EIGHTEENTH SUNDAY AFTER PENTECOST
Unjust Steward, Generous Master
September 17 & 18, 2016 ~ LWML Weekend

AS WE GATHER
The parable in today’s Gospel has one main point: how generous the master is to his very
core. He has a reputation for generosity. When his unjust steward discounts everyone’s
bills, he doesn’t assert his legal right to reverse the steward’s actions; instead, he stays
consistent with his reputation and generously forgives the debts. So it is with our Master,
the Lord God. He is generous, providing each of us with “body and soul, eyes, ears, and all
my members, my reason and all my senses . . . clothing and shoes, food and drink, house
and home, spouse and children, land, animals, and all I have.” We rejoice in the generosity
of God. In our joy, we hear God’s call to use whatever wealth He entrusts to us for
extending His reign—providing for the poor and supporting Gospel mission and ministry.

WELCOME
BLESSING OF THE QUILTS
Great is the Lord and most worthy of praise; his greatness no one can fathom.
I will meditate on your wonderful works, and I will proclaim your great deeds.
Psalm 145-3, 5b, 6
HANDSHAKES & HUGS
 PREPARATION 
OPENING HYMN #868 “Awake, My Soul, and With the Sun” Rise for last stanza
Awake, my soul, and with the sun Thy daily stage of duty run;
Shake off dull sloth and joyful rise To pay thy morning sacrifice.
In conversation be sincere, Thy conscience as the noon day clear;
Think how the all seeing God thy ways And all thy secret thoughts surveys.
All praise to Thee, who safe hast kept And hast refreshed me while I slept;
Grant, Lord, when I from death shall wake, I may of endless light partake.
Lord, I my vows to Thee renew; Disperse my sins as morning dew;
Guard my first springs of thought and will And with Thyself my spirit fill.
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Direct, control, suggest this day All I design or do or say
That all my pow’rs with all their might In Thy sole glory may unite.
(Rise)
Praise God, from whom all blessings flow; Praise Him, all creatures here below;
Praise Him above, ye heav’nly host: Praise Father, Son, and Holy Ghost.
INVOCATION & OPENING SENTENCES, CONFESSION & ABSOLUTION
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Pastor: In the name of the Father and of the +Son and of the Holy Spirit.
People: Amen.
Pastor: If we say we have no sin, we deceive ourselves, and the truth is not in us.
People: But if we confess our sins, God, who is faithful and just, will forgive our
sins and cleanse us from all unrighteousness.
Pastor: Let us then confess our sins to God our Father.
People: Most merciful God, we confess that we are by nature sinful and unclean.
We have sinned against you in thought, word, and deed, by what we have
done and by what we have left undone. We have not loved you with our
whole heart; we have not loved our neighbors as ourselves. We justly
deserve your present and eternal punishment. For the sake of your Son,
Jesus Christ, have mercy on us. Forgive us, renew us, and lead us, so that
we may delight in your will and walk in your ways to the glory of your
holy name. Amen.
Pastor: In the mercy of almighty God, Jesus Christ was given to die for us, and for
His sake God forgives us all our sins. To those who believe in Jesus Christ
He gives the power to become the children of God and bestows on them
the Holy Spirit. May the Lord, who has begun this good work in us, bring it
to completion in the day of our Lord Jesus Christ.
People: Amen.
KYRIE
Pastor:
People:
Pastor:
People
Pastor:
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In peace let us pray to the Lord.
Lord, have mercy.
For the peace from above and for our salvation let us pray to the Lord.
Lord, have mercy.
For the peace of the whole world, for the well-being of the Church of God,
and for the unity of all let us pray to the Lord.

People: Lord, have mercy.
Pastor: For this holy house and for all who offer here their worship and praise let
us pray to the Lord.
People: Lord, have mercy.
Pastor: Help, save, comfort and defend us, gracious Lord.
People: Amen.
HYMN OF PRAISE

“This Is the Feast”

Page 155

Refrain: This is the feast of victory for our God. Alleluia, alleluia, alleluia.
Worthy is Christ, the Lamb who was slain,
whose blood set us free to be people of God. Refrain
Power, riches, wisdom, and strength, and honor, blessing, and glory are His. Refrain
Sing with all the people of God, and join in the hymn of all creation:
Blessing, honor, glory, and might be to God and the Lamb forever. Amen. Refrain
For the Lamb who was slain has begun His reign. Alleluia.
This is the feast of victory for our God. Alleluia, alleluia, alleluia.
SALUTATION & COLLECT OF THE DAY
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Pastor: The Lord be with you.
People: And also with you.
Pastor: Let us pray. Lord God, your generosity exceeds our understanding. Guide
your people to practice generosity wisely and abundantly, so that the
world may catch a glimpse of your unfathomable generosity through us;
through Jesus Christ, your Son, our Lord, who lives and reigns with you and
the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever.
People: Amen.
(Be seated)
 WORD 
OLD TESTAMENT READING Amos 8:4–7 (A word to those who trample on the
needy) Hear this, you who trample the needy and do away with the poor of the land,
saying, "When will the New Moon be over that we may sell grain, and the Sabbath be
ended that we may market wheat?"-- skimping the measure, boosting the price and
cheating with dishonest scales, buying the poor with silver and the needy for a pair of
sandals, selling even the sweepings with the wheat. The LORD has sworn by the Pride of
Jacob: "I will never forget anything they have done.”
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Lector: This is the Word of the Lord.
People: Thanks be to God.
EPISTLE 1 Timothy 2:1–15 (Pray for all people, for God desires all to be saved.)
I urge, then, first of all, that requests, prayers, intercession and thanksgiving be made for
everyone--for kings and all those in authority, that we may live peaceful and quiet lives in
all godliness and holiness. This is good, and pleases God our Savior, who wants all men to
be saved and to come to a knowledge of the truth. For there is one God and one mediator
between God and men, the man Christ Jesus, who gave himself as a ransom for all men-the testimony given in its proper time. And for this purpose I was appointed a herald and
an apostle-- I am telling the truth, I am not lying-- and a teacher of the true faith to the
Gentiles. I want men everywhere to lift up holy hands in prayer, without anger or disputing.
I also want women to dress modestly, with decency and propriety, not with braided hair or
gold or pearls or expensive clothes, but with good deeds, appropriate for women who
profess to worship God. A woman should learn in quietness and full submission. I do not
permit a woman to teach or to have authority over a man; she must be silent. For Adam
was formed first, then Eve. And Adam was not the one deceived; it was the woman who
was deceived and became a sinner. But women will be saved through childbearing-- if they
continue in faith, love and holiness with propriety.

Lector: This is the Word of the Lord.
People: Thanks be to God.
5:00 CHOIR ANTHEM “10,000 Reasons” (Bless the Lord) Choral Setting by Lloyd Larson
(Rise)
ALLELUIA ♬
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Alleluia. Lord, to whom shall we go?
You have the words of eternal life. Alleluia, alleluia.

Pastor:
People: ♬

The Holy Gospel according to St. Luke, the 16 th chapter.
Glory to you, O Lord.

HOLY GOSPEL Luke 16:1–15 (God is generous and desires us to use the wealth He
entrusts to us for the work of His kingdom.) Jesus told his disciples: "There was a rich
man whose manager was accused of wasting his possessions. So he called him in and
asked him, 'What is this I hear about you? Give an account of your management, because
you cannot be manager any longer.' "The manager said to himself, 'What shall I do now?
My master is taking away my job. I'm not strong enough to dig, and I'm ashamed to beg--I
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know what I'll do so that, when I lose my job here, people will welcome me into their
houses.' "So he called in each one of his master's debtors. He asked the first, 'How much
do you owe my master?' "'Eight hundred gallons of olive oil,' he replied. "The manager
told him, 'Take your bill, sit down quickly, and make it four hundred.' "Then he asked the
second, 'And how much do you owe?' "'A thousand bushels of wheat,' he replied. "He told
him, 'Take your bill and make it eight hundred.' "The master commended the dishonest
manager because he had acted shrewdly. For the people of this world are more shrewd in
dealing with their own kind than are the people of the light. I tell you, use worldly wealth
to gain friends for yourselves, so that when it is gone, you will be welcomed into eternal
dwellings. "Whoever can be trusted with very little can also be trusted with much, and
whoever is dishonest with very little will also be dishonest with much. So if you have not
been trustworthy in handling worldly wealth, who will trust you with true riches? And if
you have not been trustworthy with someone else's property, who will give you property
of your own? "No servant can serve two masters. Either he will hate the one and love the
other, or he will be devoted to the one and despise the other. You cannot serve both God
and Money." The Pharisees, who loved money, heard all this and were sneering at Jesus.
He said to them, "You are the ones who justify yourselves in the eyes of men, but God
knows your hearts. What is highly valued among men is detestable in God's sight.

Pastor: This is the Gospel of the Lord.
People: Praise to you, O Christ.
(Be seated)
CHILDREN’S MESSAGE
SERMON HYMN #829

“Christ the Eternal Lord”

Christ the eternal Lord, Whose promise here we claim,
Whose gifts of grace are freely poured On all who name Your name;
With thankfulness and praise We stand before Your throne,
Intent to serve You all our days And make Your glory known.
Christ the unchanging Word To ev’ry passing age,
Whose timeless teachings still are heard Set forth on Scripture’s page;
Transform our thought and mind, Enlighten all who read,
Within Your Word by faith to find The bread of life indeed.
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Christ the redeeming Son, Who shares our human birth,
And by His death salvation won For ev’ry child of earth;
Inspire our hearts, we pray, To tell Your love abroad,
That all may honor Christ today And follow Him as Lord.
Christ the unfading Light Of everlasting day,
Our Morning Star in splendor bright, The Life, the Truth, the Way;
That light of truth You give To servants as to friends,
Your way to walk, Your life to live, Till earth’s brief journey ends.
Christ the ascended King Exalted high above,
Whose praise unending ages sing, Whom yet unseen we love;
When mortal life is past Your voice from heaven’s throne
Shall call Your children home at last To know as we are known.
SERMON

“Following the Example of a Shrewd Man??”

(Rise)
NICENE CREED
(Be seated)

Luke 16:1-15
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OFFERING As your offering is collected, please sign our attendance book located at the
end of the pew. If you are a visitor, please leave your address and phone. After you are
finished, please pass the book along to others in your pew, and return the book to the
center aisle. You may check the register to see the names of those to greet after the
service.

(Rise)
PRAYERS OF THE CHURCH
Pastor: Let us pray to the Lord, whose testimonies and promises are righteous and
true forever.
After each petition:
Pastor: . . . let us pray to the Lord:
People: Lord, have mercy.
At the conclusion of the prayers:
Pastor: . . . one God, now and forever.
People: Amen.
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OFFERTORY
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What shall I render to the Lord for all His benefits to me?
I will offer the sacrifice of thanksgiving and will call on the name of the Lord.
I will take the cup of salvation and will call on the name of the Lord.
I will pay my vows to the Lord now in the presence of all His people,
in the courts of the Lord’s house, in the midst of you, O Jerusalem.
+ SACRAMENT +
PREFACE
Pastor: The Lord be with you.
People: And also with you.
Pastor: Lift up your hearts.
People: We lift them to the Lord.
Pastor: Let us give thanks to the Lord our God.
People: It is right to give Him thanks and praise.
Pastor: It is truly good, right, and salutary, that we should at all times and in all
places give thanks to you, holy Lord, almighty Father, everlasting God,
through Jesus Christ, our Lord, who on this day overcame death and the
grave and by His glorious resurrection opened to us the way of everlasting
life. Therefore with angels and archangels and with all the company of
heaven we laud and magnify your glorious name, evermore praising you
and saying:
SANCTUS & PRAYER OF THANKSGIVING
People: ♬

Holy, holy, holy Lord God of pow’r and might:
Heaven and earth are full of your glory.
Hosanna, Hosanna, Hosanna in the highest.
Blessed is He who comes in the name of the Lord. Hosanna in the highest.

Pastor: Blessed are you, Lord of heaven and earth, for you have had mercy on
those whom you created and sent your only-begotten Son into our flesh to
bear our sin and be our Savior. With repentant joy we receive the salvation
accomplished for us by the all-availing sacrifice of His body and His blood
on the cross.
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Gathered in the name and the remembrance of Jesus, we beg you, O Lord,
to forgive, renew, and strengthen us with your Word and Spirit. Grant us
faithfully to eat His body and drink His blood as He bids us do in His own
testament. Gather us together, we pray, from the ends of the earth to
celebrate with all the faithful the marriage feast of the Lamb in His
kingdom, which has no end. Graciously receive our prayers; deliver and
preserve us. To you alone, O Father, be all glory, honor, and worship, with
the Son and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever.
People: Amen.
THE LORD’S PRAYER
Pastor: Lord remember us in your kingdom and teach us to pray:
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Our Father…..

WORDS OF OUR LORD
Pastor: Our Lord Jesus Christ, on the night when He was betrayed, took bread, and
when He had given thanks, He broke it and gave it to the disciples and
said:”Take, eat; this is My +body, which is given for you. This do in
remembrance of Me.”
In the same way also He took the cup after supper, and when He had given
thanks, He gave it to them, saying: “Drink of it, all of you; this cup is the
new testament in My +blood, which is shed for you for the forgiveness of
sins. This do, as often as you drink it, in remembrance of Me.”
THE PEACE OF THE LORD
Pastor: The peace of the Lord be with you always.
People: Amen.
AGNUS DEI
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Lamb of God, You take away the sin of the world; have mercy on us.
Lamb of God, You take away the sin of the world; have mercy on us.
Lamb of God, You take away the sin of the world; grant us peace.
(Be seated)
DISTRIBUTION Those guests who desire to commune who are members of another LCMS
congregation may do so; if you are coming from another church background, please see
the pastor or an elder first.
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HYMN #576 “My Hope Is Built on Nothing Less”
My hope is built on nothing less Than Jesus’ blood and righteousness;
No merit of my own I claim But wholly lean on Jesus’ name.
Refrain: On Christ, the solid rock, I stand; All other ground is sinking sand,
All other ground is sinking sand.
When darkness veils His lovely face, I rest on His unchanging grace;
In ev’ry high and stormy gale My anchor holds within the veil. Refrain
His oath, His covenant and blood Support me in the raging flood;
When ev’ry earthly prop gives way, He then is all my hope and stay. Refrain
When He shall come with trumpet sound, Oh, may I then in Him be found,
Clothed in His righteousness alone, Redeemed to stand before His throne! Refrain
HYMN #686 “Come, Thou Fount of Every Blessing”
Come, Thou Fount of ev’ry blessing, Tune my heart to sing Thy grace;
Streams of mercy, never ceasing, Call for songs of loudest praise.
While the hope of endless glory Fills my heart with joy and love,
Teach me ever to adore Thee; May I still Thy goodness prove.
Here I raise my Ebenezer, Hither by Thy help I’ve come;
And I hope, by Thy good pleasure, Safely to arrive at home.
Jesus sought me when a stranger, Wand’ring from the fold of God;
He, to rescue me from danger, Interposed His precious blood.
Oh, to grace how great a debtor Daily I’m constrained to be;
Let that grace now like a fetter Bind my wand’ring heart to Thee:
Prone to wander, Lord, I feel it; Prone to leave the God I love.
Here’s my heart, O take and seal it, Seal it for Thy courts above.
Oh, that day when freed from sinning, I shall see Thy lovely face;
Clothed then in the bloodwashed linen, How I’ll sing Thy wondrous grace!
Come, my Lord, no longer tarry; Take my ransom’d soul away;
Send Thine angels soon to carry Me to realms of endless day.
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HYMN #851 “Lord of Glory, You Have Bought Us”
Lord of glory, You have bought us With Your lifeblood as the price,
Never grudging for the lost ones That tremendous sacrifice;
And with that have freely given Blessings countless as the sand
To the unthankful and the evil With Your own unsparing hand.
Grant us hearts, dear Lord, to give You Gladly, freely of Your own.
With the sunshine of Your goodness Melt our thankless hearts of stone
Till our cold and selfish natures, Warmed by You, at length believe
That more happy and more blessed ‘Tis to give than to receive.
Wondrous honor You have given To our humblest charity
In Your own mysterious sentence, “You have done it all to Me.”
Can it be , O gracious Master, That You deign for alms to sue,
Saying by Your poor and needy, “Give as I have giv’n to you”?
Lord of glory, You have bought us With Your lifeblood as the price,
Never grudging for the lost ones That tremendous sacrifice.
Give us faith to trust You boldly, Hope, to stay our souls on You;
but, oh, best of all Your graces, With Your love our love renew.
COMMON DISMISSAL
(Rise)
POST-COMMUNION CANTICLE
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People: ♬ Thank the Lord and sing His praise; tell ev’ryone what He has done.
Let all who seek the Lord rejoice and proudly bear His name.
He recalls His promises and leads His people forth in joy
with shouts of thanksgiving. Alleluia, alleluia.
POST-COMMUNION COLLECT
Pastor: Let us pray. O God the Father, the fountain and source of all goodness, who
in loving-kindness sent your only-begotten Son into the flesh, we thank you
that for His sake you have given us pardon and peace in this Sacrament,
and we ask you not to forsake your children but always to rule our hearts
and minds by your Holy Spirit that we may be enabled constantly to serve
you; through Jesus Christ, your Son, our Lord, who lives and reigns with you
and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever.
People: Amen.
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BENEDICTION
Pastor: The Lord bless you and keep you. The Lord make His face shine on you and
be gracious to you. The Lord look upon you with favor and + give you
peace.
People: Amen.
CLOSING HYMN #725 “Children of the Heavenly Father”
Children of the heav’nly Father Safely in His bosom gather;
Nestling bird nor star in heaven Such a refuge e’er was given.
God His own doth tend and nourish; In His holy courts they flourish.
From all evil things He spares them; In His mighty arms He bears them.
Neither life nor death shall ever From the Lord His children sever;
Unto them His grace He showeth, And their sorrows all He knoweth.
Though He giveth or He taketh, God His children ne’er forsaketh;
His the loving purpose solely To preserve them pure and holy.
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