EIGHTEENTH SUNDAY AFTER PENTECOST
A Question of Ownership
October 7 & 8, 2017
5:00pm & 8:00am

AS WE GATHER
“The vineyard of the Lord of hosts is the house of Israel,” sings Isaiah in the Old
Testament Reading. Note that Israel, the vineyard, belongs to the Lord of hosts, not to
Israel. What a hard lesson for our Old Testament forebears to learn! When Jesus used
that text (and today’s Psalm) as the basis for His timely parable, the truth didn’t sink in.
The workers in the vineyard wanted to own the vine and its wine, and Jesus’ hearers
wanted to control Israel as if it were their own. “Rubbish,” Paul virtually yells in his
epistle. Everything is worthless compared to knowing Christ. Why? Because “Christ Jesus
has made me His own.” To belong to Christ, by the grace of God, is all that we need. In
the process we find that we belong here, within God’s vineyard, until by His upward call
we find that we are in His presence forever.

WELCOME
MINISTRY MOMENTS
Ladies Guild and LWML -- Janet Johnson
Uganda Mission Work -- Rachel Meyer
BLESSING OF THE QUILTS
"For by grace you have been saved through faith.
And this is not your own doing; it is the gift of God,
not a result of works, so that no one may boast." (Ephesians 2:8-9, ESV)
HANDSHAKES & HUGS
 PREPARATION 
OPENING HYMN #654 “Your Kingdom, O God, Is My Glorious Treasure”
Your kingdom, O God, is my glorious treasure, My pearl of incomp’rable worth.
Its value exceeds ev’ry standard of measure, Surpassing the wealth of the earth.
Lord, give me Your grace and the pow’r of the Spirit To value this treasure aright
That, never allured by the world, I inherit Your kingdom of glory and light.
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Your kingdom, O God, is alive with the power Your Word and Your Spirit bestow.
Like yeast, they affect the whole measure of flour, Enabling Your kingdom to grow.
Empower me, Lord, as I live Your commission, Though humble my service may be,
And bring ev’ry planting to perfect fruition, A mustard seed grown to a tree.
Your kingdom, O God, is a field for the growing Of seeds that Your mercy has sown;
But still in our midst is the enemy sowing The weeds that imperil Your own.
Sustain me, O Lord, till Your day of returning And harvest me homeward at last,
To shine in the homeland that quiets all yearning, Where sorrow and danger are past.
(Rise)
INVOCATION & OPENING SENTENCES
Pastor: In the name of the Father and of the  Son and of the Holy Spirit.
People: Amen.
Pastor: Isaiah wrote, “Let me sing for my beloved my love song concerning His
vineyard.”
People: And he continued, “The vineyard of the Lord of hosts is the house of
Israel, and the men of Judah are His pleasant planting.”
Pastor: Paul wrote that he considered himself, “as to the law, a Pharisee; as to
zeal, a persecutor of the church; as to righteousness, under the law
blameless.”
People: But he continued, “But whatever gain I had, I counted as loss for the
sake of Christ.”
CONFESSION & ABSOLUTION
Pastor: Although God had done everything needed for His vineyard, “When I
looked for it to yield grapes, why did it yield wild grapes?”
People: Although our Lord Jesus did everything needed for us to be His
pleasant planting today, we confess that we have not valued His
sacrifice for us above all else. We have considered the things around us
and our very selves to be our possessions. We have thought, spoken,
and acted for our own interests. We have neglected to press on,
responding to the upward call of God in Christ Jesus. We have no
righteousness of our own for which God might listen to us.
Pastor: If we confess our sins, God, who is faithful and just, will forgive our sins
and cleanse us from all unrighteousness.
People: Restore us, O God of hosts; let your face shine, that we may be saved!
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Pastor: Paul wrote of his own struggle: “Not that I have already obtained [the
resurrection] or am already perfect, but I press on to make it my own,
because Christ Jesus has made me His own.” You are not your own; you
were bought with a price: the life, sufferings, and death of our Savior.
Moreover, God has bestowed on you the righteousness “which comes
through faith in Christ.” Therefore, as His called and ordained servant, I
forgive you all your sins in the name of the Father and of the  Son and
of the Holy Spirit.
People: Amen.

of Jerusalem and men of Judah, judge between me and my vineyard. What more was
there to do for my vineyard, that I have not done in it? When I looked for it to yield
grapes, why did it yield wild grapes? And now I will tell you what I will do to my vineyard.
I will remove its hedge, and it shall be devoured; I will break down its wall, and it shall
be trampled down. I will make it a waste; it shall not be pruned or hoed, and briers and
thorns shall grow up; I will also command the clouds that they rain no rain upon it. For
the vineyard of the LORD of hosts is the house of Israel, and the men of Judah are his
pleasant planting; and he looked for justice, but behold, bloodshed; for righteousness, but
behold, an outcry!

HYMN

If anyone else thinks he has reason for confidence in the flesh, I have more: circumcised
on the eighth day, of the people of Israel, of the tribe of Benjamin, a Hebrew of Hebrews;
as to the law, a Pharisee; as to zeal, a persecutor of the church; as to righteousness
under the law, blameless. But whatever gain I had, I counted as loss for the sake of
Christ. Indeed, I count everything as loss because of the surpassing worth of knowing
Christ Jesus my Lord. For his sake I have suffered the loss of all things and count them as
rubbish, in order that I may gain Christ and be found in him, not having a righteousness
of my own that comes from the law, but that which comes through faith in Christ, the
righteousness from God that depends on faith— that I may know him and the power of
his resurrection, and may share his sufferings, becoming like him in his death, that by
any means possible I may attain the resurrection from the dead. Not that I have already
obtained this or am already perfect, but I press on to make it my own, because Christ
Jesus has made me his own. Brothers, I do not consider that I have made it my own. But
one thing I do: forgetting what lies behind and straining forward to what lies ahead, I
press on toward the goal for the prize of the upward call of God in Christ Jesus.

“Christ Is Our Cornerstone”
Christ is our cornerstone, On Him alone we build;
With His true saints alone The courts of heav’n are filled.
On His great love Our hopes we place Of present grace And joys above.
Here may we gain from heav’n The grace which we implore,
And may that grace, once giv’n, Be with us evermore
Until that day When all the blest To endless rest Are called away.

Text: Sts. 1, 3: Latin, c. 8th cent.; tr. John Chandler, 1806–76, alt. Public domain; Copyright © 2017 Concordia Publishing House. All
rights reserved. Used by permission

SALUTATION & PRAYER OF THE DAY
Pastor: The Lord be with you.
People: And also with you.
Pastor: Let us pray. Gracious God, you gave your Son into the hands of sinful
men who killed Him.
People: Forgive us when we doubt your unfailing love, and grant us the fullness
of your salvation;
Pastor: through Jesus Christ, your Son, our Lord, who lives and reigns with you
and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever.
People: Amen.
(Be seated)
 WORD 
OLD TESTAMENT READING Isaiah 5:1–7 (Israel, God’s vineyard, is producing wild
grapes.) Let me sing for my beloved my love song concerning his vineyard: My beloved
had a vineyard on a very fertile hill. He dug it and cleared it of stones, and planted it
with choice vines; he built a watchtower in the midst of it, and hewed out a wine vat in
it; and he looked for it to yield grapes, but it yielded wild grapes. And now, O inhabitants
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EPISTLE Philippians 3:4b–14 (Nothing compares to knowing Christ and the resurrection.)

CHOIR ANTHEM (5:00)

“Cantate Jubilate”

(Rise)
HOLY GOSPEL Matthew 21:33–46 (The parable of the vineyard)
“Hear another parable. There was a master of a house who planted a vineyard and put
a fence around it and dug a winepress in it and built a tower and leased it to tenants,
and went into another country. When the season for fruit drew near, he sent his
servants to the tenants to get his fruit. And the tenants took his servants and beat one,
killed another, and stoned another. Again he sent other servants, more than the first.
And they did the same to them. Finally he sent his son to them, saying, ‘They will respect
my son.’ But when the tenants saw the son, they said to themselves, ‘This is the heir.
Come, let us kill him and have his inheritance.’ And they took him and threw him out of
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the vineyard and killed him. When therefore the owner of the vineyard comes, what will
he do to those tenants?” They said to him, “He will put those wretches to a miserable
death and let out the vineyard to other tenants who will give him the fruits in their
seasons.” Jesus said to them, “Have you never read in the Scriptures: “‘The stone that
the builders rejected has become the cornerstone; this was the Lord's doing, and it is
marvelous in our eyes’? Therefore I tell you, the kingdom of God will be taken away
from you and given to a people producing its fruits. And the one who falls on this stone
will be broken to pieces; and when it falls on anyone, it will crush him.” When the chief
priests and the Pharisees heard his parables, they perceived that he was speaking about
them. And although they were seeking to arrest him, they feared the crowds, because
they held him to be a prophet.

(Be seated)
CHILDREN’S MESSAGE
SERMON HYMN #691 “Fruitful Trees, the Spirit’s Sowing”
Fruitful trees, the Spirit’s sowing, May we ripen and increase,
Fruit to life eternal growing, Rich in love and joy and peace.
Laden branches freely bearing Gifts the Giver loves to bless;
Here is fruit that grows by sharing, Patience, kindness, gentleness.
Rooted deep in Christ our Master, Christ our pattern and our goal,
Teach us, as the years fly faster, Goodness, faith, and self control.
Fruitful trees, the Spirit’s tending, May we grow till harvests cease;
Till we taste, in life unending, Heaven’s love and joy and peace.
SERMON

“The Surpassing Worth of Knowing Jesus”

Philippians 3:4b-14

(Rise)
APOSTLES’ CREED (found on the inside back cover of the hymnal)
(Be seated)
OFFERING As your offering is collected, please sign our attendance book located at
the end of the pew. If you are a visitor, please leave your address and phone. After you
are finished, please pass the book along to others in your pew, and return the book to
the center aisle. You may check the register to see the names of those to greet after the
service.
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(Rise)
PRAYERS OF THE CHURCH
Pastor: In joyful hope we come to our Father in prayer, bringing our petitions on
behalf of His Church and all people, at the invitation of our Lord, Jesus
Christ.
Pastor: Lord, we are your vineyard, planted by your grace for your glory. Give us
a willing heart, that we may honor you with the good fruit you desire
and glorify your name in all that we think, say and do. Lord, in your
mercy,
People: hear our prayer.
Pastor: Lord, nothing compares to the surpassing worth of your Son, Jesus
Christ. Our sin and shame brought upon us guilt and death. Jesus
brought us your great mercy, cleansing us from our sins by His suffering
and death, and covering us with His righteousness. Bless all pastors and
church workers, and help us to pursue with all our energies the cause of
the Gospel, at home and abroad. Lord, in your mercy,
People: hear our prayer.
Pastor: Lord, you send out your servants to spread the good news of salvation.
Bless our Together in Mission partner, Chuck Ferry and his family as well
as Rachel Meyer who is preparing to serve you in Uganda. We also give
you thanks for the Lutheran Women’s Missionary League and for their
generous and compassionate service in your name. Bless their zeal for
mission, prosper their work, and enable them to serve you with gladness
in all things good and right. Lord, in your mercy,
People: hear our prayer.
Pastor: Lord, we have witnessed the tragic and evil event of the shooting in Las
Vegas. Bless and comfort those who are grieving. Instill in the hearts of
those who survived the strength and the will to go on living. Heal those
who are hurting, both emotionally and bodily. We thank you for the
sacrificial service of first responders and those in the crowd who helped
those in need. Above all, we praise you for the great salvation you have
given us in Jesus, who has overcome the world. Lord, in your mercy,
People: hear our prayer.
Pastor: Lord, we are often weak and fearful. Deliver us from every evil, and
grant us peace in our day. Bless Donald, our president; Scott, our
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People:
Pastor:

People:
Pastor:
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governor; and all elected and appointed officials. Give them your
wisdom to work for the common good. Lord, in your mercy,
hear our prayer.
Lord, we judge too easily with our eyes and trust too little in your Word.
Give us courage that we may remain faithful before temptation, in the
face of trouble and when facing the trials of this mortal life. Encourage
us, that we may count all things as loss for the sake of Christ. Lord, in
your mercy,
hear our prayer.
Lord, you are the author of life. Grant us to rejoice each day in the life
you have given us even as we join with the Baumgart family as they
celebrate the birthdays of Ruth and Emily. Lord, in your mercy,
hear our prayer.
Lord, you know only too well the afflictions of body and soul and the
shadow of death that hangs over us and all we do. According to your
will, give healing to the sick, relief to those in pain, recovery to those
who have had surgery, peace to those troubled in mind and hope in the
hour of death. Hear us for Lonna, Jonathan, Manley, Jerry, Debbie,
Charles, Ruth, Pat, Jeannine, Shirley, Gladys, Herb, Doris, Carol, Ervin,
Matthew, Arlene, Mae, Dorothy, John, Arlene, LuEva, Jean, Russ, Helen,
Leonard, Jack, Shirley, Sarah and all we name before you in our hearts.
In all things, let your good and gracious will be done. Lord, in your
mercy,
hear our prayer.
Lord, all too often we hunger and thirst for all the wrong things. Teach
us to hunger for your flesh and to thirst for your blood, that by your
communion we may be cleansed of our sin and equipped by your grace
to love you above all and our neighbor as ourselves. Lord, in your mercy,
hear our prayer.
Lord, we too quickly call our own all that belongs to you. Give us grateful
hearts and contentment with your daily and rich supply of all things for
this body and life. Move our hearts to generosity, that we may return to
you the tithes and offerings you are due and supply our neighbor in
need with the resources you have entrusted to our care. Lord, in your
mercy,

People: hear our prayer.
Pastor: Lord, we come as a people tossed to and fro by the manifold changes of
this mortal life. Help us to know in you that which is eternal. Give us
such confidence in the suffering and death of Christ that we may not
fear the perils of our troubled world, but rejoice that you are with us
always as we await the joyous appearing of your Son; through the same
Jesus Christ, our Lord, who lives and reigns with you and the Holy Spirit,
one God, now and forever.
People: Amen.
THE LORD’S PRAYER
 SACRAMENT 
THE WORDS OF OUR LORD
THE PEACE OF THE LORD
Pastor: The peace of the Lord be with you always.
People: Amen.
HYMN #540

“Christ, the Word of God Incarnate”

Stanzas 1 & 4

Christ, the Word of God incarnate, Lord and Son of Abraham;
Christ, the radiance of the Father, Perfect God, the great I AM;
Christ, the light, You shine unvanquished, Light and life You bring to all;
Light our path with Your own presence, Grant us grace to heed Your call.
Christ, our good and faithful shepherd, Watching all Your lambs and
sheep; Christ, the gate that guards the sheepfold, Never failing vigil keep.
When we stray, Good Shepherd, seek us, Find us, fill us, bear us home;
Lamb of God, our shepherd, keep us; Let us hear Your voice alone.
(Be seated)
DISTRIBUTION Those guests who desire to commune who are members of
another LCMS congregation may do so; if you are coming from another church
background, please see the pastor or an elder first.
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“In Christ Alone”
Verse 1

Verse 2

Verse 3

Verse 4

In Christ alone my hope is found
He is my light, my strength, my song
This Cornerstone this solid Ground
Firm through the fiercest drought and storm
What heights of love, what depths of peace
When fears are stilled, when strivings cease
My Comforter, my All in All
Here in the love of Christ I stand

Ending:

HYMN #696

“O God, My Faithful God”

O God, my faithful God, True fountain ever flowing,
Without whom nothing is, All perfect gifts bestowing;
Give me a healthy frame, And may I have within
A conscience free from blame, A soul unstained by sin.

In Christ alone who took on flesh
Fullness of God in helpless babe
This gift of love and righteousness
Scorned by the ones He came to save
Till on that cross, as Jesus died
The wrath of God was satisfied
For every sin on Him was laid
Here in the death of Christ I live

Grant me the strength to do With ready heart and willing
Whatever You command, My calling here fulfilling;
That I do what I should While trusting You to bless
The outcome for my good, For You must give success.
Keep me from saying words That later need recalling;
Guard me lest idle speech May from my lips be falling;
But when within my place I must and ought to speak,
Then to my words give grace Lest I offend the weak.

There in the ground His body lay
Light of the world by darkness slain
Then bursting forth in glorious Day
Up from the grave He rose again
And as He stands in victory
Sin's curse has lost its grip on me
For I am His and He is mine
Bought with the precious blood of Christ

Lord, let me win my foes With kindly words and actions,
And let me find good friends For counsel and correction,
Help me, as You have taught, To love both great and small
And by Your Spirit’s might To live in peace with all.
Let me depart this life Confiding in my Savior;
By grace receive my soul That it may live forever;
And let my body have A quiet resting place
Within a Christian grave; And let it sleep in peace.

No guilt in life no fear in death
This is the power of Christ in me
From life's first cry to final breath
Jesus commands my destiny
No power of hell no scheme of man
Can ever pluck me from His hand
Till He returns or calls me home
Here in the power of Christ I'll stand

And on that final day When all the dead are waking,
Stretch out Your mighty hand, My deathly slumber breaking.
Then let me hear Your voice, Redeem this earthly frame,
And bid me to rejoice With those who love Your name.
10
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No power of hell no scheme of man
Can ever pluck me from His hand
Till He returns or calls me home
Here in the power of Christ I'll stand

HYMN #571

“God Loved the World So That He Gave”

God loved the world so that He gave His only Son the lost to save,
That all who would in Him believe Should everlasting life receive.
Christ Jesus is the ground of faith, Who was made flesh and suffered death;
All then who trust in Him alone Are built on this chief cornerstone.
God would not have the sinner die; His Son with saving grace is nigh;
His Spirit in the Word declares How we in Christ are heaven’s heirs.
Be of good cheer, for God’s own Son Forgives all sins which you have done;
And, justified by Jesus’ blood, Your Baptism grants the highest good.
If you are sick, if death is near, This truth your troubled heart can cheer:
Christ Jesus saves your soul from death; That is the firmest ground of faith.
Glory to God the Father, Son, And Holy Spirit, Three in One!
To You, O blessed Trinity, Be praise now and eternally!
COMMON DISMISSAL
(Rise)
POST-COMMUNION THANKSGIVING
Pastor: Let us pray. We give thanks to you, our guardian gardener, that by your
body and blood, the fruit of the tree of the cross, you have nourished us
for daily, fruitful service in your vineyard until that day when we enter
your eternal presence to join the angelic host and the saints who have
gone before us to praise your name into eternity, who with the Father
and the Son are one God, now and forever.
People: Amen.
BENEDICTION
Pastor: The Lord bless you and keep you. The Lord make His face shine on you
and be gracious to you. The Lord look upon you with favor and  give
you peace.
People: Amen.
DISMISSAL
Pastor: Go in peace as you serve the Lord.
People: Thanks be to God!
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CLOSING HYMN #680 “Thine the Amen, Thine the Praise”
Thine the amen Thine the praise Alleluias angels raise
Thine the everlasting head Thine the breaking of the bread
Thine the glory Thine the story Thine the harvest then the cup
Thine the vineyard then the cup is lifted up lifted up.
Thine the life eternally Thine the promise let there be
Thine the vision Thine the tree All the earth on bended knee
Gone the nailing gone the railing Gone the pleading gone the cry
Gone the sighing gone the dying what was loss lifted high.
Thine the truly Thine the yes Thine the table we the guest
Thine the mercy all from Thee Thine the glory yet to be
Then the ringing and the singing Then the end of all the war
Thine the living Thine the loving evermore evermore.
Thine the kingdom Thine the prize Thine the wonder full surprise
Thine the banquet then the praise Then the justice of Thy ways
Thine the glory Thine the story Then the welcome to the least
Then the wonder all increasing at Thy feast at Thy feast.
Thine the glory in the night No more dying only light
Thine the river Thine the tree Then the Lamb eternally
Then the holy holy holy Celebration jubilee
Thine the splendor Thine the brightness only Thee only Thee.
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