
SEVENTEENTH SUNDAY AFTER PENTECOST 
His Rejection; Our Inclusion 

October 4 & 5, 2014 
 
AS WE GATHER 
The product that did not pass inspection. The player who did not make the team. The job 
candidate that did not get hired. Perhaps you can relate to the rejection that was 
experienced in each one of these scenarios. When we experience rejection or 
disappointment, know that One suffered even greater rejection on your behalf. Today’s 
Introit and Gospel lesson both refer to Jesus saying, “The stone that the builders rejected 
has become the cornerstone” (Psalm 118:22, Matthew 21:42). Take heart in knowing that Jesus’ 
rejection and crucifixion means your inclusion in His kingdom—that kingdom built on the 
foundation that is Jesus Christ. Christ is our cornerstone, On Him alone we build; With His 
true saints alone The courts of heav’n are filled. On His great love Our hopes we place Of 
present grace And joys above. LSB 912:1 

Today is LWML Sunday 
We give thanks to our God for the work of His servants, Lutheran women around the 
world who serve their Lord through gathering mites, participating in some in-gatherings 
for those in need, and in our congregation, the making of quilts. The love of Jesus Christ is 
clearly shown in the time, energy, and devotion of our sisters in Christ in the Lutheran 
Women's Missionary League. May God continue to bless their work! 

WELCOME 

BLESSING OF THE QUILTS 

This righteousness from God comes through faith in Jesus Christ to all who believe.                              
There is no difference, for all have sinned and fall short of the glory of God,  
and are justified freely by his grace through the redemption  
that came by Christ Jesus.         (Romans 3:22-24, NIV) 

HANDSHAKES & HUGS 
                                                           + PREPARATION + 
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OPENING HYMN #826       “Hark the Voice of Jesus Crying” 

Hark, the voice of Jesus crying, “Who will go and work today?  
Fields are white and harvests waiting- Who will bear the sheaves away?”  
Loud and long the Master calleth; Rich reward He offers thee.  
Who will answer gladly saying, “Here am I , send me, send me?” 

If you cannot speak like angels, If you cannot preach like Paul,  
You can tell the love of Jesus, You can say He died for all.  
If you cannot rouse the wicked With the judgment’s dread alarms,  
You can lead the little children To the Savior’s waiting arms. 

If you cannot be a watchman, Standing high on Zion’s wall,  
Pointing out the path to heaven, Off’ring life and peace to all,  
With your prayers and with your bounties You can do what God commands;  
You can be like faithful Aaron, Holding up the prophet’s hands. 

Let none hear you idly saying, “There is nothing I can do,”  
While the multitudes are dying And the Master calls for you.  
Take the task He gives you gladly, Let His work your pleasure be;  
Answer quickly when He calleth, “Here am I, send me, send me!” 

(Rise) 
INVOCATION 
Pastor: In the name of the Father and of the + Son and of the Holy Spirit. 
People: Amen. 

OPENING SENTENCES  
Pastor: The stone that the builders rejected 
People: has become the cornerstone. 
Pastor: This is the LORD’s doing; 
People: it is marvelous in our eyes. 

CONFESSION AND ABSOLUTION 
Pastor: Let us confess our sins to God our Father. 
People: O Lord, our God, we confess that while Jesus is our cornerstone, the  
 rock upon which our lives and faith are built, we have still put other  
 things before Him. We have not feared, loved, and trusted in you above  
 all things. All too often we speak and act as if we have rejected Jesus as  
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 the cornerstone. We humbly ask that for the sake of your Son, Jesus  
 Christ, have mercy on us, so that we may delight in your will and walk in  
 your ways to the glory of your holy name. Amen. 
Pastor: “Restore us, O God of hosts; let your face shine, that we may be saved!” 
 Almighty God, in His mercy, has given His Son to die for you and for His  
 sake forgives you all your sins. As a called and ordained servant of the  
 Word, I announce the grace of God unto all of you, and in the stead and  
 by the command of my Lord Jesus Christ I forgive you all your sins in the  
 name of the Father and of the + Son and of the Holy Spirit. 
People: Amen. 

HYMN OF PRAISE   “This is the Feast” Pg. 155 

Refrain      This is the feast of victory for our God. Alleluia, alleluia, alleluia. 

Worthy is Christ, the Lamb who was slain, 
whose blood set us free to be people of God. Refrain 

Power, riches, wisdom, and strength, and honor, blessing, and glory are His. Refrain 

Sing with all the people of God, and join in the hymn of all creation: 
Blessing, honor, glory, and might be to God and the Lamb forever. Amen. Refrain 

For the Lamb who was slain has begun His reign. Alleluia. 
This is the feast of victory for our God. Alleluia, alleluia, alleluia. 

SALUTATION & PRAYER OF THE DAY 
Pastor: The Lord be with you. 
People: And also with you. 
Pastor: Let us pray. Gracious God, you gave your Son into the hands of sinful men 
 who killed Him.  Forgive us when we reject your unfailing love, and grant  
 us the fullness of your salvation; through Jesus Christ, your Son, our Lord,  
 who lives and reigns with you and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and  
 forever. 
People: Amen. 
(Be seated) 
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                                                               + WORD + 

OLD TESTAMENT READING Isaiah 5:1–7 (My love song concerning His vineyard) 
I will sing for the one I love a song about his vineyard: My loved one had a vineyard 
on a fertile hillside. He dug it up and cleared it of stones and planted it with the 
choicest vines. He built a watchtower in it and cut out a winepress as well. Then he 
looked for a crop of good grapes, but it yielded only bad fruit. "Now you dwellers 
in Jerusalem and men of Judah, judge between me and my vineyard. What more 
could have been done for my vineyard than I have done for it? When I looked for 
good grapes, why did it yield only bad? Now I will tell you what I am going to do to 
my vineyard: I will take away its hedge, and it will be destroyed; I will break down 
its wall, and it will be trampled. I will make it a wasteland, neither pruned nor 
cultivated, and briers and thorns will grow there. I will command the clouds not to 
rain on it." The vineyard of the LORD Almighty is the house of Israel, and the men 
of Judah are the garden of his delight. And he looked for justice, but saw 
bloodshed; for righteousness, but heard cries of distress. 

EPISTLE Philippians 3:4b–14 (Righteousness through faith in Christ) 
If anyone else thinks he has reasons to put confidence in the flesh, I have more:  
circumcised on the eighth day, of the people of Israel, of the tribe of Benjamin, a 
Hebrew of Hebrews; in regard to the law, a Pharisee; as for zeal, persecuting the 
church; as for legalistic righteousness, faultless.  But whatever was to my profit I 
now consider loss for the sake of Christ. What is more, I consider everything a loss 
compared to the surpassing greatness of knowing Christ Jesus my Lord, for whose 
sake I have lost all things. I consider them rubbish, that I may gain Christ and be 
found in him, not having a righteousness of my own that comes from the law, but 
that which is through faith in Christ--the righteousness  that comes from God and 
is by faith. I want to know Christ and the power of his resurrection and the 
fellowship of sharing in his sufferings, becoming like him in his death, and so, 
somehow, to attain to the resurrection from the dead. Not that I have already 
obtained all this, or have already been made perfect, but I press on to take hold of 
that for which Christ Jesus took hold of me. Brothers, I do not consider myself yet 
to have taken hold of it. But one thing I do: Forgetting what is behind and straining 
toward what is ahead, I press on toward the goal to win the prize for which God 
has called me heavenward in Christ Jesus.      
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(Rise) 
HOLY GOSPEL Matthew 21:33–46  (The parable of the tenants) "Listen to another 
parable: There was a landowner who planted a vineyard. He put a wall around it, 
dug a winepress in it and built a watchtower. Then he rented the vineyard to some 
farmers and went away on a journey. When the harvest time approached, he sent 
his servants to the tenants to collect his fruit. "The tenants seized his servants; 
they beat one, killed another, and stoned a third.  Then he sent other servants to 
them, more than the first time, and the tenants treated them the same way. Last 
of all, he sent his son to them. 'They will respect my son,' he said. "But when the 
tenants saw the son, they said to each other, 'This is the heir. Come, let's kill 
him and take his inheritance.' So they took him and threw him out of the vineyard 
and killed him. "Therefore, when the owner of the vineyard comes, what will he do 
to those tenants?" "He will bring those wretches to a wretched end," they replied, 
"and he will rent the vineyard to other tenants, who will give him his share of the 
crop at harvest time." Jesus said to them, "Have you never read in the Scriptures: " 
'The stone the builders rejected has become the capstone; the Lord has done this, 
and it is marvelous in our eyes' ?  "Therefore I tell you that the kingdom of God will 
be taken away from you and given to a people who will produce its fruit. He who 
falls on this stone will be broken to pieces, but he on whom it falls will be 
crushed." When the chief priests and the Pharisees heard Jesus' parables, they 
knew he was talking about them. They looked for a way to arrest him, but they 
were afraid of the crowd because the people held that he was a prophet. 
(Be seated) 

CHILDREN’S MESSAGE 

SERMON HYMN #544                “O Love, How Deep”      Rise for the last stanza 

O love, how deep, how broad, how high, Beyond all thought and fantasy, 
That God, the Son of God, should take Our mortal form for mortals’ sake! 

He sent no angel to our race, Of higher or of lower place, 
But wore the robe of human frame, And to this world Himself He came. 

For us baptized, for us He bore His holy fast and hungered sore; 
For us temptation sharp He knew; For us the tempter over threw. 

For us He prayed; for us He taught; For us His daily works He wrought, 
By words and signs and actions thus Still seeking not Himself but us.  
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For us by wickedness betrayed, For us, in crown of thorns arrayed, 
He bore the shameful cross and death; For us He gave His dying breath. 

For us He rose from death again; For us He went on high to reign; 
For us He sent His Spirit here To guide, to strengthen, and to cheer. 

All glory to our Lord and God For love so deep, so high, so broad; 
The Trinity whom we adore Forever and forevermore.    

SERMON                                 “Death in the Vineyard”                      Matthew 21:33-43 

(Rise) 
LWML PLEDGE Spoken By All 
In fervent gratitude for the Savior’s dying love and His blood-bought gift of 
redemption we dedicate ourselves to Him with all that we are and have; and in 
obedience to His call for workers in the harvest fields, we pledge Him our willing 
service wherever and whenever He has need of us. We consecrate to our Savior 
our hands to work for Him, our feet to go on His errands, our voice to sing His 
praises, our lips to proclaim His redeeming love, our silver and our gold to extend 
His kingdom, our will to do His will, and every power of our life to the great task of 
bringing the lost and the erring into eternal fellowship with Him. Amen. 
(Be seated) 

OFFERING  As your offering is collected, please sign our attendance book located at the 
end of the pew. If you are a visitor, please leave your address and phone. After you are 
finished, please pass the book along to others in your pew, and return the book to the 
center aisle. You may check the register to see the names of those to greet after the 
service. 

(Rise) 
PRAYERS OF THE CHURCH   
Pastor:  Let us pray for the whole Church of God in Christ Jesus and for all people  
 according to their needs. 

After each petition:  
Pastor:  Lord, in your mercy, 
People:  hear our prayer. 
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At the conclusion of the prayers: 
Pastor:  . . . trusting in your mercy, through Jesus Christ, our Lord. 
People: Amen. 

THE LORD’S PRAYER 
                                                             + SACRAMENT + 
THE WORDS OF OUR LORD  

THE PEACE OF THE LORD 
Pastor: The peace of the Lord be with you always. 
People: Amen.   
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AGNUS DEI                          “Lamb of God”  Pg. 163 
Lamb of God, You take away the sin of the world; have mercy on us.  
Lamb of God, You take away the sin of the world; have mercy on us.  
Lamb of God, You take away the sin of the world; grant us peace. 

(Be seated) 

DISTRIBUTION Those guests who desire to commune who are members of another 
LCMS congregation may do so; if you are coming from another church background, 
please see the pastor or an elder first. 

 HYMN #637 “Draw Near and Take the Body of the Lord” 

Draw near and take the body of the Lord, 
And drink the holy blood for you out-poured; 
Offered was He for greatest and for least,  
Himself the victim and himself the priest. 

He who His saints in this world rules and shields,  
To all believers life eternal yields;   
With heav’nly bread He makes the hungry whole,  
Gives living waters to the thirsting soul. 

Come forward then with faithful hearts sincere, 
And take the pledges of salvation here. 
O Lord, our hearts with grateful thanks endow 
As in this feast of love You bless us now. 
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HYMN #680 “Thine the Amen, Thine the Praise” 

Thine the amen Thine the praise Alleluias angels raise 
Thine the everlasting head Thine the breaking of the bread  
Thine the glory Thine the story Thine the harvest then the cup  
Thine the vineyard then the cup is lifted up lifted up. 

Thine the life eternally Thine the promise let there be  
Thine the vision Thine the tree All the earth on bended knee  
Gone the nailing gone the railing Gone the pleading gone the cry  
Gone the sighing gone the dying what was loss lifted high. 

Thine the truly Thine the yes Thine the table we the guest  
Thine the mercy all from Thee Thine the glory yet to be  
Then the ringing and the singing Then the end of all the war  
Thine the living Thine the loving evermore evermore. 

Thine the kingdom Thine the prize Thine the wonder full surprise  
Thine the banquet then the praise Then the justice of Thy ways  
Thine the glory Thine the story Then the welcome to the least  
Then the wonder all increasing at Thy feast at Thy feast. 

Thine the glory in the night No more dying only light  
Thine the river Thine the tree Then the Lamb eternally  
Then the holy holy holy Celebration jubilee  
Thine the splendor Thine the brightness only Thee only Thee. 
 

HYMN #830 “Spread the Reign of God the Lord” 

Spread the reign of God the Lord, Spoken, written, mighty Word;  
Ev’rywhere His creatures call To His heav’nly banquet hall. 

Tell how God the Father’s will Made the world, upholds it still, 
How His own dear Son He gave Us from sin and death to save. 

Tell of our Redeemer’s grace, Who, to save our human race  
And to pay rebellion’s price, Gave Himself as sacrifice. 
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Tell of God the Spirit giv’n Now to guide us on to heav’n,  
Strong and holy, just and true, Working both to will and do. 

Enter, mighty Word, the field; Ripe the promise of its yield.  
But the reapers, oh, how few For the work there is to do! 

Lord of harvest, great and kind, Rouse to action heart and mind;  
Let the gath’ring nations all See Your light and heed Your call. 

COMMON DISMISSAL 

(Rise) 
POST-COMMUNION THANKSGIVING 
Pastor: Let us pray. We give thanks to you, almighty God, that you have refreshed  
 us through this salutary gift, and we implore you that of your mercy you  
 would strengthen us through the same in faith toward you and in fervent  
 love toward one another; through Jesus Christ, your Son, our Lord, who  
 lives and reigns with you and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever. 
People: Amen. 

BENEDICTION 
Pastor: But one thing I do: forgetting what lies behind and straining forward to  
 what lies ahead, 
People: I press on toward the goal for the prize of the upward call of God in  
 Christ Jesus.  
Pastor: The LORD bless you and keep you. The LORD make His face shine on you  
 And be gracious to you. The LORD look upon you with favor and + give you  
 peace.    
People: Amen. 
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CLOSING HYMN #912          “Christ Is Our Cornerstone” 

Christ is our cornerstone, On Him alone we build;  
With His true saints alone The courts of heav’n are filled.  
On His great love Our hopes we place Of present grace And joys above. 

Here may we gain from heav’n The grace which we implore,  
And may that grace, once giv’n, Be with us evermore  
Until that day When all the blest To endless rest Are called away.   

Oh, then, with hymns of praise These hallowed courts shall ring; 
Our voices we will raise The Three in One to sing  
And thus proclaim In joyful song, Both loud and long, That glorious name. 
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