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AS WE GATHER 
In one well-known Collect of the Church, we pray that the Lord would be with us 
as we are called to “ventures of which we cannot see the ending, by paths as yet 
untrodden, through perils unknown.” Certainly Martin Luther must have had the 
sense of unending ventures, untrodden paths, and unknown perils as he brought 
the focus of the Church back to the proclamation of the pure Gospel of Jesus 
Christ in the sixteenth century. It is a blessing to be able to look back to those 
times and “travel” with Luther and other servants of God from that era. 
Discovering a deeper appreciation of how they went out with good courage, 
assured that the hand of God was leading them and God’s love was supporting 
them, can encourage us on our journeys of faith in our times. May we be blessed 
on our journeys! 

WELCOME 

                         "For by grace you have been saved through faith.  
                       And this is not your own doing; it is the gift of God,  
      not a result of works, so that no one may boast." (Ephesians 2:8-9, ESV)     

HANDSHAKES & HUGS 
                                                   PREPARATION  

PRE-SERVICE HANDBELLS (8:00 & 10:30)  “You Are My All in all” 

(Rise) 
PROCESSIONAL HYMN #656  “A Mighty Fortress Is Our God”  
                              (At 5:00 & 8:00 the Choir will sing stanza 2)  

A mighty fortress is our God, A trusty shield and weapon; 
He helps us free from every need That hath us now o’er taken. 
The old evil foe Now means deadly woe; Deep guile and great might 
Are his dread arms in fight; On earth is not his equal. 
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With might of ours can naught be done, Soon were our loss effected; 
But for us fights the valiant One, Whom God Himself elected. 
Ask ye, Who is this? Jesus Christ it is, Of Sabaoth Lord, 
And there’s none other God; He holds the field forever. 

Though devils all the world should fill, All eager to devour us, 
We tremble not, we fear no ill; They shall not over pow’r us. 
This world’s prince may still Scowl fierce as he will, He can harm us none. 
He’s judged; the deed is done; One little word can fell him. 

The Word they still shall let remain Nor any thanks have for it; 
He’s by our side upon the plain With His good gifts and Spirit.  
And take they our life, Goods, fame, child, and wife,  
Though these all be gone, Our vict’ry has been won’  
The Kingdom ours remaineth. 

INVOCATION & OPENING SENTENCES 
Pastor: In the name of the Father and of the  Son and of the Holy Spirit. 
People: Amen. 
Pastor: God is our refuge and strength, 
People: a very present help in trouble. 
Pastor: Therefore we will not fear though the earth gives way, 
People: though the mountains be moved into the heart of the sea. 
Pastor: The Lord of hosts is with us; 
People: the God of Jacob is our fortress.   

CONFESSION & ABSOLUTION 
Pastor: Let us confess our sins to God, our merciful Father. 
People: Almighty God, Father of our Lord Jesus Christ, maker of all things and  
 judge of all people, we admit and confess our sinfulness. We have not  
 always walked in your ways according to your Law. We repent and are  
 truly sorry for our sins, those known to us and those unknown. Have  
 mercy on us, gracious God, because of the redemption won for us by  
 Jesus Christ, our Lord. Forgive us all that needs the forgiveness found  
 in Him alone, and by the power of the Holy Spirit, move us to serve  
 you faithfully as we await Christ’s coming in glory. This we ask through  
 Jesus Christ, our Lord.   
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Pastor: In His mercy, God has promised forgiveness of sins to those who repent  
 and turn to Him. As a servant of Christ, I announce to you the grace of  
 God and by His authority I forgive you all your sins in the name of the  
 Father and of the  Son and of the Holy Spirit. 
People: Amen. 

PRAYER 
Pastor: Let us pray. Almighty God, in your design for creation you place your  
 people in families. We thank you for the gifts that come to us through  
 our family members and for all those related to us through the  
 household of faith. Lead us daily to treasure those whose lives intersect  
 with ours and, as the Holy Spirit works within us, bind us ever more  
 closely together in Jesus’ name for time and for eternity. We ask this  
 through the same Jesus Christ, our Lord. 
People: Amen. 
(Be seated)   

THE REFORMATION AND FAMILY 

Reader 1: A Reformation journey that centers on God’s work through Martin 
Luther is of necessity a family event. Luther changed centuries of 
tradition in the Western Church by encouraging the marriage of 
clergy—including monks and nuns, if they felt that the married 
estate was their calling. Luther had nothing but praise for being 
married. He wrote: “Next to God’s Word, the world has not a more  

  lovely and endearing treasure on earth than the holy state of 
matrimony, which He has Himself instituted, preserving it, having 
adorned and blessed it above all stations.” Although Luther was 
initially hesitant to marry, fearing that he could be executed as a 
heretic at any time, the encouragement of his family and friends 
and the acceptance by Katharina von Bora of his proposal of 
marriage led him to be married in the summer of 1525. 

Reader 2: The home that Martin and his beloved Katie established was one in 
which the joy of family life was central. Six children were born to 
the couple, and the household expanded as the family took in  
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  orphans and relatives who needed a place to call home. Although 
Luther was busy with his church and university duties, he made 
sure there were times of enjoyment for everyone in the family 
circle. He stated, “Work is not the only way to serve the Lord. 
Celebrating and relaxing can be service as well.” Joining for singing 
and playing musical instruments together, especially after the 
evening meal, was a special way in which the Luther family 
celebrated and relaxed. 

Reader 1: The congenial tone that Luther set for family life was in contrast to 
the way in which he had been reared. Both his father, Hans, and his 
mother, Margaretha, were typical of their era in being firm 
disciplinarians who raised their son strictly and with great 
expectations. Their son Martin, named for a caring and charitable 
saint, always maintained his respect for his parents. In his Large 
Catechism, Luther commented on the Fourth Commandment in this 
way: “To the position of fatherhood and motherhood God has given  

  special distinction above all positions that are beneath it: He does 
not simply command us to love our parents, but to honor them.”  
Luther maintained close ties with his parents, who were especially 
delighted at the birth of their grandson Hans in June 1526. Martin 
and Katie Luther set the standard for parsonage life that influenced 
the following generations of clergy families in many ways. 

Reader 2: In medieval times it was almost an assumption that children were  
  born and reared for the benefit of their parents, who exerted  
  control over every aspect of their lives. In advocating proper 

education for all children, Luther asserted that children were to be 
raised for the good of the entire society, not just for their own 
personal gain and for the wealth of their immediate families. He 
wrote: “For if we wish to have excellent and able persons both for 
civil and Church leadership, we must spare no diligence, time, or 
cost in teaching and educating our children, so that they may serve 
God and the world. Luther believed in the spiritual, moral, 
intellectual, and physical education of young people, a heritage 
kept alive in Lutheran homes and churches today.   
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Pastor:  Luther saw both work and fellowship with family as gifts from God, 
a perspective we can gratefully share five hundred years later. 
Luther observed that “the Christian should be a person of few 
words and great deeds.” Let us join together in singing praise to our 
God for all His gifts. 

 
GLORIA #948                     “All Glory Be To God Alone”  

All glory be to God alone, Forevermore the highest one,  
Who did our sinful race befriend And grace and peace to us extend.  
Among us may His gracious will All hearts with deep thanksgiving fill. 

We praise You God; Your name we bless And worship You in humbleness;  
From day to day we glorify The everlasting God on high.  
Of Your great glory do we sing, And to Your throne our thanks we bring. 

Lord God, our King on heaven’s throne, Our Father, the Almighty One.  
O Lord, the solebegotten One, Lord Jesus Christ, the Father’s Son, 
True God from all eternity, O Lamb of God, to You we flee. 

You take the whole world’s sin away; Have mercy on us, Lord, we pray.  
You take the whole world’s sin away; O Lord, receive our prayer this day.  
From God’s right hand Your mercy send, To all the world Your grace extend. 

You only are the Holy One And over all are Lord alone.  
O Jesus Christ, we glorify You and the Spirit, Lord Most High;  
With Him You evermore shall be One in the Father’ majesty. 

                                                                WORD  

FIRST READING  Deuteronomy 6:4–9 (God’s words are on the hearts of His people.) 
“Hear, O Israel: The LORD our God, the LORD is one.  You shall love the LORD your God with 
all your heart and with all your soul and with all your might. And these words that I 
command you today shall be on your heart. You shall teach them diligently to your 
children, and shall talk of them when you sit in your house, and when you walk by the 
way, and when you lie down, and when you rise.  You shall bind them as a sign on your 
hand, and they shall be as frontlets between your eyes.  You shall write them on the 
doorposts of your house and on your gates.   
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Lector: This is the Word of the Lord. 
People: Thanks be to God. 

PSALM Psalm 119:89–96 
People: Forever, O LORD, your word is firmly fixed in the heavens. 
Women: Your faithfulness endures to all generations; you have established the  
 earth, and it stands fast.   
Men: By your appointment they stand this day, for all things are your servants. 
Women: If your law had not been my delight, I would have perished in my  
 affliction. 
Men: I will never forget your precepts, for by them you have given me life. 
People: I am yours; save me, for I have sought your precepts. 
Women: The wicked lie in wait to destroy me, but I consider your testimonies. 
Men: I have seen a limit to all perfection, but your commandment is  
 exceedingly broad. 
People: Glory be to the Father and to the Son and to the Holy Spirit; as it was in  
 the beginning, is now, and will be forever. Amen. 

THE REFORMATION AND CHRISTIAN HERITAGE 

Reader 1: The legacy of Martin Luther and his co-workers from the 
Reformation certainly relates to our lives of faith. Luther 
rediscovered the good news of God’s forgiveness in Christ given by 
faith without any merit or worthiness on our part. Luther, in 
translating the Scriptures into the language of the German people, 
opened God’s Word to everyday people and thus reinvigorated 
what is called “the priesthood of all believers.” Luther’s liturgical 
writing and hymn composition changed the shape of sacred music 
and made it a treasure to be shared by all Christians in worship. 
Luther’s focus on “Christ and His gospel” redirected the 
proclamation of Christian preachers and has influenced the 
direction of world Christianity for half a millennium. 

Reader 2: Luther’s influence reaches far beyond the Church and local 
congregations. His emphasis on the value of each person paved the 
way for government systems that reflected the will of more than a  

  ruler or ruling class. Luther’s insistence on education for girls as well 
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   as for boys set the stage for universal education of all children. His 
insistence that being married was to be valued as much as the 
monastic life chosen by many in his time has elevated the status of 
the family. Luther’s love for and contributions to the music of the 
Church continue to echo in sanctuaries around the world.   

Pastor:  The psalmist writes: “The LORD is my chosen portion and my cup .  . . 
The lines have fallen for me in pleasant places; indeed, I have a 
beautiful inheritance” (Psalm 16:5a, 6). Luther relied on the Lord for 
direction throughout his amazingly productive life. We are blessed 
by the heritage we have received and gratefully remember the 
contribution of the leaders of the Reformation era, even as we are 
directed to do in the following Epistle reading from Hebrews. 

EPISTLE Hebrews 13:7–9 (Remember your leaders!) 
Remember your leaders, those who spoke to you the word of God. Consider the 
outcome of their way of life, and imitate their faith. Jesus Christ is the same yesterday 
and today and forever. Do not be led away by diverse and strange teachings, for it is 
good for the heart to be strengthened by grace, not by foods, which have not benefited 
those devoted to them. 

Lector: This is the Word of the Lord. 
People: Thanks be to God. 

ANTHEM (5:00 & 8:00)          “Lord Keep Us Steadfast” 

(Rise) 
HOLY GOSPEL  Luke 10:38–42 (Jesus visits friends in their home.) 

Pastor: The Holy Gospel according to St. Luke, the tenth chapter. 
People: Glory to you, O Lord. 

Now as they went on their way, Jesus entered a village. And a woman named Martha 
welcomed him into her house.  And she had a sister called Mary, who sat at the Lord's 
feet and listened to his teaching. But Martha was distracted with much serving. And she 
went up to him and said, “Lord, do you not care that my sister has left me to serve 
alone? Tell her then to help me.” But the Lord answered her, “Martha, Martha, you 
are anxious and troubled about many things,  but one thing is necessary. Mary has 
chosen the good portion, which will not be taken away from her.”   
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Pastor: This is the Gospel of the Lord. 
People: Praise to you, O Christ. 
(Be seated) 

CHILDREN’S MESSAGE 

SERMON HYMN #589   “Speak, O Lord, Your Servant Listens”  
                (All sing stanza 1, Women stanza 2, Men stanza 3, All stanza 4)  

Speak, O Lord, Your servant listens, Let Your Word to me come near;  
Newborn life and spirit give me, Let each promise still my fear.  
Death’s dread pow’r, its inward strife, Wars against Your Word of life;  
Fill me, Lord, with love’s strong fervor That I cling to You forever! 

Oh, what blessing to be near You And to listen to Your voice;  
Let me ever love and hear You, Let Your Word be now my choice!  
Many hardened sinners, Lord, Flee in terror at Your Word;  
But to all who feel sin’s burden You give words of peace and pardon. 

Lord, Your words are waters living When my thirsting spirit pleads.  
Lord, Your words are bread life-giving; On Your words my spirit feeds.  
Lord, Your words will be my light Through death’s cold and dreary night;  
Yes, they are my sword prevailing And my cup of joy unfailing! 

As I pray, dear Jesus, hear me; Let Your words in me take root.  
May Your Spirit e’er be near me That I bear abundant fruit.  
May I daily sing Your praise, From my heart glad anthems raise,  
Till my highest praise is given In the endless joy of heaven. 

SERMON                           “The One Thing Necessary” –  Luke 10:38-42 

HYMN #582               “God’s Word Is Our Great Heritage” 

God’s Word is our great heritage And shall be ours forever; 
To spread its light from age to age Shall be our chief endeavor.  
Through life it guides our way, In death it is our stay.  
Lord, grant, while worlds endure, We keep its teachings pure  
Throughout all generations.    
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(Rise) 
NICENE CREED (found on the inside back cover of the hymnal) 
(Be seated)  

OFFERING  As your offering is collected, please sign our attendance book located at 
the end of the pew. If you are a visitor, please leave your address and phone. After you 
are finished, please pass the book along to others in your pew, and return the book to 
the center aisle. You may check the register to see the names of those to greet after the 
service. 

(Rise)  
PRAYERS OF THE CHURCH   
Pastor: Let us pray to our dear Father in heaven as His dear children, begging  
 Him to hear us in His mercy and grant to us all things needful and  
 profitable for our salvation. Gracious God, we give you thanks for your  
 faithfulness in raising up voices in every age and generation to recall  
 your people to the Gospel of Jesus Christ.  
People: As we remember Martin Luther and those who contended with Him for  
 the sake of the Kingdom, we ask you to raise up in our day faithful  
 pastors and church workers who will preach Jesus Christ crucified and  
 risen, building up your people and bringing still others to faith. 
Pastor:  Almighty Father, you did not abandon us to sin and its death but  
 delivered up your own Son to the cross in order to redeem a lost and  
 condemned people.  
People:  Keep this Gospel as the center of the Church’s proclamation and keep  
 your holy Word as the main thing in our lives.   
Pastor:  Merciful God, you continually look upon us in our weakness and  
 infirmity and grant grace sufficient for our need. Deliver the sick from  
 their afflictions, relieve the suffering, give comfort to those who mourn  
 and give peace to those in difficulty. We pray especially for Judy,  
 Jonathan, Manley, Jerry, Debbie, Pat, Charles, Ruth, Jeannine, Shirley,  
 Gladys, Herb, Doris, Carol, Ervin, Matthew, Arlene, Mae, Dorothy, John,  
 Arlene, LuEva, Jean, Russ, Jack, Shirley, Helen, Leonard, Cliff, Sarah and  
 all who have asked for our prayers. 
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People:  May your strength be made perfect in their weakness, your patience  
 sustain them in their troubles, and your peace console them until you  
 deliver them with perfect healing. 
Pastor:  Mighty Lord, you have given us your Word. Grant that we may teach it  
 and learn it well. Unite us as one people in the faithful doctrine of your  
 Son.  
People:  Guide us toward the future you have prepared for us. Restore the  
 wandering, and bring the lost to repentance and faith by the power of  
 your Spirit through your Means of Grace. 
Pastor:  Everlasting God, you have chosen to work through us, humble and  
 unworthy people. Keep us from thinking more highly of ourselves than  
 we ought, and keep us focused on the proclamation of the Gospel.  
People:  Correct, reprove and teach us so that we may reflect your Word and  
 truth to the world and many may be brought to faith. 
Pastor:  God of comfort and consolation, we pray for those who remember loved  
 ones and those grieving their passing.  We pray for the Harvey Laurich  
 family as they grieve the passing of his sister, Karen.  We ask your  
 blessing upon Nancy Cesar as she lovingly remembers her departed  
 husband, Jimmy. 
People:  Fill us all with the hope of the resurrection and the reunion we will  
 enjoy with the whole family of God in the life of the world to come. 
Pastor:  Blessed Lord, you know better than we our needs and the needs of your  
 Church and your world. Give us faith, that we may not fear in time of  
 trouble nor fall away in time of prosperity. 
People:  As we have been given this day and this time, give us the wisdom  
 neither to squander the moment nor to become captive to it, but so to  
 use earthly things in such a way that we may not be deprived of the  
 things eternal.  
Pastor:  Almighty God, in you, with you and through you are all things, so hear  
 us, heavenly Father, through Jesus Christ, your dear Son, by the power  
 of the Holy Spirit, that we may give you the glory forever and ever.  
People:  Amen. 
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                                                      SACRAMENT  
PREFACE 
Pastor: The Lord be with you. 
People: And also with you. 
Pastor: Lift up your hearts. 
People: We lift them to the Lord. 
Pastor: Let us give thanks to the Lord our God. 
People: It is right to give Him thanks and praise.  

PROPER PREFACE 
Pastor: It is truly good, right, and salutary that we should at all times and in all  
 places give thanks to you, Lord, our God, for you have had mercy on us  
 and given your only-begotten Son for our salvation. We bless you for the  
 life He lived among us on this earth. Grant that we may receive His truly  
 present body and blood as a guarantee of our salvation and as a  
 foretaste of the feast to come in your eternal kingdom. To you alone, O  
 Father, be all glory, honor, and praise, together with the Son and Holy  
 Spirit, now and forever. 
People: Amen. 

SANCTUS                  Page 208 
Holy, holy, holy Lord God of Sabaoth adored; 
Heav’n and earth with full acclaim shout the glory of your name.  
Sing hosanna in the highest, sing hosanna to the Lord;  
Truly blest is He who comes in the name of the Lord! 

THE LORD’S PRAYER 

THE WORDS OF OUR LORD  

THE PEACE OF THE LORD 
Pastor: The peace of the Lord be with you always. 
People: Amen. 
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AGNUS DEI                  Page 210 
O Jesus Christ, true Lamb of God, You take the sin of the world away;  
O Jesus Christ, true Lamb of God, Have mercy on us, Lord, we pray. 

O Jesus Christ, true Lamb of God, You take the sin of the world away;  
Have mercy on us, Jesus Christ, And grant us peace, O Lord, we pray. 

(Be seated) 

DISTRIBUTION Those guests who desire to commune who are members of 
another LCMS congregation may do so; if you are coming from another church 
background, please see the pastor or an elder first. 

HYMN #654     “Your Kingdom, O God, Is My Glorious Treasure”  
Your kingdom, O God, is my glorious treasure, My pearl of incomp’rable worth.  
Its value exceeds ev’ry standard of measure, Surpassing the wealth of the earth.  
Lord, give me Your grace and the pow’r of the Spirit To value this treasure aright  
That, never allured by the world, I inherit Your kingdom of glory and light. 

Your kingdom, O God, is alive with the power Your Word and Your Spirit bestow.  
Like yeast, they affect the whole measure of flour, Enabling Your kingdom to grow. 
Empower me, Lord, as I live Your commission, Though humble my service may be, 
And bring ev’ry planting to perfect fruition, A mustard seed grown to a tree. 

Your kingdom, O God, is a field for the growing Of seeds that Your mercy has sown; 
But still in our midst is the enemy sowing The weeds that imperil Your own.  
Sustain me, O Lord, till Your day of returning And harvest me homeward at last,  
To shine in the homeland that quiets all yearning, Where sorrow and danger are past. 

 
HYMN #726     “Evening and Morning” 

Evening and morning, sunset and dawning,  
Wealth, peace, and gladness, Comfort in sadness: 
These are Thy works; all the glory be Thine!  
Times without number, Awake or in slumber,  
Thine eye observes us, From danger preserves us,  
Causing Thy mercy upon us to shine.    
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Father, O hear me, Pardon and spare me;  
Calm all my terrors, Blot out my errors  
That by Thine eyes they may no more be scanned.  
Order my goings, Direct all my doings;  
As it may please Thee, Retain or release me;  
All I commit to Thy fatherly hand.  

Ills that still grieve me Soon are to leave me;  
Though billows tower, And winds gain power,  
After the storm the fair sun shows its face.  
Joys e’er increasing And peace never ceasing: 
These shall I treasure And share in full measure  
When in His mansions God grants me a place.  

To God in heaven All praise be given!  
Come, let us offer And gladly proffer  
To the Creator the gifts He doth prize.  
He well receiveth A heart that believeth;  
Hymns that adore Him Are precious before Him  
And to His throne like sweet incense arise.  

 
HYMN #580     “The Gospel Shows the Father’s Grace”  

The Gospel shows the Father’s grace, Who sent His Son to save our race, 
Proclaims how Jesus lived an died That we might thus be justified. 

It sets the Lamb before our eyes, Who made the atoning sacrifice,  
And calls the souls with guilt oppressed To come and find eternal rest. 

It brings the Savior’s righteousness To robe our souls in royal dress;  
From all our guilt it brings release And gives the troubled conscience peace. 

It is the pow’r of God to save From sin and Satan and the grave; 
It works the faith which firmly clings To all the treasures which it brings. 

It bears to all the tidings glad And bids their hearts no more be sad;  
The weary, burdened souls it cheers And banishes their guilty fears. 

May we in faith its message learn Nor thanklessly its blessings spurn;  
May we in faith its truth confess And praise the Lord, our righteousness.  
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COMMON DISMISSAL 

(Rise) 
POST-COMMUNION COLLECT 
Pastor: Let us pray. Heavenly Father, you have once again fed us at your Table  
 through the body and blood of your Son, Jesus Christ, our Lord. Support  
 and strengthen us as we make a good confession with our lives in this  
 world until we come by your grace to your eternal kingdom, where you  
 live and reign with the Son and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and  
 forever. 
People: Amen. 

CLOSING COLLECT 
Pastor: Heavenly Father, our help and aide in all situations of life, mercifully  
 guide and govern us by your Word and Spirit that in all the cares and  
 occupations of our life we may always remember that we are ever  
 walking in your loving sight; through Jesus Christ, our Lord. 
People: Amen. 

BENEDICTION 
Pastor: The Lord bless you and keep you. The Lord make His face shine on you  
 and be gracious to you. The Lord look upon you with favor and  give  
 you peace.   
People: Amen. 

RECESSIONAL #556     “Dear Christians, One and All, Rejoice”      

All    
Dear Christians, one and all, rejoice, With exultation springing, 
And with united heart and voice And holy rapture singing, 
Proclaim the wonders God has done, How His right arm the vict’ry won. 
What price our ransom cost Him! 

All 
My own good works all came to naught, No grace or merit gaining; 
Free will against God’s judgment fought, Dead to all good remaining. 
My fears increased till sheer despair Left only death to be my share; 
The pangs of hell I suffered. 
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Men 

But God had seen my wretched state Before the world’s foundation, 
And mindful of His mercies great, He planned for my salvation. 
He turned to me a father’s heart; He did not choose the easy part 
But gave His dearest treasure. 

Women 
God said to His beloved Son: “It’s time to have compassion.  
Then go, bright jewel of My crown, And bring to all salvation.  
From sin and sorrow set them free:  
Slay bitter death for them that they May live with Your forever.” 

All 
“What I on earth have done and taught Guide all your life and teaching;  
So shall the kingdom’s work be wrought And honored in your preaching.  
But watch lest foes with base alloy The heavn’ly treasure should destroy;  
This final word I leave you.” 
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