TWENTIETH SUNDAY AFTER PENTECOST
An Example to All
October 21 & 22, 2017
5:00pm & 8:00am

AS WE GATHER
The Jewish people in exile in Babylon doubted God’s plan for them, but Isaiah gave them
hope when he was inspired to write the Lord’s address to King Cyrus. God would use
even this pagan ruler for the good of His people. And, indeed, they were able to return
to the Promised Land through an edict of Cyrus. The people of Jesus’ day chafed under
Roman rule, but Jesus taught to “render to Caesar” his due. It was under the Roman
occupation, after all, that Jesus was born, lived, died, and rose for our salvation.
Knowing that God is so resolute in His determination to use even evil and ungodly
intentions for His purpose and holy will, we can live in peace. We can trust Him for our
physical and spiritual needs. Paul commends the Church in Thessalonica for spreading
the Gospel, though at the time Christianity was an illegal religion. Whenever we doubt
God’s care, then the end of the story, God’s victory over all things, is our comfort for
time and eternity.

WELCOME
"For by grace you have been saved through faith.
And this is not your own doing; it is the gift of God,
not a result of works, so that no one may boast." (Ephesians 2:8-9, ESV)
HANDSHAKES & HUGS
 PREPARATION 
OPENING HYMN #654 “Your Kingdom, O God, Is My Glorious Treasure”
Your kingdom, O God, is my glorious treasure, My pearl of incomp’rable worth.
Its value exceeds ev’ry standard of measure, Surpassing the wealth of the earth.
Lord, give me Your grace and the pow’r of the Spirit To value this treasure aright
That, never allured by the world, I inherit Your kingdom of glory and light.
Your kingdom, O God, is alive with the power Your Word and Your Spirit bestow.
Like yeast, they affect the whole measure of flour, Enabling Your kingdom to grow.
Empower me, Lord, as I live Your commission, Though humble my service may be,
And bring ev’ry planting to perfect fruition, A mustard seed grown to a tree.
1 continued

Your kingdom, O God, is a field for the growing Of seeds that Your mercy has sown;
But still in our midst is the enemy sowing The weeds that imperil Your own.
Sustain me, O Lord, till Your day of returning And harvest me homeward at last,
To shine in the homeland that quiets all yearning, Where sorrow and danger are past.
(Rise)
INVOCATION & OPENING SENTENCES
Pastor: In the name of the Father and of the  Son and of the Holy Spirit.
People: Amen.
Pastor: Worship the Lord in the splendor of holiness;
People: tremble before Him, all the earth!
Pastor: He will judge the world in righteousness,
People: and the peoples in His faithfulness.
CONFESSION & ABSOLUTION
Pastor: Our help is in the name of the Lord,
People: who made heaven and earth.
Pastor: I said, “I will confess my transgressions to the Lord,”
People: and you forgave the iniquity of my sin.
Pastor: Gracious heavenly Father,
People: we confess that our faith wavers at times. We allow things of this
world to produce uncertainty and fear within us. Although we believe
in your victory at the end of time, we fail to trust you to protect us and
relieve our anxieties each day. Forgive us, strengthen our faith in your
almighty power and unconditional love, and turn us again toward your
will. Grant us to serve you in peace and joy. Amen.
Pastor: Our Lord Jesus Christ with the Father and the Holy Spirit is Lord over all,
who rules in power over temporal and eternal powers. Yet He came to
earth as one of us, lived under earthly authorities, died to pay for all our
sins, and rose victorious. As a called and ordained servant of Christ, and
by His authority, I therefore forgive you all your sins in the name of the
Father and of the  Son and of the Holy Spirit.
People: Amen.
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SALUTATION & PRAYER OF THE DAY
Pastor: Let us pray. O God, who orders all things in heaven and on earth, have
mercy on us, and use for your good purposes the powers that you
permit around the world.
People: Grant us firm faith to see you at work through them or in spite of them
until our eyes behold you face-to-face;
Pastor: through Jesus Christ, your Son, our Lord, who lives and reigns with you
and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever.
People: Amen.
(Be seated)
 WORD 
OLD TESTAMENT READING Isaiah 45:1–7 (The Lord tells King Cyrus He will use him
for the sake of Israel.) Thus says the LORD to his anointed, to Cyrus, whose right hand I
have grasped, to subdue nations before him and to loose the belts of kings, to open
doors before him that gates may not be closed: “I will go before you and level the
exalted places, I will break in pieces the doors of bronze and cut through the bars of
iron, I will give you the treasures of darkness and the hoards in secret places, that you
may know that it is I, the LORD, the God of Israel, who call you by your name. For the
sake of my servant Jacob, and Israel my chosen, I call you by your name, I name you,
though you do not know me. I am the LORD, and there is no other, besides me there is no
God; I equip you, though you do not know me, that people may know, from the rising of
the sun and from the west, that there is none besides me; I am the LORD, and there is no
other. I form light and create darkness; I make well-being and create calamity; I am
the LORD, who does all these things.

EPISTLE 1 Thessalonians 1:1–10 (Paul commends the Thessalonians for spreading the
Gospel.) Paul, Silvanus, and Timothy, To the church of the Thessalonians in God the
Father and the Lord Jesus Christ: Grace to you and peace. We give thanks to God always
for all of you, constantly mentioning you in our prayers, remembering before our God
and Father your work of faith and labor of love and steadfastness of hope in our Lord
Jesus Christ. For we know, brothers loved by God, that he has chosen you, because our
gospel came to you not only in word, but also in power and in the Holy Spirit and with
full conviction. You know what kind of men we proved to be among you for your sake.
And you became imitators of us and of the Lord, for you received the word in much
affliction, with the joy of the Holy Spirit, so that you became an example to all the
believers in Macedonia and in Achaia. For not only has the word of the Lord sounded
forth from you in Macedonia and Achaia, but your faith in God has gone forth every
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where, so that we need not say anything. For they themselves report concerning us the
kind of reception we had among you, and how you turned to God from idols to serve
the living and true God, and to wait for his Son from heaven, whom he raised from the
dead, Jesus who delivers us from the wrath to come.

BELL ANTHEM (8:00)

“The Church’s One Foundation”

(Rise)
HOLY GOSPEL Matthew 22:15–22 (Jesus teaches about rendering civil authorities
their due.) Then the Pharisees went and plotted how to entangle him in his words. And
they sent their disciples to him, along with the Herodians, saying, “Teacher, we know
that you are true and teach the way of God truthfully, and you do not care about
anyone's opinion, for you are not swayed by appearances. Tell us, then, what you think.
Is it lawful to pay taxes to Caesar, or not?” But Jesus, aware of their malice, said, “Why
put me to the test, you hypocrites? Show me the coin for the tax.” And they brought
him a denarius. And Jesus said to them, “Whose likeness and inscription is this?” They
said, “Caesar's.” Then he said to them, “Therefore render to Caesar the things that are
Caesar's, and to God the things that are God's.” When they heard it, they marveled. And
they left him and went away. (Be seated)

CHILDREN’S MESSAGE
SERMON HYMN #940 “Holy God, We Praise Thy Name” Rise last stanza
Holy God, we praise Thy name; Lord of all, we bow before Thee.
All on earth Thy scepter claim, All in heav’n above adore Thee.
Infinite Thy vast domain, Everlasting is Thy reign.
Hark! The glad celestial hymn Angel choirs above are raising;
Cherubim and seraphim, In unceasing chorus praising,
Fill the heavn’s with sweet accord: Holy, holy, holy Lord!
Lo, the apostles’ holy train Join Thy sacred name to hallow;
Prophets swell the glad refrain, And the whiterobed martyrs follow,
And from morn to set of sun Through the Church the song goes on.
Thou art King of Glory, Christ; Son of God, yet born of Mary.
For us sinners sacrificed, As to death a Tributary,
First to break the bars of death, Thou hast opened heav’n to faith.
(Rise) Holy Father, holy Son, Holy Spirit, three we name Thee;
Though in essence only one, Undivided God we claim Thee
And, adoring, bend the knee While we own the mystery.
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SERMON

“An Example to All”

1 Thessalonians 1:1-10

(Rise)
APOSTLES’ CREED (found on the inside back cover of the hymnal)
(Be seated)
OFFERING As your offering is collected, please sign our attendance book located at
the end of the pew. If you are a visitor, please leave your address and phone. After you
are finished, please pass the book along to others in your pew, and return the book to
the center aisle. You may check the register to see the names of those to greet after the
service.

BELL ANTHEM DURING OFFERING (8:00) “Lord, I Lift Your Name on High”
(Rise)
PRAYERS OF THE CHURCH
Pastor: Let us pray to the Lord on behalf of His Church and for all people as they
have need.
God our Father, you have invited us to raise our prayers to you in the
name of Jesus, your beloved Son, and have promised to hear and
answer us. Give us confidence, that we may call upon you as your
people, and teach us to be content with what your wisdom and love
supply. Lord, in your mercy,
People: hear our prayer.
Pastor: God our Father, you have appointed on earth governments and
institutions that are accountable to you. Bless our nation and those in
authority over us, and teach us to be good and faithful citizens. Though
we are quick to judge and condemn what we dislike, give us patience
and wisdom, that we may encourage and support those who carry the
heavy mantle of leadership. Lord, in your mercy,
People: hear our prayer.
Pastor: God our Father, you have set apart a people for yourself and washed
them in the blood of the Lamb to be your own, to live under you in your
Kingdom forevermore. Give us faith, that we may daily be restored
through repentance and forgiveness, and renew our hearts that we may
desire to live in holiness, righteousness and faithfulness all our days.
Lord, in your mercy,
People: hear our prayer.
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Pastor: God our Father, you daily and richly supply all things needful for this
body and life, and you have provided for us everlasting life in Christ.
Protect us from being deceived or distracted by things of this world;
bless us to rejoice and remain focused on the eternal things won for us
by our Savior’s death and resurrection. Lord, in your mercy,
People: hear our prayer.
Pastor: God our Father, you have given us not only bread for the body but the
Word that endures forever. We come to our Lord’s table, at His
invitation, to receive the gift of His flesh and blood in this Holy
Sacrament. Give us grace, that what we have received with our lips we
may keep in our hearts and show forth your love in our lives. Lord, in
your mercy,
People: hear our prayer.
Pastor: God our Father, your Son has borne the weight of our sins and carried
the weakness of our flesh in His body on the cross. Be with the sick, the
suffering, the grieving and the dying in their hour of need. We especially
remember before you Dawn, Lonna, Jonathan, Manley, Jerry, Debbie,
Pat, Charles, Ruth, Jeannine, Shirley, Gladys, Herb, Doris, Carol, Ervin,
Matthew, Arlene, Mae, Dorothy, John, Arlene, LuEva, Jean, Russ, Jack,
Shirley, Helen, Leonard, Cliff, Sarah and those we name in our hearts.
We ask that everyone who calls on you may find comfort in your
presence, healing according to your will and be sustained through their
afflictions. Lord, in your mercy,
People: hear our prayer.
Pastor: God, our Father, you bring us hope in the face of hopelessness and
comfort in our time of grief. Bless, comfort, and be with Jennifer
Wachholtz and family upon the passing of her mother, Nancy. Bless
Sharon as she remembers Richard and Renee, as well as Larry and
Carol, as they lovingly remember Reinhold. Bless and comfort all who
continue to grieve the passing of loved ones. Lord, in your mercy,
People: hear our prayer.
Pastor: Remembering St. Luke, the blessed evangelist; St. James of Jerusalem;
and Sts. Simon and Jude, apostles, we recall the saints of old who loved
you and served you. We commend all things to your mercy in the name
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of Jesus Christ, our Lord, trusting that you will hear us and answer us
through the same Jesus Christ, our Lord, who lives and reigns with you
and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever.
People: Amen.
THE LORD’S PRAYER
 SACRAMENT 
THE WORDS OF OUR LORD
THE PEACE OF THE LORD
Pastor: The peace of the Lord be with you always.
People: Amen.
AGNUS DEI
Page 163
Lamb of God, You take away the sin of the world; have mercy on us.
Lamb of God, You take away the sin of the world; have mercy on us.
Lamb of God, You take away the sin of the world; grant us peace.
(Be seated)
DISTRIBUTION Those guests who desire to commune who are members of
another LCMS congregation may do so; if you are coming from another church
background, please see the pastor or an elder first.
BELL ANTHEM (8:00) “Doxology”
HYMN #732 “All Depends on Our Possessing”

All depends on our possessing God’s abundant grace and blessing,
Though all earthly wealth depart. They who trust with faith unshaken
By their God are not forsaken And will keep a dauntless heart.
He who to this day has fed me And to many joys has led me
Is and ever shall be mine. He who ever gently schools me,
He who daily guides and rules me Will remain my help divine.
Many spend their lives in fretting Over trifles and in getting
Things that have no solid ground. I shall strive to win a treasure
That will bring me lasting pleasure And that now is seldom found.
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When with sorrow I am stricken, Hope anew my heart will quicken;
All my longing shall be stilled. To His loving kindness tender
Soul and body I surrender, For on God alone I build.
Well He knows what best to grant me; All the longing hopes that haunt me,
Joy and sorrow, have their day. I shall doubt His wisdom never;
As God wills, so be it ever; I commit to Him my way.
If my days on earth He lengthen, God my weary soul will strengthen;
All my trust in Him I place. Earthly wealth is not abiding,
Like a stream away is gliding; Safe I anchor in His grace.
HYMN #627 “Jesus Christ, Our Blessed Savior”
Jesus Christ, our blessed Savior, Turned away God’s wrath forever;
By His bitter grief and woe He saved us from the evil foe.
As His pledge of love undying, He, this precious food supplying,
Gives His body with the bread, And with the wine the blood He shed.
Jesus here Himself is sharing; Heed then how you are preparing,
For if you do not believe, His judgment then you shall receive.
Praise the Father, who from heaven To His own this food has given,
Who, to mend what we have done, Gave into death His only Son.
Firmly hold with faith unshaken That this food is to be taken
By the sick who are distressed, By hearts that long for peace and rest.
Agony and bitter labor Were the cost of God’s high favor;
Do not come if you suppose You need not Him who died and rose.
Christ says: “Come, all you that labor, And receive My grace and favor:
Those who feel no pain or ill Need no physician’s help or skill.
“For what purpose was My dying If not for your justifying?
And what use this precious food If you yourself were pure and good?”
If your heart this truth professes And your mouth your sin confesses,
You will be your Savior’s guest, Be at His banquet truly blest.
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Let this food your faith so nourish That its fruit of love may flourish
And your neighbor learn from you How much God’s wondrous love can do.
HYMN #623 “Lord Jesus Christ, We Humbly Pray”

DISMISSAL
Pastor: Go in peace as you serve the Lord.
People: Thanks be to God!
CLOSING HYMN #813

“Rejoice, O Pilgrim Throng”

Lord Jesus Christ, we humbly pray That we may feast on You today;
Beneath these forms of bread and wine Enrich us with Your grace divine.

Rejoice, O pilgrim Throng! Rejoice, give thanks and sing;
Your festal banner wave on high, The cross of Christ your king.

Give us, who share this wondrous food, Your body broken and Your blood,
The grateful peace of sins forgiv’n, The certain joys of heirs of heav’n.

Refrain

By faith Your Word has made us bold To seize the gift of love retold;
All that You are we here receive, And all we are to You we give.
One bread, one cup, one body, we, Rejoicing in our unity,
Proclaim Your love until You come To bring Your scattered loved ones home.
Lord Jesus Christ, we humbly pray: O keep us steadfast till that day
When each will be Your welcomed guest In heaven’s high and holy feast.
COMMON DISMISSAL
(Rise)
POST-COMMUNION THANKSGIVING
Pastor: Let us pray. We give thanks to you, almighty God, that you have again
assured us of sins forgiven and your constant presence. Strengthen us
for whatever each day holds so that we may live together in joy and
share your endless love; through Jesus Christ, your Son, our Lord, who
lives and reigns with you and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever.
People: Amen.
BENEDICTION
Pastor: The Lord bless you and keep you. The Lord make His face shine on you
and be gracious to you. The Lord look upon you with favor and  give
you peace.
People: Amen.

Rejoice! Rejoice! Rejoice, give thanks, and sing!

With voice as full and strong As ocean’s surging praise,
Send forth the sturdy hymns of old, The psalms of ancient days. (Refrain)
With all the angel choirs, With all the saints on earth
Pour out the strains of joy and bliss, True rapture, noblest mirth. (Refrain)
Yet on and onward still, With hymn and chant and song,
Through gate and porch and columned aisle The hallowed pathways throng.
(Refrain)
Still lift your standard high, Still march in firm array,
As pilgrims through the darkness wend Till dawns the golden day. (Refrain)
At last the march shall end; The wearied ones shall rest;
The pilgrims find their home at last, Jerusalem the blest. (Refrain)
Praise Him who reigns on high, The Lord whom we adore:
The Father, Son, and Holy Ghost, One God forevermore. (Refrain)
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