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AS WE GATHER 
Remember where you’re going. Of course, memory deals mainly with things in the 
past—where we’ve been already. Rarely are we told to remember something that has 
not happened yet, except when it comes to remembering plans for the future and our 
goals. Sometimes we lose sight of where we’re going or what we are trying to 
accomplish. So occasionally we need to be stopped and reminded. When Jesus began to 
show His disciples His goal of suffering, death, and resurrection in Jerusalem, it went 
against every hope, expectation, and dream of His disciple Peter. “Far be it from You, 
Lord!” So we, too, need to be reminded that the Christian faith and life is not really 
about our successful living or glorious past. Our faith is about Jesus’ cross and call to a 
blessed future. It is about daily repentance all along the way in good times as well as in 
evil times. It is all about repentance, taking up the cross and following Jesus wherever 
He leads. We may wonder at times whether He has forgotten us or wonder if He is still 
leading us, but we have His promise that we will see the Son of Man coming in His 
kingdom. 

WELCOME 

                             "God is able to make all grace abound to you,  
                        so that having all sufficiency in all things at all times,  
                     you may abound in every good work." (2 Cor. 9:8, ESV) 

HANDSHAKES & HUGS 
                                                   PREPARATION  

OPENING HYMN #861       “Christ Be My Leader”   

Christ be my Leader by night as by day;  
Safe through the darkness, for He is the way.  
Gladly I follow, my future His care, Darkness is daylight when Jesus is there. 

Christ be my Teacher in age as in youth, Drifting or doubting, for He is the truth. 
Grant me to trust Him; though shifting as sand,  
Doubt cannot daunt me; in Jesus I stand.   
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Christ be my Savior in calm as in strife; Death cannot hold me, for He is the life. 
Nor darkness nor doubting nor sin and its stain  
Can touch my salvation; with Jesus I reign. 

(Rise) 
INVOCATION & OPENING SENTENCES  
Pastor: In the name of the Father and of the  Son and of the Holy Spirit. 
People: Amen. 
Pastor: O LORD, I love the habitation of your house 
People: and the place where your glory dwells. 
Pastor: Prove me, O LORD, and try me; 
People: test my heart and my mind. 

CONFESSION & ABSOLUTION  
Pastor: Beloved, Jesus said, “Whoever would save his life will lose it, but  
 whoever loses his life for My sake will find it.” Let us empty ourselves of  
 our fears and failures, confessing our sins and asking God to fill us with  
 His peace. 
People: Far be it, O Lord, that I should not deny myself, take up my cross, and  
 follow you. By your cross and resurrection give to me your forgiveness  
 and assurance of new life by your grace. Sin consumes me, for I am  
 sinful from birth. Take away my selfish desires and fill me with your  
 love. Help me proclaim your love in loving service to others. Amen. 
Pastor: Thus says the Lord, “If you return, I will restore you.” Upon this your  
 confession, as a called and ordained servant of Christ and by His  
 authority, I forgive you all your sins, in the name of the Father and of the  
  Son and of the Holy Spirit. 
People: Amen. 

HYMN OF PRAISE                           Page 155 

Refrain:    This is the feast of victory for our God. Alleluia, alleluia, alleluia. 

Worthy is Christ, the Lamb who was slain,  
whose blood set us free to be people of God. Refrain 

Power, riches, wisdom, and strength,  
and honor, blessing, and glory are His. Refrain 
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Sing with all the people of God, and join in the hymn of all creation:  
Blessing, honor, glory, and might be to God and the Lamb forever. Amen. Refrain 

For the Lamb who was slain has begun His reign. Alleluia.  
This is the feast of victory for our God. Alleluia, alleluia, alleluia. 

SALUTATION & PRAYER OF THE DAY 
Pastor: The Lord be with you. 
People: And also with you. 
Pastor: Let us pray. Gracious God and Father, you have called us and all people  
 to turn away from the darkness of sin, to repent and turn to your  
 invitation of life. Grant that we turn to you, take up our cross, and follow  
 Christ every step into our future days to your glorious promised  
 inheritance; through Jesus Christ, our Lord, who lives and reigns with  
 you and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever. 
People: Amen. 
(Be seated) 
                                                            WORD  

OLD TESTAMENT READING  Jeremiah 15:15–21 (Jeremiah’s complaint) 
O LORD, you know; remember me and visit me, and take vengeance for me on my 
persecutors. In your forbearance take me not away; know that for your sake I bear 
reproach. Your words were found, and I ate them, and your words became to me a joy 
and the delight of my heart, for I am called by your name, O LORD, God of hosts. I did not 
sit in the company of revelers, nor did I rejoice; I sat alone, because your hand was upon 
me, for you had filled me with indignation. Why is my pain unceasing, my wound 
incurable, refusing to be healed? Will you be to me like a deceitful brook, like waters 
that fail? Therefore thus says the LORD: “If you return, I will restore you, and you 
shall stand before me. If you utter what is precious, and not what is worthless, you shall 
be as my mouth. They shall turn to you, but you shall not turn to them. And I will make 
you to this people a fortified wall of bronze; they will fight against you, but they shall 
not prevail over you, for I am with you to save you and deliver you, declares the LORD. I 
will deliver you out of the hand of the wicked, and redeem you from the grasp of the 
ruthless.” 

EPISTLE  Romans 12:9–21 (Marks of the true Christian)   
Let love be genuine. Abhor what is evil; hold fast to what is good. Love one another with 
brotherly affection. Outdo one another in showing honor. Do not be slothful in zeal, be  
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fervent in spirit, serve the Lord. Rejoice in hope, be patient in tribulation, be constant in 
prayer.  Contribute to the needs of the saints and seek to show hospitality. Bless those 
who persecute you; bless and do not curse them. Rejoice with those who rejoice, weep 
with those who weep. Live in harmony with one another. Do not be haughty, but 
associate with the lowly. Never be wise in your own sight. Repay no one evil for evil, 
but give thought to do what is honorable in the sight of all.  If possible, so far as it  
depends on you, live peaceably with all.  Beloved, never avenge yourselves, but leave 
it to the wrath of God, for it is written, “Vengeance is mine, I will repay, says the 
Lord.”  To the contrary, “if your enemy is hungry, feed him; if he is thirsty, give him  
something to drink; for by so doing you will heap burning coals on his head.” Do not be 
overcome by evil, but overcome evil with good. 

(Rise) 
HOLY GOSPEL Matthew 16:21–28  (Take up your cross and follow Jesus.) 
From that time Jesus began to show his disciples that he must go to Jerusalem and 
suffer many things from the elders and chief priests and scribes, and be killed, and 
on the third day be raised.  And Peter took him aside and began to rebuke him, saying, 
“Far be it from you, Lord! This shall never happen to you.” But he turned and said to 
Peter, “Get behind me, Satan! You are a hindrance to me. For you are not setting your 
mind on the things of God, but on the things of man.” Then Jesus told his disciples, “If 
anyone would come after me, let him deny himself and take up his cross and follow 
me.  For whoever would save his life will lose it, but whoever loses his life for my sake 
will find it. For what will it profit a man if he gains the whole world and forfeits his soul? 
Or what shall a man give in return for his soul? For the Son of Man is going to come 
with his angels in the glory of his Father, and then he will repay each person according 
to what he has done. Truly, I say to you, there are some standing here who will not taste 
death until they see the Son of Man coming in his kingdom.” 

(Be seated) 

CHILDREN’S MESSAGE 

SERMON HYMN #655   “Lord, Keep Us Steadfast in Your Word”  
Lord, keep us steadfast in Your Word; Curb those who by deceit or sword  
Would wrest the kingdom from Your Son And bring to naught all He has done. 

Lord Jesus Christ, Your pow’r make known, For You are Lord of lords alone; 
Defend Your holy Church that we May sing Your praise eternally. 

O Comforter of priceless worth, Send peace and unity on earth;  
Support us in our final strife And lead us out of death to life.    
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SERMON                  “Empowered by Grace: Fulfilling Your Purpose” 

(Rise) 
NICENE CREED (found on the inside back cover of the hymnal)  
(Be seated) 

OFFERING  As your offering is collected, please sign our attendance book located at 
the end of the pew. If you are a visitor, please leave your address and phone. After you 
are finished, please pass the book along to others in your pew, and return the book to 
the center aisle. You may check the register to see the names of those to greet after the 
service. 

(Rise)  
PRAYERS OF THE CHURCH  
Pastor:  Let us pray for the whole Church of God in Christ Jesus and for all people  
 according to their needs.  Father in heaven, you bless us with gifts and  
 abilities to use in the workplace.  We give you thanks for honest and  
 faithful labor that provides for our physical needs. 
People: We humbly ask you to continue to provide your children with work  
 that is fulfilling and beneficial to their neighbors. 
Pastor:  We pray for all who labor in the workplace, that you would give them  
 strength, wisdom, and ability to fulfill their vocational calling. 
People:  Strengthen them, also, in showing honor and respect to one another in  
 the workplace, guard them against slothfulness, and let them live  
 peaceably with all. 
Pastor:  Lord of all provision, we pray for those who are underemployed, that  
 you would give them patience and persistence, and provide them new  
 opportunities for service. 
People:  For those who are unemployed, bolster their faith, continue to give  
 them each day their daily bread, and bless them to find opportunities  
 to serve in the workplace.   
Pastor:  Lord God, your Son declared that the harvest is plentiful but the laborers  
 are few.  Continue to raise up faithful men to serve as pastors and  
 faithful women to serve as deaconesses; bless pastor Chuck Ferry as he  
 serves in Asia, that many would be built up in the faith.   
People:  Continue, also, to supply our schools and churches with faithful  
 teachers, DCEs and workers; and grant to all your servants joy in their  
5 vocations. 

 
Pastor:  Lord of all nations, we pray for those who serve mankind in the  
 government, that through their service, you would provide our country  
 with safety and stability. 
People:  Protect all government leaders as well as the men and women who  
 serve us in the armed services.  Bless them in carrying out their duties  
 and enable them to serve with wisdom and honor. 
Pastor:  Living God, you are the source of every blessing we enjoy in life.   
 Therefore, we join with Laurel in giving you thanks for the blessing of  
 family.  Bless all families to live together in the love and grace of Jesus  
 Christ. 
People:  Grant us all to be thankful people who are mindful of your abundant  
 goodness day by day.   
Pastor:  Lord of compassion and healing, we pray for those dealing with  
 infirmities of body, mind or spirit, especially Pat, Debbie, Charles, Ruth,  
 Mary Anne, Pat, Jeannie, Shirley, Gladys, Herb, Cliff, Doris, Carol, Ervin,  
 Matthew, Arlene, Mae, Dorothy, John, Arlene, LuEva, Kathleen, Jean,  
 Russ, Helen, Leonard, Linda, Jack, Shirley and Sarah, asking that you  
 would remember them and visit them with your healing touch.   
People:  Strengthen their faith as they await from your hand all things good and  
 needful, and keep them ever mindful of your promise of eternal life. 
Pastor:  Lord of all, we pray for all the caregivers who meet the needs of both  
 young and old with special care.  Uphold them with your mighty arm,  
 strengthen them in their calling, and give them patience and  
 perseverance.   
People:  Fill them with joy and peace and give them great love for those they  
 serve. 
Pastor:  Lord of life, we lift before your throne of grace the people of Houston,  
 Texas, and others in the south affected by the torrential rains.  Give  
 them strength, perseverance, and compassion for one another.  Fill  
 them with peace and hope through faith in Christ. 
People:  Bless also the emergency response personnel and organizations that  
 bring them support and encouragement in these difficult days. 
Pastor:  Bless all who approach the Lord’s table this day with a right spirit for  
 reception of Christ’s true body and blood. 
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People: Grant that all who receive the good gift of forgiveness would be  
 strengthened to deny themselves, take up their cross and follow Jesus. 
Pastor:  Eternal Lord, we give you our thanks and praise for the faithful departed,  
 asking that we might at last join them in the feast of joy in the light of  
 your Kingdom.  Into your hands, O Lord, we commend all for whom we  
 pray, trusting in your mercy, through Jesus Christ, our Lord.  
People:  Amen. 

THE LORD’S PRAYER 
                                                        SACRAMENT  

THE WORDS OF OUR LORD  

THE PEACE OF THE LORD 
Pastor: The peace of the Lord be with you always. 
People: Amen. 

AGNUS DEI                             Page 163 
Lamb of God, You take away the sin of the world; have mercy on us.  
Lamb of God, You take away the sin of the world; have mercy on us.  
Lamb of God, You take away the sin of the world; grant us peace. 

(Be seated) 

DISTRIBUTION Those guests who desire to commune who are members of another 
LCMS congregation may do so; if you are coming from another church background, 
please see the pastor or an elder first. 

Hymn of the Month #911  “Lord, This Day We’ve Come to Worship“ 
                                                                                                                    Sung by Michelle Prince 

HYMN #563   “Jesus, Thy Blood and Righteousness” 

Jesus, Thy blood and righteousness My beauty are, my glorious dress; 
Midst flaming worlds, in these arrayed, With joy shall I lift up my head. 

Bold shall I stand in that great day, Cleansed and redeemed, no debt to pay; 
Fully absolved through these I am From sin and fear, from guilt and shame. 

Lord, I believe Thy precious blood, Which at the mercy seat of God 
Pleads for the captives’ liberty, Was also shed in love for me.  
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Lord, I believe, were sinners more Than sands upon the ocean shore, 
Thou hast for all a ransom paid, For all a full atonement made. 

When from the dust of death I rise To claim my mansion in the skies, 
This then shall be my only plea: Jesus hath lived and died for me. 

Jesus, be endless praise to Thee, Whose boundless mercy hath for me, 
For me, and all Thy hands have made, An everlasting ransom paid. 
 

HYMN #685   “Let Us Ever Walk With Jesus” 

Let us ever walk with Jesus, Follow His example pure,  
Through a world that would deceive us And to sin our spirits lure.  
Onward in His footsteps treading, Pilgrims here, our home above, 
 full of faith and hope and love, Let us do the Father’s bidding.  
Faithful Lord, with me abide; I shall follow where you guide. 

Let us suffer here with Jesus And with patience bear our cross.  
Joy will follow all our sadness; Where He is, there is no loss.  
Though today we sow no laughter, We shall reap celestial joy; 
All discomforts that annoy Shall give way to mirth hereafter.  
Jesus, here I share your woe; Help me there your joy to know. 

Let us gladly die with Jesus. Since by death He conquered death, 
He will free us from destruction, Give to us immortal breath.  
Let us mortify all passion That would lead us into sin;   
And the grave that shuts us in Shall but prove the gate to heaven.  
Jesus, here with you I die, There to live with you on high. 

Let us also live with Jesus. He has risen from the dead  
That to life we may awaken. Jesus, you are now our head.  
We are your own living members; Where you live, there we shall be  
In your presence constantly, Living there with you forever.  
Jesus, let me faithful be, Life eternal grant to me. 
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HYMN #620   “Jesus Comes Today With Healing” 

Jesus comes today with healing, Knocking at my door, appealing,  
Off’ring pardon, grace, and peace. He Himself makes preparation,  
And I hear His invitation: “Come and taste the blessed feast.” 

Christ Himself, the priest presiding, Yet in bread and wine abiding  
In this holy sacrament, Gives the bread of life, once broken,  
And the cup, the precious token Of His sacred covenant. 

Under bread and wine, though lowly, I receive the Savior holy,  
Blood and body, giv’n for me, Very Lamb of God from heaven,  
Who to bitter death was given, Hung upon the cursed tree. 

God descends with heav’nly power, Gives Himself to me this hour  
In this ordinary sign. On my tongue His pledge receiving,  
I accept His grace, believing That I taste His love divine. 

Let me praise God’s boundless favor, Whose own feast of love I savor,  
Bidden by His gracious call. Wedding garments He provides me,  
With a robe of white He hides me, Fits me for the royal hall. 

Now have I found consolation, Comfort in my tribulation,  
Balm to heal the troubled soul. God, my shield from ev’ry tremor, 
 Cleanses me from sin and error, Makes my wounded spirit whole. 

COMMON DISMISSAL 

(Rise) 
POST-COMMUNION THANKSGIVING 
Pastor: You have called us, O Lord, to the blessed way of taking up our cross and  
 following you. We give you thanks for your gifts of repentance, faith,  
 and the strengthening of our faith, that we may walk in newness of life  
 today, tomorrow, and forever; through Jesus Christ, your Son, our Lord,  
 who lives and reigns with you and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and  
 forever. 
People: Amen. 
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BENEDICTION 
Pastor: The Lord bless you and keep you. The Lord make His face shine on you  
 and be gracious to you. The Lord look upon you with favor and  give  
 you peace.  
People: Amen. 

CLOSING HYMN #664   “Fight the Good Fight”  

Fight the good fight with all your might;  
Christ is your strength, and Christ your right.  
Lay hold on life, and it shall be Your joy and crown eternally. 

Run the straight race through God’s good grace;  
Lift up your eyes, and seek His face. Life with its way before us lies;  
Christ is the path, and Christ the prize. 

Cast care aside, lean on your guide; His boundless mercy will provide. 
Trust, and enduring faith shall prove  Christ is your life and Christ your love. 

Faint not nor fear, His arms are near; He changes not who holds you dear;  
Only believe, and you will see That Christ is all eternally. 
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