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            From Heaven Above 
                                 A Children’s Christmas Service 

                               December 17, 2017   ~   10:30 am 

_____________________________________________________________ 

OPENING HYMN     Angels We Have Heard on High                   LSB 368 

Angels we have heard on high, Sweetly singing o’er the plains, 

And the mountains in reply, Echoing their joyous strains. 

Refrain:  Gloria in excelsis Deo.   Gloria in excelsis Deo. 

Shepherds, why this jubilee? Why your joyous strains prolong? 

What the gladsome tidings be Which inspire your heav’nly song? Refrain 

Come to Bethlehem and see Him whose birth the angels sing; 

Come, adore on bended knee Christ the Lord, the newborn King. Refrain 

(Rise) 

OPENING SENTENCES  

Pastor: Rejoice always, 

People: pray without ceasing, 

Pastor: give thanks in all circumstances; 

People: for this is the will of God 

All: in Christ Jesus for you.  

LIGHTING THE ADVENT CANDLE  

Pastor: Jesus Christ is the Light of the world, 

People: the light no darkness can overcome.  
Pastor: Let your light scatter the darkness 

People: and illumine your Church.  

HYMN                 We Light the Advent Candle  

We light the Advent candle And wait for Christ to come. 

With hope, we trust the promise That He will bring us home. 

Our hope is in our Savior Who wins for us God’s favor. 

We wait with growing light Till God makes all things right! 
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We light the Advent candle And thank the Lord for rest. 

With peace, we know our Jesus Has come to be our guest. 

This peace beyond all knowing Within our hearts is glowing. 

We wait with growing light Till God makes all things right! 

We light the Advent candle And sing with cheerful heart. 

With joy, we spread the message That God would us impart. 

Our joy is never ending; The Son to us is sending. 

We wait with growing light Till God makes all things right! 
Text: Lisa M. Clark. Copyright © 2013 Concordia Publishing House. All rights reserved. Used by permission. 

INVOCATION 

Pastor: In the name of the Father and of the  Son and of the Holy Spirit. 

People: Amen. 

CONFESSION & ABSOLUTION  

Pastor:  “But test everything; hold fast what is good. Abstain from every form of  

 evil.” Since we are gathered to hear God’s Word, call upon Him in  

 prayer and praise, and receive the body and blood of our Lord Jesus  

 Christ in the fellowship of this altar, let us first consider our  

 unworthiness and confess before God and one another that we have  

 sinned in thought, word, and deed, and that we cannot free ourselves  

 from our sinful condition. Together as His people, let us take refuge in  

 the infinite mercy of God, our heavenly Father, seeking His grace for  

 the sake of Christ, and saying: God, be merciful to me, a sinner. 

People: Almighty God, have mercy upon us, forgive us our sins, and lead us  

 to everlasting life. Amen. 

Pastor: “Now may the God of peace Himself sanctify you completely, and may  

 your whole spirit and soul and body be kept blameless at the coming of  

 our Lord Jesus Christ.” Upon this your confession, I, by virtue of my  

 office, as a called and ordained servant of the Word, announce the grace  

 of God unto all of you, and in the stead and by the command of my  

 Lord Jesus Christ I forgive you all your sins in the name of the Father  

 and of the  Son and of the Holy Spirit. 

People: Amen. 

SALUTATION & PRAYER OF THE DAY 

Pastor: The Lord be with you. 

People: And also with you. 

Pastor: Let us pray. Lord Jesus Christ,   
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People: we implore you to hear our prayers and to lighten the darkness of  

 our hearts by your gracious visitation; 

Pastor: for you live and reign with the Father and the Holy Spirit, one God, now  

 and forever. 

People: Amen. 

(Be seated) 

RESPONSIVE READING 

Pastor: From heaven above, 

People: the angels sing.   

Pastor:  On earth below, 

People:  our praises bring. 

Pastor:  Our Lord has come, 

People:  with us to dwell. 

THE MESSAGE PRESENTED BY THE CHILDREN                                               

Luke 2:1–7 

Children – Group I 

HYMN                      From Heaven Above to Earth I Come            LSB 358:1–2 

Children: “From heav’n above to earth I come 

  To bear good news to ev’ry home; 

  Glad tidings of great joy I bring, 

  Whereof I now will say and sing: 

Congregation:  “To you this night is born a child 

   Of Mary, chosen virgin mild; 

   This little child of lowly birth 

   Shall be the joy of all the earth.” 

Luke 2:8–14 

HYMN                              O Come, All Ye Faithful                              LSB 379 

O come, all ye faithful,  Joyful and triumphant! 

O come ye, O come ye to Bethlehem; 

Come and behold Him   Born the king of angels: 

 

Refrain: O come, let us adore Him, O come, let us adore Him,  

            O come, let us adore Him, Christ the Lord! 
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Sing, choirs of angels, Sing in exultation, 

Sing, all ye citizens of heaven above! 

Glory to God In the highest: Refrain 

CHILDREN GROUP 2 

Children: From heav’n above, 

People:    To earth in love!  

HYMN                  From Heaven Above to Earth I Come            LSB 358:5–6 

 Children: “These are the signs that you shall mark: 

   The swaddling clothes and manger dark. 

   There you will find the infant laid 

   By whom the heav’ns and earth were made.” 

 Congregation:    How glad we’ll be to find it so! 

   Then with the shepherds let us go 

   To see what God for us has done 

   In sending us His own dear Son. 

Luke 2:15–20 

ACTION RHYME:               Did You Know?   

SONG                                     Christmas Song  

CHILDREN GROUP 3 

Children: From heav’n above, 

People:    To earth in love! 

HYMN                    From Heaven Above to Earth I Come          LSB 358:13–14 

Children: Ah, dearest Jesus, holy Child, 

  Prepare a bed, soft, undefiled, 

  A quiet chamber set apart 

  For You to dwell within my heart. 

Congregation:    My heart for very joy must leap; 

   My lips no more can silence keep. 

   I, too, must sing with joyful tongue 

   That sweetest ancient cradlesong. 

Speakers: Selected hymn verses 
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Children: From heav’n above, 

People:    To earth in love! 

HYMN                     From Heaven Above to Earth I Come               LSB 358:15 

Glory to God in highest heav’n, 

Who unto us His Son has giv’n! 

While angels sing with pious mirth 

A glad new year to all the earth. 

RESPONSIVE READING 

Pastor:  From heaven above, 

People:  the angels sing.  

Pastor:  On earth below, 

People:  our praises bring. 

Pastor:  Our Lord has come, 

People:  with us to dwell. 

Pastor:  Now we go out: 

People:  Good News to tell!  

Pastor:  The angels gave 

Children: Good News to tell!  

Pastor:  The shepherds ran 

Children: Good News to tell!  

OFFERING As your offering is collected, please sign our attendance book located at 
the end of the pew. If you are a visitor, please leave your address and phone. After you 
are finished, please pass the book along to others in your pew, and return the book to the 
center aisle. You may check the register to see the names of those to greet after the 
service. 

(Rise) 

PRAYERS   

Pastor: Let us approach the throne of God’s grace with boldness and  

 the confidence of faith that He will hear and answer us for  

 Christ’s sake.  Lord of the Church, we pray for all the people of  

 God, that they would ever rejoice in their salvation, pray  

 without ceasing and bear witness to Jesus Christ, the light of  

 the world.  Lord, in your mercy,  

People: hear our prayer. 
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Pastor:  Lord of the harvest, we pray for those who are preparing to  

 serve the Church as pastors, teachers, deaconesses and  

 directors of Christian education, that they would be diligent in  

 their studies, faithful to their callings and a blessing to those  

 they will serve.  Lord, in your mercy, 

People: hear our prayer. 

Pastor:  Lord of salvation, we pray for mission work all around the  

 world.  Bless especially our Together in Mission partners,  

 Pastor Chuck Ferry and family and Rachel Meyer.  Prosper also  

 the work of the Lutheran Women’s Missionary League.  Bless  

 all who share the Gospel that many more may come to know  

 Jesus as the Light of salvation.  Lord, in your mercy,  

People: hear our prayer.   

Pastor:  Lord of the nations, we pray for all leaders in government,  

 praying that they would govern wisely, administer justice fairly  

 and not abuse the authority that has been granted them.  Lord,  

 in your mercy,  

People: hear our prayer. 

Pastor:  Lord God, our Emmanuel, bless and be with all those traveling  

 in these days to celebrate the Nativity with family and friends.   

 Guard and protect them, grant them to reach their destinations  

 safely, and bless their time with loved ones to be joyful.  Lord,  

 in your mercy,    

People: hear our prayer. 

Pastor:  Compassionate Lord, bless and be with those who are hungry,  

 homeless, unemployed or find themselves in any kind of need.   

 Grant that they find food, shelter and employment and come  

 to know and trust that you will provide their daily bread.  Lord,  

 in your mercy, 

People: hear our prayer. 
Pastor:  God of every good and perfect gift, we give thanks for the gift  

 of life and join with Sarah as she rejoices in Brooke’s 11
th

  

 birthday and gives thanks for our St. Paul’s family.  Grant us to  

 count our blessings every day and bless our hearts with  

 thankfulness.  Lord, in your mercy,  

People: hear our prayer. 
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Pastor:  God of grace and mercy, we pray for those who gather at the  

 altar today to receive the very body and blood of Jesus.  Bless  

 them with repentant hearts and grant them to depart the table  

 strengthened in faith toward you and love for their neighbor.   

 Lord, in your mercy,  

People: hear our prayer.    

Pastor:  Lord of healing and hope, we pray for those who are ill, those  

 recovering and those who face difficult days, especially praying  

 for Pat, Cliff, Jerry, Dee, Dan, Judy, Manley, Debbie, Pat,  

 Charles, Ruth, Shirley, Gladys, Herb, Matthew, Russ, Arlene,  

 Dorothy, John, Arlene, LuEva, Jean, Jack, Shirley, Jonathan,  

 Helen, Leonard and Sarah.  Grant them comfort, healing,  

 patience and the sure knowledge that Jesus will never leave  

 them or forsake them.  Lord, in your mercy, 

People: hear our prayer.   

Pastor:  God of comfort and consolation, we pray for those who mourn,  

 especially the family and friends of Doris Janecky.  Grant that  

 all who grieve may find comfort in the promise of the  

 resurrection from the dead and the hope of reunion with those  

 they love who have died in the faith.  Lord, in your mercy,  

People: hear our prayer.   

Pastor:  Into your hands, O Lord, we commend all for whom we pray,  

 trusting in your mercy, through Jesus Christ, our Lord.  

People: Amen. 

THE LORD’S PRAYER   

                                                 SACRAMENT  

THE WORDS OF OUR LORD  

THE PEACE OF THE LORD 

Pastor: The peace of the Lord be with you always. 

People: Amen. 

AGNUS DEI                                                                                                Page 163 

Lamb of God, You take away the sin of the world; have mercy on us.  

Lamb of God, You take away the sin of the world; have mercy on us.  

Lamb of God, You take away the sin of the world; grant us peace. 

(Be seated)   
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DISTRIBUTION Those guests who desire to commune who are members of 

another LCMS congregation may do so; if you are coming from another church 

background, please see the pastor or an elder first. 

HYMN #381  “Let Our Gladness Have No End” 

Let our gladness have no end, alleluia! For to earth did Christ descend, alleluia! 

Refrain On this day God gave us Christ, His Son, to save us; 

  Christ, His Son, to save us. 

Prophesied in days of old, alleluia! God has sent Him as foretold, alleluia! Refrain 

See, the loveliest blooming rose, alleluia!  

From the branch of Jesse grows, alleluia!  Refrain 

Into flesh is made the Word, alleluia! He, our refuge and our Lord, alleluia!Refrain 

HYMN #364  “Away in a Manger” 

Away in a manger, no crib for a bed, 

The little Lord Jesus  laid down His sweet head. 

The stars in the sky – looked down where He lay, 

The little Lord Jesus asleep on the hay. 

The cattle are lowing, the baby awakes, 

But little Lord Jesus, no crying He makes. 

I love Thee, Lord Jesus! Look down from the sky, 

And stay by my cradle till morning is nigh. 

Be near me, Lord Jesus; I ask Thee to stay 

Close by me forever and love me, I pray. 

Bless all the dear children in Thy tender care, 

And take us to heaven to live with Thee there. 

           HYMN #370  “What Child Is This” 

What child is this, who, laid to rest, On Mary’s lap is sleeping? 

Whom angels greet with anthems sweet While shepherds watch are keeping? 

This, this is Christ the king, Whom shepherds guard and angels sing; 

Haste, haste to bring Him laud, The babe, the son of Mary! 
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Why lies He in such mean estate Where ox and ass are feeding? 

Good Christian, fear; for sinners here The silent Word is pleading. 

Nails, spear shall pierce Him through, The cross be borne for me, for you; 

Hail, hail the Word made flesh, The babe, the son of Mary! 

So bring Him incense, gold, and myrrh; Come, peasant, king, to own Him. 

The King of kings salvation brings; Let loving hearts enthrone Him. 

Raise, raise the song on high, The virgin sings her lullaby; 

Joy, joy, for Christ is born, The babe, the son of Mary! 

COMMON DISMISSAL 

(Rise) 

POST-COMMUNION THANKSGIVING 

Pastor: Let us pray. We give thanks to you, almighty God, that you spoke  

 through John to point people to Jesus, the Christ. By the power of your  

 Holy Spirit, work through us to bear witness to Christ as well; through  

 Jesus Christ, your Son, our Lord, who lives and reigns with you and the  

 Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever. 

People: Amen. 

RESPONSIVE READING 

Pastor:  From heaven above, 

People:  the angels sing.   

Pastor:  On earth below, 

People:  our praises bring. 

Pastor:  Our Lord has come, 

People:  with us to dwell. 

Pastor:  Now we go out: 

People:  Good News to tell!    

BENEDICTION 

Pastor:  The Lord above is with you wherever you go. May the peace of the  

  Father, the Son, and the Holy Spirit be with you every day as you tell of  

  His love to others. Amen.    
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RECESSIONAL HYMN     Go Tell It on the Mountain                   LSB 388 

Refrain:  Go tell it on the mountain,  Over the hills and ev’rywhere; 

   Go tell it on the mountain  That Jesus Christ is born! 

While shepherds kept their watching  O’er silent flocks by night, 

Behold, throughout the heavens  There shone a holy light. Refrain 

The shepherds feared and trembled When lo, above the earth 

Rang out the angel chorus That hailed our Savior’s birth. Refrain 

Down in a lonely manger The humble Christ was born; 

And God sent us salvation That blessèd Christmas morn. Refrain 
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                                 Saturday December 23rd  at 5:00pm 

                                  Sunday December 24th  at 9:00am 

                         December 24th at 4:00, 6:00pm  

       December 24th at 11:00pm (Christmas Service with Holy Communion) 

                                       December 25th at 9:00am 

                                        December 30th at 5:00pm 

                                        December 31st at 9:00am 

                                      December 31st at 6:00pm 
 

 
St. Paul’s Youth 
Don’t forget that we are helping to serve the Advent Meal on December 20

th
. Please 

arrive at 4:00pm. Thank you for serving! 

St. Paul’s Children’s Christmas Service  ~  Wednesday December 20, 2017 
10 AM  (5K-8th grades)  
All St. Paul’s members and families are welcome to join us for morning worship. This 
service will be led by students in 5K-8th grades. This morning service offers more 
seating options and will be during daylight hours. We encourage you to join us at the 
10 AM service. 
6 PM (PK3 - 8th grades) 
This service will be led by all of our students from St. Paul’s Lutheran School.  A 
meal is offered for a free-will offering beginning at 4:45 in the church fellowship hall. 
 Students will be seated in the church by 5:42 PM with pre-service music beginning 
soon after. Please remember this is a worship service. Photos and video should be 
taken from the back of the church or the balcony. We encourage you to join us for 
worship. 

Reminder: Wrap-up your holiday shopping at smile.amazon.com/ch/39-0874906 
and Amazon donates to St Paul Lutheran Church. 

https://www.amazon.com/gp/f.html?C=2DE8UTKVGVEHF&K=1O8R9X6HK8W0A&M=urn:rtn:msg:201712111505095c054977132b469a85bcb265f310p0na&R=1X0R9TIR1TQAK&T=C&U=http%3A%2F%2Fsmile.amazon.com%2Fch%2F39-0874906&H=SBHTAMCKNVZBRC0MHHAQEG6B5Q4A

