sets us free from our guilt and our fear,
Lifts us from shame to the place of His honor.
Jesus has come! Hear the roll of God’s thunder!
Jesus has come as the mighty Redeemer.
See now the threatening strong one disarmed!
Jesus breaks down all the walls of death’s fortress,
Brings forth the pris’ners triumphant, unharmed.
Satan, you wicked one, own now your master!
Jesus has come! He, the mighty Redeemer!
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Thine the kingdom Thine the prize Thine the wonder full surprise
Thine the banquet then the praise Then the justice of Thy ways
Thine the glory Thine the story Then the welcome to the least
Then the wonder all increasing at Thy feast at Thy feast.
Thine the glory in the night No more dying only light
Thine the river Thine the tree Then the Lamb eternally
Then the holy holy holy Celebration jubilee
Thine the splendor Thine the brightness only Thee only Thee.
Common Dismissal
(Rise)
Post-Communion Prayer
Pastor: Lord of every blessing, as you have once again poured out your grace upon
us, let our response be more grateful, more intentional, and more cheerful
than it ever has been before, with the ultimate goal that your good news is
shared and hearts are awakened to faith; through Jesus Christ, your Son,
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our Lord, who lives and reigns with you and the Holy Spirit, one God, now
and forever.
People: Amen.
Benediction
Pastor: The Lord bless you and keep you; the Lord make his face to shine on you
and be gracious to you; the Lord look upon you with favor and give you
peace.
People: Amen.
Closing Hymn #735

Preacher
Liturgist
Lectors
Acolytes
Organist
Music Coordinator

Pastor Harold Bender
Pastor Gregg Stanton
Dalen Heinzen, Pam Akey, Bob Reynolds
Thomas Kadolph, Bree Rudig, Abigail Fellenbaum
Roger Gottschalk
Kim Woller

“Have No Fear, Little Flock”

Have no fear, little flock; Have no fear, little flock
For the Father has chosen To give you the Kingdom;
Have no fear little flock!
Have good cheer, little flock; Have good cheer, little flock,
For the Father will keep you In His love forever;
Have good cheer, little flock!
Praise the Lord high above; Praise the Lord high above,
For He stoops down to heal you, Uplift and restore you;
Praise the Lord high above!
Thankful hearts raise to God; Thankful hearts raise to God,
For He stays close beside you, In all things works with you;
Thankful hearts raise to God!

Advent Worship
December 2, 2015
10:00am & 6:00pm
“The Song of Zechariah”

Advent Dinner

December 2, 2015
4:45pm in the Fellowship Hall
Cheesy Potato Casserole with Ham,
green beans, fruit medley, chocolate
cherry bars.
Kids Meal: Hotdogs, chips, fruit

