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From your Pastor……..  

Dear Brothers and Sisters in Christ, 

Let the peace of Christ rule in your hearts, since as members of one body you were called to peace.  
And be thankful.  Let the word of Christ dwell in you richly as you teach and admonish one another 
with all wisdom, and as you sing psalms, hymns and spiritual songs with gratitude in your hearts to 
God. (Col. 3:15-16, NIV) 

Here we are at the beginning of a new school year.  Supplies have been purchased, pencils have been 
sharpened, and backpacks filled with books and other items ready for learning and growth.  The days 
of summer are mostly behind us with all those varied activities: going up north, Summerfest, State 
Fair, and the like.  It is time to get back into the regular routine of life. 

The question I would have you ask yourselves and your family is this: “Where is the Lord Jesus in our 
routine?”  It is imperative to be intentional about keeping Jesus, His Truth, and His grace at the center 
of our lives.  The Scripture quoted above declares: “Let the word of Christ dwell in you richly as you 
teach and admonish one another.”  So, where does “teaching and admonishing” take place? 

Well, first of all, it should take place in the home.  Each of the six chief parts of Luther’s Small 
Catechism begins with this exhortation: “As the head of the family should teach it in a simple way to 
his household.”  The head of the family should teach his own children at home.  This can take place at 
the dinner table or right before bed or at some other time.  But it is important to be intentional about 
setting apart a time to do this. 

Secondly, it takes place in our school.  Our teachers teach of the Lord daily in their classrooms.  Each 
Wednesday we have chapel (and parents are welcome to attend).  Students are assigned memory 
work, which is a great opportunity for parents to ask their children the meaning of their Bible 
memory work.   

Finally, the word of Christ dwells in us richly as we teach and admonish by “. . . singing psalms, 
hymns, and spiritual songs with gratitude in your hearts to God.”  What does that sound like?  
Where do we do that with one another?  It takes place in worship.  Being intentional about 
worshipping the Lord, gathering with fellow Christians, confessing sins and praising Jesus for His grace 
and mercy, learning of His will in order to follow His ways: that is what worship is all about!! 

What are the benefits:  the peace of Christ and a life formed by the wisdom of His word.   
So, “Let the word of Christ dwell in you richly . . . .” 

In Christ’s Love, 
 

Pastor Bender  
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                                An Attitude of Gratitude 

As God’s people, what ought to be the motivation for all that we do or say?  The answer:  

Gratitude.  We should get out of bed each day, grateful to God for life and another day to  

spend in His presence.  When we eat, we should give thanks to God, for every morsel of food  

comes from His gracious hand. 

Most importantly, gratitude is what should be foundational in our spiritual relationship with  

God.  Why do we come to church?  We are grateful for a God who gives so many blessings, and  

above all, the blessings of a Savior named Jesus.  It was so wonderful to see so many in worship  

on the school opening weekend.  It would be great if gratitude would result in just as many in  

worship each weekend. 

Here at St. Paul’s, we should be thankful for children in our school, learning the classic subjects  

of reading, writing, mathematics, history, and science.  Most importantly, each day they all  

learn of Jesus.  If you have one of those children, you should be especially thankful. 

Finally, gratitude for God’s grace is the foundation of our sacrificial giving of offerings.  God 

encourages us to give generously, reminding us that He loves a cheerful giver.  So good 

financial stewardship flows from gratitude to God.  Stingy people aren’t typically thankful 

people.  Also, if you have a child who has been blessed with qualifying for choice tuition, you 

have an extra reason to be thankful.  Since this has brought financial relief to your life, with 

gratitude to God it should be reflected in the offerings you bring to support the ministry of the 

Gospel of Christ and the ministries of St. Paul’s.   

As God’s people, may we go forth each day with an attitude of gratitude reflected in all we  

think, do, and say. 

 

 

August 16, 2016 

Dear St. Paul’s Lutheran Church, 

Please accept our gratitude and deep appreciation for your support of our troops through the Military BibleStick. Your 

church is a testament to sacrificial giving. Providing our brave men and women in uniform with the gift of God’s Word in 

audio is a blessing that will bring them peace, comfort and spiritual protection as they put themselves in harm’s way while 

serving our country. 

It’s clear that you are making a difference in the lives of our troops. And thanks to your generosity, many more will now 

be blessed with their very own BibleStick! 

Again, thank you for standing with us in partnership to bring the comfort of God’s Word to our military heroes.  

Till all have heard, 

Troy Carl 

Vice President    
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                                   Bible Classes 

Sunday  Morning Bible Class  

9:15am in the Fellowship Hall 

It is good to gather with fellow Christians and study God’s Word, grow in faith and 

fellowship, and to heed Christ’s call to walk with Him.  As we begin the year, here are the topics of study: 

August 28 & September 4 – A Synopsis of the LCMS Convention 

As a “synod” we seek to “walk together;” that is what the word “synod” means.  As we seek to walk together as 

a church body, the LCMS Convention is one of the means we use to “keep us on the same page.”  Therefore it is 

important to take a look at some of the resolutions passed and join in the “resolve” to accomplish these things. 

September 11 through October 30 – “We the People” and “Called to Vote” 

We are in an election year and most would agree that the political scene has been “very interesting,” to say the 

least.  Martin Luther taught from Holy Scripture (Romans 13:1ff; Hebrews 12:28) that there are “Two Kingdoms” 

which God reigns over.  The kingdom of earthly power (government) and the kingdom of grace (the church).  We 

are to be active in both kingdoms as Christians, seeking to be salt and light in this world.  Come and be blessed in 

your understanding of how to rightly exercise your civic duty as a Child of God.  

Eighth Grade Public School Confirmation Class 

Beginning September 11th at 9:15am in Room 203.  Leader: Pastor Stanton 

Monday  Morning Bible Class 

Ladies Bible Study group Monday mornings (September 12, 19, 26) at 11:30 in the Fellowship Hall     “Portals of Prayer”  
Leader: Laurel Privatt 

Thursday  Morning Bible Study 

Resumes on Thursday, September 8, 2016 in the Fellowship Hall. Two four-week studies from the Concordia 
Discipleship Series will be led by Pastor Stanton (excluding September 15, when we will not meet). We meet from 10am 
to 11:30am. 

September 8, 22, 29, and October 6: THE LORD’S SUPPER  
We will explore the full meaning and application of the Lord’s Supper for our Christian lives. We will explore the answer 
to questions such as: “What are the blessings we receive through the Lord’s Supper?” and, “What does the Lord’s 
Supper have to do with daily life?” 

October 13, 20, 27 and November 3: HE SHALL COME AGAIN 
How does God signal that the end nears? What will the end be like? This study will explore the end times and assures 
readers that our Lord Jesus Christ holds us safely in His care.  

Men’s Bible Breakfast  

We usually meet the 2nd and 4th Saturdays at 7:00am, but for September we will not begin until the 4th Saturday, 

September 24.  The topic for this Fall: 

 A Man Name Martin – Part 2: The Moment 

Through this video series we will witness the interplay of personalities and events that led to the Reformation.  

This will include Luther’s inner struggles of conscience and faith, his call to debate with the Pope to his scathing 

rebuke of erroneous church practice.  We will also gain an understanding what “church” was like in the late 

Medieval times. 

All men are welcome to join this study.  We begin with breakfast cooked by one of the guys (sometimes with help from 

their beloved), spend some time in prayer, and then have the study.  We are usually done by about 8:15-8:20am.  
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Trustees: 
Meeting Reminder: Tuesday October 4th at 6:30pm in the Sanctuary 

 

Divine Connections 
The Divine Connections team would like to honor current and retired first responders (police, sheriff, 

firefighters and EMTs) this fall.  It would be appreciated if any first responder   members 

would provide Laurel Privatt your phone number and address.  Also, please provide your 

station or firehouse address if we are able to send an invite to your co-workers. Laurel’s 

phone number is 414-476-9962 and her email is LAURELJEAN@yahoo.com.  
 

 

Widows Lunch The next Widows Lunch will be Wednesday September 14th at Denny’s 4695 S. 108th Street at 11:00am.  

Ladies Guild Pot Luck September 19th at 6:30pm in the Fellowship Hall. All ladies are encouraged to join this 

wonderful mission group.  

Elizabeth Ministry Please remember Elizabeth Ministries in your prayers and if you wish to join our group please 

contact Julie Avila at javila7@wi.rr.com. 

Quilters We will be ending our work on August 29th. Our quilts will be on display in church 

the weekend of September 17 & 18, and will be boxed up on September 19th. We will resume our 
quilting sessions in mid-January, weather permitting.  
 

LWML WEEKEND 

Lutheran Women’s Missionary League 

September 17 – 18, 2016 

 

                                Renewed in Christ        Hope • Strength • Soar 

___________________________________________________________________ 

  Sermon Series for the Fall – Following Jesus through the Gospel of Luke 

For the next couple of months our pastors will preach on the gospel reading each weekend.  We will follow 

Jesus, listen to His words, learn from His parables, and grow in faith and trust in our loving and compassionate 

Savior.  The September topics are: 

 September 3 & 4: Luke 14:25-35  –  “What Would You Give Up” 

 September 10 & 11: Luke 15:1-10  –  “Following Jesus to Joy” 

 September 17 & 18: Luke 16:1-15  –  “Following the Example of a Shrewd Man??” 

 September 24 & 25: Luke 16:19-31  –  “Following Jesus to Life After Death” 
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Remember to turn in your interest sheets so we 

can make future plans. If you don’t have one, 

please contact Janine Cherney.  

St. Paul’s Choir 
Rehearsals will resume 
Thursday September 8th at 
7:15pm in Room 104. 

New choir members are 
always welcome! 

Come & join this fun group of 
men & women who praise 
the Lord with their voices. 

 

From our Director of Parish Music ~ Michelle Prince 

                        It’s time for growing in our learning here at St. Paul’s! 

First we will be introducing a hymn to add to your repertoire! Each month we will add a hymn, 
as a congregation we have not sung, or have sung very little in the recent years, 
to our service each week.  This hymn will be sung each Sunday and by the end of 
the month each person will have a new way to praise the Lord through song! 

Second: The third week of the month we will be using the traditional liturgy 
found in the front of the hymnal. From September to November we will be 
using Divine Service Setting I found on pages 151-166 in the hymnal. This will 

be a joyful way to worship. Each quarter we will review a different worship setting. 

Let’s all continue to praise the Lord through song! 

 
 

Don’t forget about our Handbell Choir “Get to Know You” Activity 

    Thursday September 1 at 6:00pm in the Fellowship Hall.  
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Join the Friends of Concordia traveling to the Fireside Theater in Fort 

Atkinson to see “Million Dollar Quartet” on  

Saturday September 24th. Reservation information and ticket prices 

can be found by calling Sandy Vick at 262-243-4333.  



                                                                                                                                                                                

                      
 

 

Greetings to all of you in the name of our Savior Jesus.  We are off to a wonderful start to the school year at St. 

Paul's.  We had an awesome Open House and Opening Services in August, and we already have over a week of 

school in as of September 1st.  We have an incredible student body this year, and I am happy to report that 

our enrollment numbers are up.  We have a focused and inspired faculty and staff that are ready, willing and 

certainly able to nurture and train our young people.  We have awesome families that are so supportive and 

very happy to be a part of the St. Paul's family.  We have incredible supporters at our church and in our 

community that pray for and encourage us to continue doing the work of the Lord in this place.  But most of 

all, we are so thankful at St. Paul's for our Rock and our Salvation - Jesus Christ.  Our theme this year is Upon 

This Rock based on Isaiah 26:4.  This theme and verse will serve to be our guide as we seek to build upon the 

Rock that is everlasting. 

This year, we welcome two new teachers to St. Paul's - Mrs. Michelle Prince who is our Director of Parish 

Music.  She will be teaching and leading all of our school music classes and choirs.  Mrs. Sarah Zellmer is our 

new first grade teacher.  Mrs. Zellmer has many years of experience working with young people, and she is an 

excellent addition to our staff.  Both of these ladies are a joy to have around and are truly servant-leaders as 

they work with our students. 

I would like to say "thank you" for your support last year as I attempted to be an effective principal during my 

first year.  I am so happy that this is my second year and not everything is so new.  Thank you for all of your 

support, prayers and understanding as we transition to our new school year, as we seek to serve our God by 

serving those He gives to us.  

Continue to watch the St. Paul's Lutheran Church and School calendar.  We would love to have you participate 

in our school program, volunteer when you are able, and attend our many different school events throughout 

the school year. 

God's richest blessings to all of you, and again, thank you for your prayers and support. 

Yours in Christ, 

Rick Schneider 

Principal 
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       Sharing God’s Bounty 

                               September 

__________________________________________________________________________________________ 

  

Why We Struggle in Giving 

Jesus gave us all … his one and only Son (John 3:16). Just as Jesus gave, we are enabled by God’s grace to be giving 

people. For Christians, giving is not an option. We are to give our firstfruits generously and joyfully out of gratitude for 

who God is and what he has done and continues to do for us. So why don’t Christians give as they should? 

The following are some reasons people don’t give more: 

1. Spiritual problems. People act as owners of their things rather than stewards. They readily acknowledge God as 
the owner with their lips but not with their hearts and actions. Those lacking an intimate relationship with Jesus 
do not make giving a priority.  

2. Financial problems. The average credit card debt per household is approximately $8,000. Many don’t manage 
their money wisely. Until we spend less money than we make, we will find that money is tight and unavailable 
for giving generously. 

3. Compartmentalization. We compartmentalize when we divide our lives into competing parts. If we disconnect 
God from the managing of our money, he is not in control, and we are prone to hoard money rather than give it. 

4. Limited vision. We are apt to give less than we are capable if we do not understand all that our church or other 
Christian organizations are doing. If we understand and relate to the vision and mission of the church or 
organizations seeking our contributions, we will give generously. 

5. Limited relationships. People give more when they are connected to the church or Christian organization 
through relationships. If good relationships exist with the pastor or church leaders or even other members, 
people tend to be more generous. 

If we are struggling in our giving, we need to seek God’s strength to grow in our faith and trust in him. It is only by 

God’s grace that we can be empowered to grow in the grace of giving. 

May God help us all grow in his love and grace so we become the generous givers he wants us to be. 

 

We own nothing. We are simply stewards of our lives, our goods, and our relationships. A basic understanding 
of Christian stewardship is that we are set in this world as caretakers, as stewards, not as possessors. To be 
wise, is, in one sense, to be a good steward. The gospel story of the talents constitutes a plea for us to use what 
has been entrusted to us, but it is grounded in the truth that we own nothing, not even our lives. 
 

Back Up Operators Needed 

We need two or three individuals who would be willing to operate our 

tractor/snow blower when our regular operators are unavailable. This would be 

weekends this winter, obviously only when it snows. Training will be provided. 

The tractor has a fully enclosed cab; sidewalks, a few parking spaces, the front 

patio area of sanctuary would need to be cleared at the Lincoln Ave and Grant 

St buildings. Please see Pastor Stanton of Jeff Haas for more information.  
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St. Paul’s Youth 

 
Senior Youth 

Dinner and a Movie 
It’s dinner (maybe Mexican with some Guac) and a movie to inspire you in your walk with the Lord.  Come and join 
your fellow high school youth at Pastor Bender’s house! 
 When:  Friday, September 16 @ 6:00pm 
 Where: 2367 S. 118th Street 
Friends are welcome to join us as well.  Maybe someone should call the Risen Savior folks and invite them!  Hope to see 
you  there! 
 

Junior Youth 

 To all 6-8 grade youth! Our first gathering will be held on Saturday, September 24th  in the Fellowship Hall. We 

will meet immediately following the 5:00pm worship service. We will share a meal of tacos and such 

and then proceed with devotions and plans for this new school year! Please plan on attending and 

bring a friend! 

 

     

GROUNDWORK GUATEMALA NEWS Your Groundwork Guatemala team has been doing some 

“behind the scenes” work in anticipation of our June, 2017 return to Guatemala. Fundraising efforts 

began in June and were repeated in August with barbecues at Pick-N-Save, and we thank all of you who 

stopped to buy a sandwich and cheer us on. We will have a restaurant event at Perkins this fall; watch for details 

in the church bulletin for actual dates, and vouchers will be in your mailboxes and in the narthex.  

With school starting any day now, we ask that you take advantage of sales and help us collect school supplies 

which we will bring with us to Guatemala. Groundwork currently supports over 200 children to 

attend school; in addition to tuition and uniforms, these kids need all the usual school supplies. 

There are collection baskets in the narthex and near the 1st floor elevator. Needed items 

include: children’s scissors, 12-color jumbo crayons, 100 sheet spiral notebooks, 12” rulers 

(metric on one side, preferably metal), pens (blue, black, red), red wide-tip markers, pencil 

sharpeners, 12-count colored pencils, backpacks, Yamaha plastic recorders, compasses, protractors, triangles, 

speckled composition books, 100-sheet wide-lined paper, #2 pencils, 2” masking and packing tape, wide-tip 

bold markers (washable), erasers, construction paper, 4x6” nonspiral memo books, English/Spanish 

dictionaries.  

Want to take the trip of a lifetime? Consider joining the Groundwork team for the June 3-10, 2017 trip. 

Requirements: A sincere desire to serve the Lord and share His word. Benefits: A profound deepening of faith 

and ability to witness, along with the opportunity to experience a totally different culture and develop a close 

relationship with Guatemalan missionaries as well as team members from St. Paul’s. Give it some thought! 

Give it some prayer! We will be forming the team in late October; watch for dates in next month’s Herald.
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FALL TODDLER CLASS BEGINS OCTOBER 4TH 

Our toddler class begins for children ages 2-3 

 to be accompanied by a parent or other adult relative. 

The fall session starts Tuesdays, Oct. 4th from  

6:00 – 7:15pm at the ECC. This is a great opportunity 

 for adults and little ones to interact with each other 

 and with other children their own age. If you know neighbors 

 or friends, please invite them to come! The cost is $65.00  

for the 8 week program. Mrs. Shemanske (ext. 2503) can provide  

you with more details should you have a question. Registration forms 

 are available in the back of church or at the school offices, 

 as well as on the St. Paul’s website.  
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Books 

All the books in the world, 

The most important one of all. 

The Bible 

For within it lies the  

Past 

Present 

Future 

God has it all mapped out. 

For you and me, for all mankind. 

All answers can be found within, 

Will guide us along life’s journey, 

To paradise with Him forevermore.  

Elaine Lemke 
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                                               Welcome Back To Sunday School  September 11, 2016  9:15 am 
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