FOURTEENTH SUNDAY AFTER PENTECOST
Family Chores
September 9 & 10, 2017
5:00pm & 8:00am

AS WE GATHER
Jesus said, “Truly, I say to you, unless you turn and become like children, you will never
enter the kingdom of heaven” (Matthew 18:3). It is of great comfort that almighty God
treats us as His dear children. As the hymn says, although “He knows how frail our
powers,” still “His grace remains forever” and “His rule is over all” (LSB 820:3–4). Yet
while we rejoice in God’s tender mercy for us, today’s Readings remind us that God
intends that same mercy for those around us, our family, our own children, and our
brothers and sisters of the household of God. As John said, “Beloved, if God so loved us,
we also ought to love one another” (1 John 4:11). In other words, we who have received
mercy are the very channels and messengers of that same mercy to others. We
renounce disgraceful ways that allow sin to drag either ourselves or others down, and
we bring God’s merciful forgiveness of sins to everyone.

WELCOME
"God is able to make all grace abound to you,
so that having all sufficiency in all things at all times,
you may abound in every good work." (2 Cor. 9:8, ESV)
HANDHSAKES & HUGS
 PREPARATION 
OPENING HYMN #911 “Lord, This Day We’ve Come to Worship”
Lord, this day we’ve come to worship; Father, Son, and Holy Ghost,
Grace with Your blessed presence; Blessed Savior, be our host.
Refrain:

Alleluia, alleluia, Alleluia, praise the Lord!
Alleluia, alleluia, Alleluia, praise the Lord!

In the pow’r of resurrection We have come to praise the Lord,
Celebrate His blessed supper, And to learn His holy Word. Refrain

As we meet our blessed Savior At the Table of the Lord,
May this body broken for us Strength and comfort, Lord, afford. Refrain
Celebrate the resurrection In the church and sing His praise,
Till we come to true perfection: Serve the Lord through all our days. Refrain
(Rise)
INVOCATION
Pastor: In the name of the Father and of the  Son and of the Holy Spirit.
People: Amen.
CONFESSION & ABSOLUTION
Pastor: Blessed is the one whose transgression is forgiven,
People: whose sin is covered.
Pastor: I said, “I will confess my transgressions to the Lord,”
People: and you forgave the iniquity of my sin.
Pastor: Brothers and sisters, we gather together as the baptized children of God.
Let us come to Him confessing our need of Him and begging His
forgiveness.
People: Almighty God, our heavenly Father, we, your children, confess to you
our waywardness. We have sinned against you in our thoughts, in our
words, and in our deeds. We are sinful from birth. We do not deserve
your love. Yet by your own Gospel promise we dare to come before
you imploring your grace. Forgive us our sins, gather us as your own
children, and give us your love and life. Amen.
Pastor: “Unless you turn and become like children, you will not enter the
kingdom of heaven. Whoever humbles himself like a child is the greatest
in the kingdom of heaven.” Upon this your confession and prayer, as a
called and ordained servant of Christ and by His authority, I forgive you
all your sins, in the name of the Father and of the  Son and of the Holy
Spirit.
People: Amen.

May Your Word enrich our spirit, Give us strength to do Your will,
Show the kingdom we’ll inherit, When at last our voice is still. Refrain
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HYMN OF PRAISE
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Pastor: This is the feast of victory for our God. Alleluia.
People: (sung)
Worthy is Christ, the Lamb who was slain,
whose blood set us free to be people of God.
Power and riches and wisdom and strength
and honor and blessing and glory are His.
This is the feast of victory for our God. Alleluia.
Sing with all the people of God, and join in the hymn of all creation:
Blessing and honor and glory and might
be to God and the Lamb forever. Amen.
This is the feast of victory for our God,
for the Lamb who was slain has begun His reign. Alleluia, alleluia.
SALUTATION & PRAYER OF THE DAY
Pastor: The Lord be with you.
People: And also with you.
Pastor: Let us pray. O God, from whom all good proceeds, grant to us, your
humble servants, your holy inspiration, that we may set our minds on
the things that are right and, by your merciful guiding, accomplish them;
through Jesus Christ, your Son, our Lord, who lives and reigns with you
and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever.
People: Amen.
(Be seated)
 WORD 
OLD TESTAMENT READING Ezekiel 33:7–9 (Ezekiel is Israel’s watchman.)
“So you, son of man, I have made a watchman for the house of Israel. Whenever you
hear a word from my mouth, you shall give them warning from me. If I say to the
wicked, O wicked one, you shall surely die, and you do not speak to warn the wicked to
turn from his way, that wicked person shall die in his iniquity, but his blood I will require
at your hand. But if you warn the wicked to turn from his way, and he does not turn
from his way, that person shall die in his iniquity, but you will have delivered your soul.
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EPISTLE Romans 13:1–10 (Submission to the authorities)
Let every person be subject to the governing authorities. For there is no authority
except from God, and those that exist have been instituted by God. Therefore whoever
resists the authorities resists what God has appointed, and those who resist will incur
judgment. For rulers are not a terror to good conduct, but to bad. Would you have no
fear of the one who is in authority? Then do what is good, and you will receive his
approval, for he is God's servant for your good. But if you do wrong, be afraid, for he
does not bear the sword in vain. For he is the servant of God, an avenger who carries
out God's wrath on the wrongdoer. Therefore one must be in subjection, not only to
avoid God's wrath but also for the sake of conscience. For because of this you also pay
taxes, for the authorities are ministers of God, attending to this very thing. Pay to all
what is owed to them: taxes to whom taxes are owed, revenue to whom revenue is
owed, respect to whom respect is owed, honor to whom honor is owed. Owe no one
anything, except to love each other, for the one who loves another has fulfilled the
law. For the commandments, “You shall not commit adultery, You shall not murder, You
shall not steal, You shall not covet,” and any other commandment, are summed up in
this word: “You shall love your neighbor as yourself.” Love does no wrong to a neighbor;
therefore love is the fulfilling of the law.

CHOIR ANTHEM (5:00)

“Alleluia, All the Ages”

(Rise)
HOLY GOSPEL Matthew 18:1–20 (Who is the greatest?)
At

that time the disciples came to Jesus, saying, “Who is the greatest in the kingdom of
heaven?” And calling to him a child, he put him in the midst of them and said, “Truly, I
say to you, unless you turn and become like children, you will never enter the kingdom
of heaven. Whoever humbles himself like this child is the greatest in the kingdom of
heaven. “Whoever receives one such child in my name receives me, but whoever causes
one of these little ones who believe in me to sin, it would be better for him to have a
great millstone fastened around his neck and to be drowned in the depth of the sea.
“Woe to the world for temptations to sin! For it is necessary that temptations come, but
woe to the one by whom the temptation comes! And if your hand or your foot causes
you to sin, cut it off and throw it away. It is better for you to enter life crippled or lame
than with two hands or two feet to be thrown into the eternal fire. And if your eye
causes you to sin, tear it out and throw it away. It is better for you to enter life with one
eye than with two eyes to be thrown into the hell of fire. “See that you do not despise
one of these little ones. For I tell you that in heaven their angels always see the face of
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my Father who is in heaven. What do you think? If a man has a hundred sheep, and one
of them has gone astray, does he not leave the ninety-nine on the mountains and go in
search of the one that went astray? And if he finds it, truly, I say to you, he rejoices over
it more than over the ninety-nine that never went astray. So it is not the will of my
Father who is in heaven that one of these little ones should perish. “If your brother sins
against you, go and tell him his fault, between you and him alone. If he listens to you,
you have gained your brother. But if he does not listen, take one or two others along
with you, that every charge may be established by the evidence of two or three
witnesses. If he refuses to listen to them, tell it to the church. And if he refuses to listen
even to the church, let him be to you as a Gentile and a tax collector. Truly, I say to
you, whatever you bind on earth shall be bound in heaven, and whatever you loose on
earth shall be loosed in heaven. Again I say to you, if two of you agree on earth about
anything they ask, it will be done for them by my Father in heaven. For where two or
three are gathered in my name, there am I among them.”

(Be seated)
CHILDREN’S MESSAGE
SERMON HYMN #698

“May We Thy Precepts, Lord, Fulfill”

May we Thy precepts, Lord, fulfill And do on earth our Father’s will
As angels do above; Still walk in Christ, the living way,
With all Thy children and obey The law of Christian love.
So may we join Thy name to bless, Thy grace adore, Thy pow’r confess,
From sin and strife to flee. One is our calling, one our name,
The end of all our hopes the same, A crown of life with Thee.
Spirit of life, of love and peace, Unite our hearts, our joy increase,
Thy gracious help supply. To each of us the blessing give
In Christian fellowship to live, In joyful hope to die.
SERMON

“A Servant’s Heart Empowered By Grace”

(Rise)
APOSTLES’ CREED (found on the inside back cover of the hymnal)
(Be seated)

1 John 4:7-8

OFFERING As your offering is collected, please sign our attendance book located
at the end of the pew. If you are a visitor, please leave your address and phone.
After you are finished, please pass the book along to others in your pew, and
return the book to the center aisle. You may check the register to see the names
of those to greet after the service.
(Rise)
PRAYERS OF THE CHURCH
Pastor: Let us pray for the whole Church of God in Christ Jesus and for all people
according to their needs. Lord God, heavenly Father, you have sent us
pastors as watchmen. Let them be ever faithful in calling sinners to
repentance and joyfully announcing your forgiveness to those who heed
their warning.
People: Bless us, your people, to gladly hear and learn your holy Word.
Pastor: Almighty God, you are the ultimate authority. Thank you for good
government and those with authority over us. Guide them in using their
authority according to your will, and help us to be obedient.
People: Guard, protect, and be with those who live under corrupt authority,
and give them all boldness and confidence to live in accordance with
your will.
Pastor: Mighty Lord, you open your hand and satisfy the desires of all living
things. Look with favor upon those who farm. Grant them to find
fulfillment in their work.
People: Let their harvest be fruitful, that they may continue to provide for the
needs of their neighbors.
Pastor: Kind Master, grant favorable weather to all in your care.
People: Protect us from drought, famine, flooding and other tribulation. Bless
and be with all recovering from the ravages of the hurricane season.
Pastor: Creator of all, at the beginning of time you created us male and female
and instituted holy marriage. We rejoice with Ralph and Judy as they
celebrate their 50th wedding anniversary.
People: Bless them with many more years together and bless all Christian
couples to live together in the love and grace of Christ Jesus.
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Pastor: Gracious Father, let us receive your good gift of Christ’s body and blood
with childlike faith. Let us humbly trust that your forgiveness is poured
out for us in this meal.
People: Strengthen us in faith toward you and in fervent love toward one
another.
Pastor: Merciful Lord, please look with compassion upon those who are
struggling with illness, grief, loneliness, and mental or spiritual malady
especially Jerry, Pat, Debbie, Charles, Ruth, Mary Anne, Pat, Jeannie,
Shirley, Gladys, Herb, Cliff, Doris, Carol, Ervin, Matthew, Arlene, Mae,
Dorothy, John, Arlene, LuEva, Kathleen, Jean, Russ, Helen, Leonard,
Linda, Jack, Shirley and Sarah.
People: Reassure them of your love, which is like that of the shepherd who
seeks and saves the one lost sheep.
Pastor: Giver of the feast to come, receive our thanks and praise for those
whom you have already gathered home. Bless Henry and Eleanor as well
as the Al Weil family as they lovingly remember Cindy.
People: In due time, grant us our portion with the saints in light, and bring us
to share with them the marriage feast of the Lamb in His Kingdom,
which has no end.
Pastor: Into your hands, O Lord, we commend all for whom we pray, trusting in
your mercy, through Jesus Christ, your Son, our Lord, who lives and
reigns with you and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever.
People: Amen.
THE LORD’S PRAYER
 SACRAMENT 
THE WORDS OF OUR LORD
THE PEACE OF THE LORD
Pastor: The peace of the Lord be with you always.
People: Amen.

DISTRIBUTION Those guests who desire to commune who are members of
another LCMS congregation may do so; if you are coming from another church
background, please see the pastor or an elder first.
HYMN #609 “Jesus Sinners Doth Receive”
Jesus sinners doth receive; Oh, may all this saying ponder
Who in sin’s delusions live And from God and heaven wander!
Here is hope for all who grieve: Jesus sinners doth receive.
We deserve but grief and shame, Yet His words, rich grace revealing,
Pardon, peace, and life proclaim; Here our ills have perfect healing.
Firmly in these words believe: Jesus sinners doth receive.
Sheep that from the fold did stray No true shepherd e’er forsaketh;
Weary souls that lost their way Christ, the Shepherd, gently taketh
In His arms that they may live: Jesus sinners doth receive.
I, a sinner, come to Thee With a penitent confession.
Savior, mercy show to me; Grant for all my sins remission.
Let these words my soul relieve: Jesus sinners doth receive.
Oh, how blest it is to know: Were as scarlet my transgression.
It shall be as white as snow By Thy blood and bitter passion:
For these words I now believe: Jesus sinners doth receive.
Now my conscience is at peace; From the Law I stand acquitted.
Christ hath purchased my release And my ev’ry sin remitted.
Naught remains my soul to grieve: Jesus sinners doth receive.
Jesus sinners doth receive; Also I have been forgiven:
And when I this earth must leave, I shall find an open heaven.
Dying, still to Him I cleave: Jesus sinners doth receive.
HYMN #622 “Lord Jesus Christ, You Have Prepared”

AGNUS DEI
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Lamb of God, You take away the sin of the world; have mercy on us.
Lamb of God, You take away the sin of the world; have mercy on us.
Lamb of God, You take away the sin of the world; grant us peace, grant us peace.
(Be seated)

Lord Jesus Christ, you have prepared This feast for our salvation;
It is your body and your blood, And at your invitation
As weary souls, with sin oppressed, We come to you for needed rest,
For comfort, and for pardon.
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HYMN #709 “The King of Love My Shepherd Is”

Although you did to heav’n ascend, Where angel hosts are dwelling,
And in your presence they behold your glory, all excelling,
And though your people shall not see your glory and your majesty
Till dawns the judgment morning.

The King of love my shepherd is, Whose goodness faileth never;
I nothing lack if I am His And He is mine forever.

Yet, Savior, you are not confined To any habitation;
But you are present even now Here with your congregation.
Firm as a rock this truth shall stand, Unmoved by any daring hand
Or subtle craft and cunning.

Perverse and foolish oft I strayed, But yet in love He sought me
And on His shoulder gently laid And home rejoicing brought me.

Where streams of living water flow, My ransomed soul He leadeth
And, where the verdant pastures grow, With food celestial feedeth.

In death’s dark vale I fear no ill With Thee, dear Lord, beside me,
Thy rod and staff my comfort still, Thy cross before to guide me.

We eat this bread and drink this cup, your precious Word believing
That your true body and your blood Our lips are here receiving.
This Word remains forever true, All things are possible with you,
For you are Lord Almighty.
Though reason cannot understand, Yet faith this truth embraces:
Your body, Lord, is even now At once in many places.
I leave to you how this can be; Your Word alone suffices me;
I trust its truth unfailing.
Lord, I believe what you have said; Help me when doubts assail me.
Remember that I am but dust, And let my faith not fail me.
Your supper in this vale of tears Refreshes me and stills my fears
And is my priceless treasure.
Grant that we worthily receive your supper, Lord, our Savior,
And, truly grieving for our sins, May prove by our behavior
That we are thankful for your grace And day by day may run our race,
In holiness increasing.
For your consoling supper, Lord, Be praised throughout all ages!
Preserve it, for in ev’ry place The world against it rages.
Grant that this sacrament may be A blessed comfort unto me
When living and when dying.
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Thou spreadst a table in my sight; Thine unction grace bestoweth;
And, oh, what transport of delight From Thy pure chalice floweth!
And so through all the length of days Thy goodness faileth never;
Good Shepherd, may I sing Thy praise Within Thy house forever!
COMMON DISMISSAL
(Rise)
POST-COMMUNION THANKSGIVING
Pastor: We give thanks to you, almighty God, that you have refreshed us
through this salutary gift, and we implore you that of your mercy you
would strengthen us through the same in faith toward you and in
fervent love toward one another; through Jesus Christ, your Son, our
Lord, who lives and reigns with you and the Holy Spirit, one God, now
and forever.
People: Amen.
BENEDICTION
Pastor: For the prophets, the watchmen, who show us the way, and for those
who follow it,
People: we thank you, Lord.
Pastor: For the forgiveness that by your grace we also give to our neighbor,
People: we thank you, Lord.
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Pastor: Because you are here among us, and for the joy that you have given us
of gathering together in your presence,
People: we thank you, Lord.
Pastor: The Lord bless you and keep you. The Lord make His face shine on you
and be gracious to you. The Lord look upon you with favor and  give
you peace.
People: Amen.
CLOSING HYMN #924 “Lord, Dismiss Us With Your Blessing”
Lord, dismiss us with Your blessing, Fill our hearts with joy and peace;
Let us each, Your love possessing, Triumph in redeeming grace.
O refresh us; O refresh us, Trav’ling through this wilderness.
Thanks we give and adoration For Your Gospel’s joyful sound.
May the fruits of Your salvation In our hearts and lives abound.
Ever faithful, ever faithful To Your truth may we be found.
Savior, when Your love shall call us From our struggling pilgrim way.
Let not fear of death appall us, Glad Your summons to obey.
May we ever, may we ever Reign with You in endless day.

Sunday Sept 17th 2017
Everyone is invited
Celebration of OLD and NEW
Come celebrate and meet people who have milestone birthdays,
longstanding members of St. Paul’s, new members of the school and
church and the newly baptized.
Immediately following the late service.
A great celebration with lunch provided.
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