SIXTEENTH SUNDAY AFTER PENTECOST
Laboring for the Lord
September 23 & 24, 2017
5:00pm & 8:00am

Cure Your children’s warring madness; Bend our pride to Your control:
Shame our wanton, selfish gladness, Rich in things and poor in soul.
Grant us wisdom, grant us courage Lest we miss Your kingdom’s goal,
Lest we miss Your kingdom’s goal.
Save us from weak resignation To the evils we deplore;
Let the gift of Your salvation Be our glory evermore.
Grant us wisdom, grant us courage, Serving You whom we adore,
Serving You whom we adore.

AS WE GATHER
Our reward for being called to work in God’s kingdom does not change based on how
long we have been in our Lord’s service. After all, we are saved by grace through faith,
not by works. Isaiah’s call for the wicked and unrighteous to return to the Lord shows
God’s immense compassion for all people, no matter when they return to Him. God’s
ways are not our ways, yet we continue to work in His kingdom until He calls us when
we die. Paul struggled with a desire to depart and be with Christ and a desire to go on
living and laboring for the Lord. Death and life contend, but Paul knows life will win. He
knows that Jesus will return, raise the dead, and dwell with them forever.

WELCOME
"God is able to make all grace abound to you,
so that having all sufficiency in all things at all times,
you may abound in every good work." (2 Cor. 9:8, ESV)
HANDSHA KES & HUGS
 PREPARATION 
OPENING HYMN #850 “God of Grace and God of Glory”
God of grace and God of glory, On Your people pour Your pow’r;
Crown Your ancient Church’s story; Bring its bud to glorious flow’r.
Grant us wisdom, grant us courage For the facing of this hour,
For the facing of this hour.
Lo, the hosts of evil round us Scorn the Christ, assail His ways!
From the fears that long have bound us Free our hearts to faith and praise.
Grant us wisdom, grant us courage For the living of these days,
For the living of these days.
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(Rise)
INVOCATION & OPENING SENTENCES
Pastor: In the name of the Father and of the  Son and of the Holy Spirit.
People: Amen.
Pastor: The Lord is my light and my salvation; whom shall I fear?
People: The Lord is the stronghold of my life; of whom shall I be afraid?
Pastor: One thing have I asked of the Lord, that will I seek after:
People: that I may dwell in the house of the Lord all the days of my life,
Pastor: For He will hide me in His shelter in the day of trouble;
People: He will conceal me under the cover of His tent; He will lift me high
upon a rock.
CONFESSION & ABSOLUTION
Pastor: As we come to the house of the Lord, we know that we are unworthy of
God’s love. We have sinned against friends and families, neighbors and
co-workers.
People: We have not loved God with our whole heart. We have not loved our
neighbors as ourselves. We have grumbled against God and His
authorities. We have sought selfish desires instead of God’s will.
Pastor: We turn to God in repentance and implore Him for mercy. Lord, hide not
your face from us. Turn not your servants away in anger.
People: Do not forsake us, O God of our salvation!
Pastor: The prophet Isaiah writes, “Seek the Lord while He may be found; call
upon Him while He is near; let the wicked forsake his way, and the
unrighteous man his thoughts; let him return to the Lord, that He may
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have compassion on him, and to our God, for He will abundantly
pardon.” The Lord is near to you. He has drawn near in the person of
Jesus Christ, whose death and resurrection bring forgiveness, life, and
salvation. As a called and ordained servant of Christ, and by His
authority, I forgive you all your sins in the name of the Father and of the
 Son and of the Holy Spirit.
People: Amen. And now my head shall be lifted up. I will offer sacrifices with
shouts of joy; I will sing and make melody to the Lord.
HYMN OF PRAISE
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Pastor: Glory to God in the highest, and peace to His people on earth.
People: (sung)
Lord, God, heavenly King, almighty God and Father:
We worship You, we give You thanks, we praise You for Your glory.
Lord Jesus Christ, only Son of the Father, Lord God, Lamb of God:
You take away the sin of the world; have mercy on us.
You are seated at the right hand of the Father; receive our prayer.
For you alone are the Holy One. You alone are the Lord,
You alone are the Most High, Jesus Christ, with the Holy Spirit,
in the glory of God the Father. Amen.
SALUTATION & PRAYER OF THE DAY
Pastor: The Lord be with you.
People: And also with you.
Pastor: Let us pray. Lord God, heavenly Father, you are the Author of life. Direct
us in our vocations that we may serve you in humble gratitude, seeking
unity and peace with all people, which is ours by the blood of Christ;
through the same Jesus Christ, your Son, our Lord, who lives and reigns
with you and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever.
People: Amen.
(Be seated)
BAPTISM of John Thomas Belsha III (5:00)
Please refrain from taking photos during the worship service.
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The pastor places his hand on the head of the child, and the congregation joins
in praying:
All:
Our Father who art in heaven, hallowed be Thy name, Thy kingdom
come, Thy will be done on earth as it is in heaven; give us this day our
daily bread; and forgive us our trespasses as we forgive those who
trespass against us; and lead us not into temptation, but deliver us
from evil. For Thine is the kingdom and the power and the glory
forever and ever. Amen.
Pastor: The Lord preserve your coming in and your going out from this time
forth and even + forevermore.
People: Amen.
The pastor addresses the baptismal party & congregation:
Pastor: Do you renounce the devil?
All:
Yes, I renounce him.
Pastor: Do you renounce all his works?
All:
Yes, I renounce them.
Pastor: Do you renounce all his ways?
All:
Yes, I renounce them.
Pastor: Do you believe in God, the Father Almighty, maker of heaven and earth?
All:
Yes, I believe.
Pastor: Do you believe in Jesus Christ, His only Son, our Lord, who was
conceived by the Holy Spirit, born of the virgin Mary, suffered under
Pontius Pilate, was crucified, died and was buried; He descended into
hell; the third day He rose again from the dead; He ascended into
heaven and sits at the right hand of God the Father Almighty; from
thence He will come to judge the living and the dead?
All:
Yes, I believe.
Pastor: Do you believe in the Holy Spirit, the holy Christian Church, the
communion of saints, the forgiveness of sins, the resurrection of the
body, and the life everlasting?
All:
Yes, I believe.
The pastor performs the Baptism

After Pastor addresses the sponsors:
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 WORD 
OLD TESTAMENT READING Isaiah 55:6–9 (“Return to the Lord, that He may have
compassion.”)“Seek the LORD while he may be found; call upon him while he is near; let
the wicked forsake his way, and the unrighteous man his thoughts; let him return to
the LORD, that he may have compassion on him, and to our God, for he will abundantly
pardon. For my thoughts are not your thoughts, neither are your ways my ways,
declares the LORD. For as the heavens are higher than the earth, so are my ways higher
than your ways and my thoughts than your thoughts.

EPISTLE Philippians 1:12–14, 19–30 (Death and life contending)
I want you to know, brothers, that what has happened to me has really served to
advance the gospel, so that it has become known throughout the whole imperial guard
and to all the rest that my imprisonment is for Christ. And most of the brothers, having
become confident in the Lord by my imprisonment, are much more bold to speak the
word without fear. For I know that through your prayers and the help of the Spirit of
Jesus Christ this will turn out for my deliverance, as it is my eager expectation and hope
that I will not be at all ashamed, but that with full courage now as always Christ will be
honored in my body, whether by life or by death. For to me to live is Christ, and to die is
gain. If I am to live in the flesh, that means fruitful labor for me. Yet which I shall choose
I cannot tell. I am hard pressed between the two. My desire is to depart and be with
Christ, for that is far better. But to remain in the flesh is more necessary on your
account. Convinced of this, I know that I will remain and continue with you all, for
your progress and joy in the faith, so that in me you may have ample cause to glory in
Christ Jesus, because of my coming to you again. Only let your manner of life be worthy
of the gospel of Christ, so that whether I come and see you or am absent, I may hear of
you that you are standing firm in one spirit, with one mind striving side by side for the
faith of the gospel, and not frightened in anything by your opponents. This is a clear sign
to them of their destruction, but of your salvation, and that from God. For it has been
granted to you that for the sake of Christ you should not only believe in him but also
suffer for his sake, engaged in the same conflict that you saw I had and now hear that I
still have.

CHOIR ANTHEM (5:00)

a day, he sent them into his vineyard. And going out about the third hour he saw others
standing idle in the marketplace, and to them he said, ‘You go into the vineyard too, and
whatever is right I will give you.’ So they went. Going out again about the sixth hour and
the ninth hour, he did the same. And about the eleventh hour he went out and found
others standing. And he said to them, ‘Why do you stand here idle all day?’ They said to
him, ‘Because no one has hired us.’ He said to them, ‘You go into the vineyard too.’ And
when evening came, the owner of the vineyard said to his foreman, ‘Call the laborers
and pay them their wages, beginning with the last, up to the first.’ And when those hired
about the eleventh hour came, each of them received a denarius. Now when those
hired first came, they thought they would receive more, but each of them also received
a denarius. And on receiving it they grumbled at the master of the house, saying, ‘These
last worked only one hour, and you have made them equal to us who have borne the
burden of the day and the scorching heat.’ But he replied to one of them, ‘Friend, I am
doing you no wrong. Did you not agree with me for a denarius? Take what belongs to
you and go. I choose to give to this last worker as I give to you. Am I not allowed to do
what I choose with what belongs to me? Or do you begrudge my generosity?’ So the last
will be first, and the first last.”

(Be seated)
CHILDREN’S MESSAGE
SERMON HYMN #781

We give Thee but Thine own Whate’er the gift may be;
All that we have is Thine alone, A trust, O Lord, from Thee.
May we Thy bounties thus As stewards true receive
And gladly, as Thou blesses us, To Thee our first-fruits give!
Oh, hearts are bruised and dead, And homes are bare and cold,
And lambs for whom the Shepherd bled Are straying from the fold.
To comfort and to bless, To find a balm for woe,
To tend the lone and fatherless Is angels’ work below.

“In Christ Alone”

The captive to release, To God the lost to bring,
To teach the way of life and peace, It is a Christ-like thing.

(Rise)
HOLY GOSPEL Matthew 20:1–16 (The parable of the laborers in the vineyard)

And we believe Thy Word, Though dim our faith may be:
Whate’er for Thine we do, O Lord, We do it unto Thee.

“For the kingdom of heaven is like a master of a house who went out early in the
morning to hire laborers for his vineyard. After agreeing with the laborers for a denarius
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“We Give Thee But Thine Own”
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SERMON

“Overcoming Greed by God’s Grace”

Ecclesiastes 5:10-20

(Rise)
APOSTLES’ CREED (8:00) (found on the inside back cover of the hymnal)
(Be seated)
OFFERING As your offering is collected, please sign our attendance book located at
the end of the pew. If you are a visitor, please leave your address and phone. After you
are finished, please pass the book along to others in your pew, and return the book to
the center aisle. You may check the register to see the names of those to greet after the
service.

(Rise)
PRAYERS OF THE CHURCH
Pastor: Let us pray for the whole Church of God in Christ Jesus and for all people
according to their needs. Almighty God, all we possess is a trust from
you. Grant us to be good stewards of all your resources.
People: Bless each one of us, your children, to take an honest look at the
income we receive and then by your Spirit, move us to be sacrificial
givers for the furtherance of Christ’s kingdom.
Pastor: Lord of the Church, we pray for all who serve in the Lord’s Kingdom,
asking that your Spirit would lead and guide them in all they do.
People: Keep all your servants mindful that it is only by grace we are included
in your Kingdom and that it is a privilege to serve in it.
Pastor: Dear heavenly Father, you are the author of the family. Bless all parents
to nurture their children in both faith and life, guided by the truth of
your Word.
People: Grant all to see children as a blessing from the Lord, that they might be
loved, well cared for and raised in the nurture and admonition of the
Lord, Jesus Christ.
Pastor: Lord of life, we pray for unborn children, asking you to provide them
with faithful parents who would welcome these blessings as gifts from
your hand.
People: Bless and protect both mothers and children in the womb, bringing
them safely to the day of birth.
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Pastor: God of all truth, we pray for good and faithful Sunday schools and
teachers, that children both young and old would continue to grow in
the knowledge of your Word.
People: Bless St. Paul’s and all churches with faithful pastors and teachers to
engage adults and children alike in the study of God’s Word.
Pastor: God of every good gift, we thank you for the gift of both life and
marriage. We rejoice with Vince and LeAnn as they celebrate their 22 nd
anniversary as well and Jerry and Audrey celebrating their 61st
anniversary. Bless also the Rauter family as they give thanks for Logan’s
12th birthday.
People: Grant us all to see life as a precious gift from your hand and bless our
marriages and families by the love of Jesus Christ.
Pastor: Lord of our salvation, we give you thanks and praise for the grace,
mercy, and salvation you pour out upon us in baptism. This weekend we
especially rejoice with the Belsha family, upon John’s baptism, the
Gennerman family as Liam is baptized, and Shanna and Richard as
Braxton enters Christ’s kingdom through holy baptism.
People: Bless these little ones and all your people to live in your grace, day by
day, and to follow the leading of your Holy Spirit.
Pastor: God of grace, we pray for those who receive the Lord’s Supper this day.
Move them to forsake sinful ways and thoughts, receive forgiveness
with thanksgiving, and walk with you day by day.
People: Grant that all who receive Christ’s body and blood would taste with joy
your abundant pardon and peace.
Pastor: Lord of all, we pray for those who are sick, marginalized, depressed,
shut-in or in hospice care, especially Lonna, Jonathan, Manley, Jerry,
Debbie, Charles, Ruth, Pat, Jeannie, Shirley, Gladys, Herb, Cliff, Doris,
Carol, Ervin, Matthew, Arlene, Mae, Dorothy, John, Arlene, LuEva, Jean,
Russ, Helen, Leonard, Jack, Shirley and Sarah.
People: Guard and keep their faith strong, grant them healing according to
your will, and bless them with perseverance and peace.
Pastor: God of all compassion, we pray for the Myren family as they mourn the
passing of a husband and father. Bless Jeanette, Trevor, and Zachary
with your perfect peace. Comfort them in your loving arms and give
them strength to go on each day.
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People: Fill them with hope in the resurrection and reunion in the life of the
world to come, and bless the members of our St. Paul’s family to
support and encourage them in this time.
Pastor: Into your hands, O Lord, we commend all for whom we pray, trusting in
your mercy, through Jesus Christ, your Son, our Lord, who lives and
reigns with you and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever.
People: Amen.
THE LORD’S PRAYER (8:00)
 SACRAMENT 

Come forward then with faithful hearts sincere,
And take the pledges of salvation here.
O Lord, our hearts with grateful thanks endow
As in this feast of love You bless us now.
HYMN #911 “Lord, this Day We’ve Come to Worship”
Lord, this day we’ve come to worship; Father, Son, and Holy Ghost,
Grace with Your blessed presence; Blessed Savior, be our host.

THE WORDS OF OUR LORD

Refrain:

THE PEACE OF THE LORD
Pastor: The peace of the Lord be with you always.
People: Amen.

In the pow’r of resurrection We have come to praise the Lord,
Celebrate His blessed supper, And to learn His holy Word. Refrain

AGNUS DEI
Page 163
Lamb of God, You take away the sin of the world; have mercy on us.
Lamb of God, You take away the sin of the world; have mercy on us.
Lamb of God, You take away the sin of the world; grant us peace.
(Be seated)
DISTRIBUTION Those guests who desire to commune who are members of
another LCMS congregation may do so; if you are coming from another church
background, please see the pastor or an elder first.
HYMN #637 “Draw Near and Take the Body of the Lord”
Draw near and take the body of the Lord,
And drink the holy blood for you out-poured;
Offered was He for greatest and for least,
Himself the victim and himself the priest.
He who His saints in this world rules and shields,
To all believers life eternal yields;
With heav’nly bread He makes the hungry whole,
Gives living waters to the thirsting soul.
9 continued

Alleluia, alleluia, Alleluia, praise the Lord!
Alleluia, alleluia, Alleluia, praise the Lord!

May Your Word enrich our spirit, Give us strength to do Your will,
Show the kingdom we’ll inherit, When at last our voice is still. Refrain
As we meet our blessed Savior At the Table of the Lord,
May this body broken for us Strength and comfort, Lord, afford. Refrain
Celebrate the resurrection In the church and sing His praise,
Till we come to true perfection: Serve the Lord through all our days. Refrain
HYMN #643 “Sent Forth by God’s Blessing”
Sent forth by God’s blessing, Our true faith confessing,
The people of God from His dwelling take leave.
The Supper is ended. O now be extended
The fruits of this service in all who believe.
The seed of His teaching, Receptive souls reaching,
Shall blossom in action for God and for all.
His grace did invite us, His love shall unite us
To work for God’s kingdom and answer His call.
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With praise and thanksgiving To God ever living,
The tasks of our ev’ry day life we will face.
Our faith ever sharing, In love ever caring,
Embracing His children of each tribe and race.
With Your feast You feed us, With Your light now lead us;
Unite us as one in this life that we share. Then may all the living
With praise and thanksgiving Give honor to Christ
and His name that we bear.
COMMON DISMISSAL
(Rise)
POST-COMMUNION THANKSGIVING
Pastor: We give thanks to you, almighty God, that you have had compassion
upon us and abundantly pardoned our sins in this Sacrament. Keep us
steadfast in the true faith throughout our lives, that we may not grow
weary of doing good, but ever serve you in humility and fidelity; through
Jesus Christ, your Son, our Lord, who lives and reigns with you and the
Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever.
People: Amen.
BENEDICTION
Pastor: The Lord bless you and keep you. The Lord make His face shine on you
and be gracious to you. The Lord look upon you with favor and  give
you peace.
People: Amen.

If you cannot speak like angels, If you cannot preach like Paul,
You can tell the love of Jesus, You can say He died for all.
If you cannot rouse the wicked With the judgment’s dread alarms,
You can lead the little children To the Savior’s waiting arms.
If you cannot be a watchman, Standing high on Zion’s wall,
Pointing out the path to heaven, Off’ring life and peace to all,
With your prayers and with your bounties You can do what God commands;
You can be like faithful Aaron, Holding up the prophet’s hands.
Let none hear you idly saying, “There is nothing I can do,”
While the multitudes are dying And the Master calls for you.
Take the task He gives you gladly, Let His work your pleasure be;
Answer quickly when He calleth, “Here am I, send me, send me!”

Preacher
Liturgist
Lectors
Acolytes
Organist
Choir Director

Pastor Harold Bender
Pastor Gregg Stanton
Carri Becker, Grant Gundersen
Riley Zacharias, Logan Rauter
Michelle Prince
Nancy Hoelke

CLOSING HYMN #826 “Hark, the Voice of Jesus Crying”
Hark, the voice of Jesus crying, “Who will go and work today?
Fields are white and harvests waiting- Who will bear the sheaves away?”
Loud and long the Master calleth; Rich reward He offers thee.
Who will answer gladly saying, “Here am I , send me, send me?”
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by permission.
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