FIFTEENTH SUNDAY AFTER PENTECOST
Forgiveness in the Family of Christ
September 16 & 17, 2017

Celebrate the resurrection In the church and sing His praise,
Till we come to true perfection: Serve the Lord through all our days. Refrain

AS WE GATHER
The Readings for today focus on living together under the kingship of God. Joseph
forgave his brothers, even though they had sold him into slavery. Paul urges us not to
quarrel over opinions about earthly matters, but to honor the Lord in all we do. Jesus
tells a parable about God’s overwhelming forgiveness and how such forgiveness leads us
to forgive others. We can live under the kingship of God only because He has forgiven
our sins. In Jesus, God has removed our sins as far as the east is from the west. We
practice such forgiveness with one another, living together as the family of Christ.

PRE-SERVICE BELL ANTHEM (8:00)
WELCOME
MINISTRY MOMENT: German & Heather Sanchez
"God is able to make all grace abound to you,
so that having all sufficiency in all things at all times,
you may abound in every good work." (2 Cor. 9:8, ESV)
HANDSHAKES & HUGS
 PREPARATION 
OPENING HYMN #911 “Lord, This Day We’ve Come to Worship”
Lord, this day we’ve come to worship; Father, Son, and Holy Ghost,
Grace with Your blessed presence; Blessed Savior, be our host.
Refrain:

Alleluia, alleluia, Alleluia, praise the Lord!
Alleluia, alleluia, Alleluia, praise the Lord!

In the pow’r of resurrection We have come to praise the Lord,
Celebrate His blessed supper, And to learn His holy Word. Refrain
May Your Word enrich our spirit, Give us strength to do Your will,
Show the kingdom we’ll inherit, When at last our voice is still. Refrain
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As we meet our blessed Savior At the Table of the Lord,
May this body broken for us Strength and comfort, Lord, afford. Refrain

We will follow the hymnal Divine Service Setting Four – beginning on page 203
(Rise)
INVOCATION & OPENING SENTENCES
Page 203
Pastor: In the name of the Father and of the +Son and of the Holy Spirit.
People: Amen.
Pastor: Our help is in the name of the Lord.
People: who made heaven and earth.
Pastor: If you, O Lord, kept a record of sins, O Lord, who could stand?
People: but with you there is forgiveness; therefore you are feared.
Pastor: Since we are gathered to hear God’s Word, call upon Him in prayer and
praise, and receive the body and blood of our Lord Jesus Christ in the
fellowship of this altar, let us first consider our unworthiness and confess
before God and one another that we have sinned in thought, word, and
deed, and that we cannot free ourselves from our sinful condition.
Together as His people let us take refuge in the infinite mercy of God,
our heavenly Father, seeking His grace for the sake of Christ, and saying:
God, be merciful to me, a sinner.
People: Almighty God, have mercy upon us, forgive us our sins, and lead us to
everlasting life. Amen.
Pastor: Almighty God, merciful Father, in Holy Baptism you declared us to be
your children and gathered us into your one, holy church, in which you
daily and richly forgive us our sins and grant us new life through your
Spirit. Be in our midst, enliven our faith, and graciously receive our
prayer and praise; through your Son, Jesus Christ, our Lord.
People: Amen.
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KYRIE & GLORIA IN EXCELSIS
Lord, have mercy; Christ, have mercy; Lord, have mercy.
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To God on high be glory And peace to all the earth;
Goodwill from God in heaven Proclaimed at Jesus’ birth!
We praise and bless you, Father; Your holy name, we sing –
Our thanks for your great glory, Lord God, our Heav’nly King.
To You, O solebegotten, The Father’s Son, we pray;
O Lamb of God, our Savior, You take our sins away.
Have mercy on us, Jesus; Receive our heartfelt cry,
Where You in pow’r are seated At God’s right hand on high.
For You alone are holy; You only are the Lord.
Forever and forever, Be worshipped and adored;
You with the Holy Spirit Alone are Lord Most High.
In God the Father’s glory. “Amen!” our glad reply.
SALUTATION & COLLECT OF THE DAY
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Pastor: the Lord be with you.
People: And also with you.
Pastor: Let us pray. Lord God, heavenly Father, since we cannot stand before
you relying on anything we have done, help us trust in your abiding
grace and live according to your Word; through Jesus Christ, your Son,
our Lord, who lives and reigns with you and the Holy Spirit, one God,
now and forever.
People: Amen.
(Be Seated)
 WORD 
OLD TESTAMENT READING Genesis 50:15–21 (Joseph and his brothers are
reconciled.) When Joseph's brothers saw that their father was dead, they said, “It may

down before him and said, “Behold, we are your servants.” But Joseph said to them, “Do
not fear, for am I in the place of God? As for you, you meant evil against me, but God
meant it for good, to bring it about that many people should be kept alive, as they are
today. So do not fear; I will provide for you and your little ones.” Thus he comforted
them and spoke kindly to them.

Lector: This is the Word of the Lord.
People: Thanks be to God.
EPISTLE Romans 14:1–12 (“Whether we live or whether we die, we are the Lord’s.”)
As for the one who is weak in faith, welcome him, but not to quarrel over opinions. One
person believes he may eat anything, while the weak person eats only vegetables. Let
not the one who eats despise the one who abstains, and let not the one who abstains
pass judgment on the one who eats, for God has welcomed him. Who are you to pass
judgment on the servant of another? It is before his own master that he stands or falls.
And he will be upheld, for the Lord is able to make him stand. One person esteems one
day as better than another, while another esteems all days alike. Each one should be
fully convinced in his own mind. The one who observes the day, observes it in honor of
the Lord. The one who eats, eats in honor of the Lord, since he gives thanks to God,
while the one who abstains, abstains in honor of the Lord and gives thanks to God.
For none of us lives to himself, and none of us dies to himself. For if we live, we live to
the Lord, and if we die, we die to the Lord. So then, whether we live or whether we die,
we are the Lord's. For to this end Christ died and lived again, that he might be Lord
both of the dead and of the living. Why do you pass judgment on your brother? Or you,
why do you despise your brother? For we will all stand before the judgment seat of
God; for it is written, “As I live, says the Lord, every knee shall bow to me, and every
tongue shall confess to God.” So then each of us will give an account of himself to God.

Lector: This is the Word of the Lord.
People: Thanks be to God.
CHILDREN’S CHOIR ANTHEM (10:30) “Lord Jesus Be Near Me”

be that Joseph will hate us and pay us back for all the evil that we did to him.” So they
sent a message to Joseph, saying, “Your father gave this command before he died: ‘Say
to Joseph, “Please forgive the transgression of your brothers and their sin, because they
did evil to you.”’ And now, please forgive the transgression of the servants of the God of
your father.” Joseph wept when they spoke to him. His brothers also came and fell

(Rise)
ALLELUIA AND VERSE
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Alleluia, alleluia, alleluia.
These things are written that you may believe
that Jesus is the Christ, the Son of God. Alleluia, alleluia, alleluia.
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Pastor: The Holy Gospel according to St. Matthew, the 18th chapter.
People: Glory to you, O Lord.
Then Peter came up and said to him, “Lord, how often will my brother sin against me,
and I forgive him? As many as seven times?” Jesus said to him, “I do not say to you
seven times, but seventy-seven times. “Therefore the kingdom of heaven may be
compared to a king who wished to settle accounts with his servants. When he began to
settle, one was brought to him who owed him ten thousand talents. And since he could
not pay, his master ordered him to be sold, with his wife and children and all that he
had, and payment to be made. So the servant fell on his knees, imploring him, ‘Have
patience with me, and I will pay you everything.’ And out of pity for him, the master of
that servant released him and forgave him the debt. But when that same servant went
out, he found one of his fellow servants who owed him a hundred denarii, and seizing
him, he began to choke him, saying, ‘Pay what you owe.’ So his fellow servant fell down
and pleaded with him, ‘Have patience with me, and I will pay you.’ He refused and went
and put him in prison until he should pay the debt. When his fellow servants saw what
had taken place, they were greatly distressed, and they went and reported to their
master all that had taken place. Then his master summoned him and said to him, ‘You
wicked servant! I forgave you all that debt because you pleaded with me. And should
not you have had mercy on your fellow servant, as I had mercy on you?’ And in anger his
master delivered him to the jailers, until he should pay all his debt. So also my heavenly
Father will do to every one of you, if you do not forgive your brother from your heart.”

Oh, the height of Jesus’ love, Higher than the heavens above,
Deeper than the depths of sea, Lasting as eternity!
Love that found me wondrous thought!
Found me when I sought Him not.
Only Jesus can impart Balm to heal the wounded heart,
Peace that flows from sin forgiven, Joy that lifts the soul to heaven,
Faith and hope to walk with God In the way that Enoch trod.
Chief of sinners though I be, Christ is all in all to me;
All my wants to Him are known, All my sorrows are His own.
He sustains the hidden life Safe with Him from earthly strife.
O my Savior, help afford By Your Spirit and Your word!
When my wayward heart would stray, Keep me in the narrow way;
Grace in time of need supply While I live and when I die.
SERMON “Empowered By Grace to Witness: Letting God’s Light Shine”
Matthew 5:13-16
SONG

Pastor: This is the Gospel of the Lord.
People: Praise to you, O Christ.
NICENE CREED
(Be seated)

This little Gospel light of mine, I’m going to let it shine;
This little Gospel light of mine, I’m going to let it shine;
This little Gospel light of mine, I’m going to let it shine,
Let it shine all the time, let it shine.
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All around the neighborhood I’m going to let it shine;
All around the neighborhood I’m going to let it shine;
All around the neighborhood I’m going to let it shine,
Let it shine all the time, let it shine.

CHILDREN’S MESSAGE
SERMON HYMN #611

“Chief of Sinners Though I Be”

Chief of sinners though I be, Jesus shed His blood for me,
Died that I might live on high, Lives that I might never die
As the branch is to the vine, I am His, and He is mine.
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“This Little Gospel Light of Mine”

Hide it under a bushel? No! I’m going to let it shine;
Hide it under a bushel? No! I’m going to let it shine.
Hide it under a bushel? No! I’m going to let it shine,
Let it shine all the time, let it shine.
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(Rise)
PRAYER OF THE CHURCH
Pastor: Let us pray for the whole Church of God in Christ Jesus and for all people
according to their needs.
Gracious God, you have given for all mankind the gracious gift of your
Son who gave himself into the death of the cross for the salvation of all.
Bless us, your children, to shine forth his love in our lives and to share
with others the hope and salvation we have in him. Lord, in your mercy,
People: hear our prayer.
Pastor: Lord God, heavenly Father, you sent your Son to live a perfect life and
die in our stead, to bring us forgiveness and to reconcile us to you. Grant
us to live in daily contrition and repentance, putting to death the old
Adam and living anew in Christ. Lord, in your mercy,
People: hear our prayer.
Pastor: Almighty Father, just as Joseph forgave his brothers and provided for
them and their families, move us to forgive those who have sinned
against us. Lord, in your mercy,
People: hear our prayer.
Pastor: Loving heavenly Father, look with mercy upon those who have been
forced from their homes and seek refuge in our country. Let the love of
Christ be evident in those who serve them, keep them safe from harm,
and provide for their needs. Lord, in your mercy,
People: hear our prayer.
Pastor: God of all comfort, be with the poor, homeless or destitute. Give them
reassurance of your care and provision, and fill them with hope. Be with
all those affected by the hurricanes, giving them strength and
perseverance, blessing them by the support services they receive, and
moving us to give generously in their time of need. Lord, in your mercy,
People: hear our prayer.
Pastor: Merciful Father, guard and keep all who are sick, lonely, overwhelmed
by grief or poor in spirit, especially Lonna, Jonathan, Manley, Jerry, Pat,
Debbie, Charles, Ruth, Mary Anne, Pat, Jeannie, Shirley, Gladys, Herb,
Cliff, Doris, Carol, Ervin, Matthew, Arlene, Mae, Dorothy, John, Arlene,
LuEva, Jean, Russ, Helen, Leonard, Jack, Shirley and Sarah. Let them look
7

to Jesus Christ, the Light of the world, in their time of distress, and
remind them that He is the Light no darkness can overcome. Lord, in
your mercy,
People: hear our prayer.
Pastor: Lord of life, at the beginning of time you created man and woman,
instituted marriage, and gave the design for family. We rejoice with
Larry and Carol as they celebrate 50 years of marriage and are thankful
for children and grandchildren. Bless all our families to live in the love
and grace of Christ Jesus. Lord, in your mercy,
People: hear our prayer.
Pastor: Heavenly Father, we come to your table as servants who owe a debt we
cannot pay. Thanks to Christ, that debt has been forgiven in its entirety.
As we receive His very body and blood for our forgiveness, let us be ever
grateful, that we may go out to serve others with that same spirit of
forgiveness. Lord, in your mercy,
People: hear our prayer.
Pastor: Ever-living God, you gather to your safe keeping the souls of those who
have departed this world in the hope of the resurrection to eternal life
through Jesus Christ. Receive our thanks for all the faithful departed.
Bless Denton as he remembers Linda, Larry and Carol as they remember
Don, and Larry and Mary as they fondly remember their parents. Grant
that we may look forward to sharing with them the joys of Your
everlasting Kingdom. Lord, in your mercy,
People: hear our prayer.
Pastor: Into your hands, O Lord, we commend all for whom we pray, trusting in
your mercy, through Jesus Christ, your Son, our Lord, who lives and
reigns with you and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever.
People: Amen.
(Be seated)
OFFERING As your offering is collected, please sign our attendance book located at
the end of the pew. If you are a visitor, please leave your address and phone. After you
are finished, please pass the book along to others in your pew, and return the book to
the center aisle. You may check the register to see the names of those to greet after the
service.
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BELL ANTHEM DURING OFFERING (8:00)
(Rise)
PREFACE & SANCTUS
Page 208
Pastor: the Lord be with you.
People: And also with you.
Pastor: Lift us your hearts.
People: We lift them up to the Lord.
Pastor: let us give thanks to the Lord our God.
People: It is right to give Him thanks and praise.
Pastor: It is truly good, right, and salutary that we should at all times and in all
places give thanks to you, O Lord, holy Father, almighty and everlasting
God, for the countless blessings you so freely bestow on us and all
creation. Above all, we give thanks for your boundless love shown to us
when you sent your only-begotten Son, Jesus Christ, into our flesh and
laid on Him our sin, giving Him into death that we might not die
eternally. Because He is now risen from the dead and lives and reigns to
all eternity, all who believe in Him will overcome sin and death and will
rise again to new life. Therefore with angels and archangels and with all
the company of heaven we laud and magnify your glorious name,
evermore praising you and saying:
♬

Holy, holy, holy Lord God of Sabaoth adored;
Heav’n and earth with full acclaim shout the glory of your name.
Sing hosanna in the highest, sing hosanna to the Lord;
Truly blest is He who comes in the name of the Lord!

PRAYERS, WORDS OF OUR LORD & PAX DOMINI
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Pastor: Blessed are you, O Lord our God, king of all creation, for you have had
mercy on us and given your only-begotten Son that whoever believes in
Him should not perish but have eternal life.
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In these last days, you have poured out your Holy Spirit on your church
that your sons and daughters might proclaim the wonders of your
salvation in Christ Jesus, our Lord. Pour out your Holy Spirit upon your
gathered people that, faithfully eating and drinking the body and blood
of your Son, we may go forth to proclaim His salvation to the ends of the
earth.

Hear us as we pray in His name and as He has taught us:
Our Father who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name, Thy kingdom
come, Thy will be done on earth as it is in heaven; give us this day our
daily bread; and forgive us our trespasses as we forgive those who
trespass against us; and lead us not into temptation, but deliver us
from evil. For Thine is the kingdom and the power and the glory
forever and ever. Amen.
Pastor: Our Lord Jesus Christ, on the night when he was betrayed, took bread,
and when He had given thanks, He broke it and gave it to the disciples
and said: “Take , eat, this is My + body, which is given for you. This do in
remembrance of Me.”
Pastor: The peace of the Lord be with you always.
People: Amen.
AGNUS DEI
Page 210
O Jesus Christ, true Lamb of God, You take the sin of the world away;
O Jesus Christ, true Lamb of God, Have mercy on us, Lord, we pray.
O Jesus Christ, true Lamb of God, You take the sin of the world away;
Have mercy on us, Jesus Christ, And grant us peace, O Lord, we pray.
(Be seated)
DISTRIBUTION Those guests who desire to commune who are members of another
LCMS congregation may do so; if you are coming from another church background,
please see the pastor or an elder first.

HYMN #617 “O Lord, We Praise Thee”
O Lord we praise Thee, bless Thee, and adore Thee,
In thanksgiving bow before Thee.
Thou with Thy body and Thy blood didst nourish
Our weak souls that they may flourish: O Lord, have mercy!
May Thy body, Lord, born of Mary, That our sins and sorrows did carry,
And Thy blood for us plead In all trial, fear, and need: O Lord, have mercy!
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Thy holy body into death was given, Life to win for us in heaven.
No greater love than this to Thee could bind us;
May this feast there-of remind us! O Lord, have mercy!
Lord, Thy kindness did so constrain Thee
That Thy blood should bless and sustain me. All our debt Thou hast paid;
Peace with God once more is made: O Lord, have mercy!
May God bestow on us His grace and favor That we follow Christ our Savior
And live together here in love and union
Nor despise this blest Communion! O Lord, have mercy!
Let not Thy good Spirit forsake us; Grant that heav’nly-minded He make us;
Give Thy Church, Lord, to see Days of peace and unity: O Lord, have mercy!
HYMN #636 “Soul, Adorn Yourself with Gladness”
Soul, adorn yourself with gladness, Leave the gloomy haunts of sadness,
Come into the daylight’s splendor, There with joy your praises render.
Bless the One whose grace unbounded This amazing banquet founded;
He, though heav’nly, high, and holy, Deigns to dwell with you most lowly.

Jesus, source of lasting pleasure, Truest friend, and dearest treasure,
Peace beyond all understanding, Joy into all life expanding:
Humbly now, I bow before You; Love incarnate, I adore You
Worthily let me receive You And, so forward, never leave You.
Jesus, sun of life, my splendor, Jesus, friend of friends, most tender,
Jesus, joy of my desiring, Fount of life, my soul inspiring:
At Your feet I cry, my maker, Let me be a fit partaker
Of this blessed food from heaven, For our good, Your glory, given.
Lord, by love and mercy driven, You once left Your throne in heaven
On the cross for me to languish And to die in bitter anguish,
To forego all joy and gladness And to shed Your blood in sadness.
By this blood redeemed and living, Lord, I praise You with thanksgiving.
Jesus, bread of life, I pray You, Let me gladly here obey You.
By Your love I am invited, Be Your love with love requited;
By this Supper let me measure, Lord, how vast and deep love’s treasure. Through
the gift of grace You give me As Your guest in heav’n receive me.
HYMN #610 “Lord Jesus, Think on Me”
Lord Jesus, think on me And purge away my sin;
From worldly passions set me free And make me pure within.

Hasten as a bride to meet Him, And with loving rev’rence greet Him.
For with words of life immortal He is knocking at your portal.
Open wide the gates before Him, Saying, as you there adore Him:
Grant, Lord, that I now receive You, That I nevermore will leave You.

Lord Jesus, think on me, By anxious thoughts oppressed;
Let me Your loving servant be And taste Your promised rest.

He who craves a precious treasure Neither cost nor pain will measure;
But the priceless gifts of heaven God to us has freely given.
Though the wealth of earth were proffered, None could buy the gifts here
offered: Christ’s true body, for you riven, And His blood, for you once given.

Lord Jesus, think on me Amid the battle’s strife;
In all my pain and misery, O be my health and life!
Lord Jesus, think on me Nor let me go astray;
Through darkness and perplexity Point out Your chosen way.

Now in faith I humbly ponder Over this surpassing wonder
That the bread of life is boundless Though the souls it feeds are countless:
With the choicest wine of heaven Christ’s own blood to us is given.
Oh, most glorious consolation, pledge and seal of my salvation!

Lord Jesus, think on me That, when this life is past,
I may the eternal brightness see And share Your joy at last.
COMMON DISMISSAL
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(Rise)
NUNC DIMITTIS
O Lord, now let your servant Depart in heav’nly peace,
For I have seen the glory Of your redeeming grace:
A light to lead the Gentiles Unto your holy hill,
The glory of your people, your chosen Israel.
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All glory to the Father, All glory to the Son,
All glory to the Spirit, Forever Three in One;
For as in the beginning, Is now, shall ever be,
God’s triune name resounding Through all eternity.
COLLECT, BENEDICAMUS & BENEDICTION
Page 212
Pastor: Let us pray. O God the Father, the fountain and source of all goodness,
who in loving-kindness sent your only-begotten Son into the flesh, we
thank you that for His sake you have given us pardon and peace in this
Sacrament, and we ask you not to forsake your children but always to
rule our hearts and minds by your Holy Spirit that we may be enabled
constantly to serve you; through Jesus Christ, your son, our Lord, who
lives and reigns with you and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever.
People: Amen.
Pastor: Let us bless the Lord.
People: Thanks be to God.
Pastor: The Lord bless you and keep you. The Lord make His face shine on you,
and be gracious to you. The Lord look upon you with favor and +give you
peace.
People: Amen.
CLOSING HYMN #816 “From All That Dwell Below the Skies”
From all that dwell below the skies Le t the creator’s praise arise;
Alleluia, alleluia! Let the Redeemer’s name be sung
Through ev’ry land by ev’ry tongue. Alleluia, alleluia! Alleluia, alleluia, alleluia!
Eternal are Thy mercies Lord: Eternal truth attends Thy Word.
Alleluia, alleluia! Thy praise shall sound from shore to shore
Till suns shall rise and set no more. Alleluia, alleluia! Alleluia, alleluia, alleluia!
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All praise to God the Father be, All praise, eternal Son, to Thee. Alleluia, alleluia!
Whom with the Spirit we adore Forever and forevermore:
Alleluia, alleluia! Alleluia, alleluia, alleluia!
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THIS SUNDAY
September 17th 2017
Everyone is invited
Celebration of NEW and OLD
Come celebrate and meet people who have milestone birthdays,
longstanding members of St. Paul’s, new members of the school and
church and the newly baptized.
Immediately following the late service.
A great celebration with lunch provided.

